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An optical switching element

switchable between a metallic reflection state and a trans-
mission state, i

made of a material that is
is provided

The optical switching element has a multilayer structure
ternal stimulus

including a first layer 1 and a second layer 2

The first
layer 1 changes its optical reflectance in response to an ex-

of which the optical properties change with the concentration
of a particular element
material

The first layer 1 includes a first material
The second layer 2 includes a second

which may contain the particular element and which
the external stimulus

either emits or absorbs that particular element in response to
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