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UNITED STATES 
Patented March 22, 1904. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

STEPHEN E. PARRISH, OF ITHACA, MICHIGAN. 

SHOWCASE 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 755,580, dated March 22, 1904. 
Application filed July 22, 1902, Serial No. 116,511. (No model.) 

To all, Luhon, it inctly concern: 
Beit known that I, STEPHEN E. PARRISH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ithaca, 
in the county of Gratiot and State of Michi 
gan, have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Show-Cases, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawings. 
The invention relates particularly to show 

cases of the type wherein the top is movably 
Secured to the body, so that access may be had 
to the interior of the case from either the 
front or rear side thereof; and it consists in 
the novel construction of the top whereby it 
may be easily and noiselessly operated and in 
the peculiar construction and combination of 
the various parts of the case, as will be here 
inafter described. w 

In the drawings illustrating my invention, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the case. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical central section there 
through, and Fig. 3 is an enlarged section 
taken on line a de of Fig. 1. 
The reference-letter A designates the case 

body, which may be of any approved construc 
tion, comprising a suitable base B, a trans 
parent front C, and ends D, framed in wood 
or metal in the usualmanner, and sliding trans 
parent doors E and F, forming the rear side 
of the case. The upper rails (t, b, and e of 
the body are recessed, as shown, forming, re 
Spectively, parallel ways d and e and a ledge 
or flangef, upon which is mounted the top G, 
consisting of a flat frame carrying the trans 
parent panels H and I. Each way has a lon 
gitudinal groove g formed therein, and the 
frame members / and i are provided with 
similar grooves.j, registering with the grooves 
in the body of the case, as shown. 

A designates balls or rolls engaging the 
pairs of complementary grooves and forming 
an antifriction-bearing between the case-top 
and the body. 

From the construction as set forth it will 
be apparent that the top may be moved or 
shifted to provide access to the interior of the 
case by a person standing either at the rear 
or at the front side thereof and that skewing 
of the top during its travel is prevented by 
reason of the engagement of the rolling-bear 

ings in the parallel ways. These features 
produce a desirable construction of show-case 
Superior and more easily operated than any 
now in use, and by reason of the simplicity 
and novel arrangement of its parts it may be 
made approximately as cheap as the ordinary 
display-case of the Same size and finish. 
To prevent the tipping up of the front end 

of the top when moved backward into the po 
sition shown in Fig. 1, I have provided hook 
members J, angle shaped in form, which de 
pend from the members hand of the top and 
engage with the under sides of the top rails a, 
and b. Means are also provided for holding 
the top in its closed position. Preferably the 
lock comprises a rod i. extending centrally 
and transversely of the body and having bear 
ings in the front and rear top rails thereof, 
as shown. The rod projects beyond the rails 
and carries upon its projecting portions later 
ally - extending members m and 0. These 
members constitute the handles for operating 
the lock, and the inner member m, serves as a 
locking-lug, being adapted when turned up 
Wardly to engage the rear member p of the 
tOp. 
From the description of my invention it 

will be seen that on account of the simplicity 
of construction of the case it may be easily 
and cheaply manufactured. Furthermore, by 
recessing the top of the case-body and setting 
the top within the recessed portion the lower 
edges of the top are concealed, and thus a more 
finished and attractive appearance is given to 
the case. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. In a show-case, the combination with a 

body comprising a base, front and end sections, 
of rails forming the top portions of the end 
sections and case-front, the end tops being re 
cessed and the recessed portions being in turn 
longitudinally grooved, a top arranged within 
the recessed portions for horizontal recipro 
cation and having grooves formed in its under 
side registering with the grooves in the end 
rails to form raceways therebetween, antifric 
tion devices in said raceways and means car 
ried by the top and engaging one of the side 
sections for preventing upward tilting of the 
top when in its open position. 
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2. In a show-case, the combination with an 
open-top body, comprising a base, side and 
end sections, of a top slidably mounted upon 
the body, raceways formed between the upper 
edges of the end sections and the under sur 
face of the end portions of the top, antifric 
tion devices in said raceways, and means car 
ried by the top and engaging one of the side 
sections for preventing upward tilting of the 
top when in its open position. 

3. In a show-case, the combination with the 
body, comprising a base, and side and end sec 
tions, of a top mounted upon the body for 
horizontal reciprocation, antifriction-bearings 
interposed between said top and body, and 
hook members carried by the top and engag 
ing the side sections. - 

4. In a show-case, the combination with the 
body comprising the base, ends, and sides, of 
parallel ways at the upper edges of the ends, 
a top mounted upon the body for horizontal 
reciprocation, antifriction-bearingsinterposed 
between the ways and the top, and hooks de 
pending from the top and engaging the under 
sides of the ways. 

5. In a show-case, the combination with the 
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body comprising front and rear side sections, 
ends, and a base, of a top mounted upon the 
body for horizontal reciprocation, antifric 
tion-bearings interposed between said top and 
body, and a lock, operable from the front and 
rear of the case, for holding the top in its 
closed position. 

6. In a show-case, the combination with a 
body comprising a base, front, back and end 
sections, of rails forming the top portions of 
the end sections and case-front, the end tops 
being recessed and the recessed portions being 
in turn longitudinally grooved, a top arranged 
within the recessed portions for horizontal 
reciprocation and having grooves formed in 
its under side registering with the grooves in 
the end rails to form raceways therebetween, 
antifriction devices in said raceways and hook 
members carried by the top and engaging one 
of the side sections. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

STEPHEN E. PARRISH. 
Witnesses: 

MARTIN ROZEMA, 
FRANK P. MERRELL. 

35 

45 


