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This invention relates to a lady's hip frame and more 
particularly to a pair of light-weight frame members 
which are adapted to lend a smart and pleasing angularity 
to outer garments worn thereover. 

It is an important object of the invention to provide 
for a hip frame device which is designed to be convenient 
ly worn about the waist with dual shelving or boxing men 
bers directly and oppositely positioned upon the sides of 
the hips. 

it is another object of the invention to provide for a 
pair of shelving members for langulating the contours 
of a dress at the hips, and having cooperative adjustment 
for encircling the waist of the wearer, while boxing the 
upper opposite side portions, the shelving members serv 
ing to uniformly contact at their lower and outermost 
peripheral edges the side coitours of various shaped hips 
and the waist portion serving to maintain the shelving 
members oppositely disposed regardless of the waist 
neaStreet. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide for a 
device of the class described which is so designed and 
constructed as to be light and comfortable while still firmly 
supporting the angulated hip limes of a wearer's dress in 
a pleasing and esthetic manner and with flexible con 
formance to the hips while the wearer stands, sits, kneels 
or walks. 

It is a still further object to provide for a hip frame 
device which will be cheap and simpie to manufacture 
yet giving a sculptured shelf appearance to a dress worn 
thereover which appearance, without my device, cannot 
be fully attained alone by a plurality of conventional 
petticoats or pads, and yet which will of itself be light and 
comfortable while actually minimizing the need for heavy 
or stiff petticoats. W - - 

My device is not intended to be a bustle, which was a 
heavy form used extensively in the latter part of the 
inineteenth century. Such bustle devices were pads or 
forms used to accentuate and develop the natural curves 
of the hips. The device was intended to be disposed 
underneath a dress or within it and usually comprised a 
single pad positioned over the buttocks of the wearer, 
sometimes extending around to the sides, but always be 
ing of a contoured nature such as to simulate exaggerated 
curves. My device, on the other hand, is intended not to 
develop or supplement the natural curves of the buttocks 
but rather to add a stylish and graceful angulation un 
suggestive of natural hip lines to the dress itself. I have 
been able, on many occasions, to give new and unex 
pected vitality to an cla party dress or to one which in 
its natural form is drab and uninteresting. Since the an 
gulation is created only at the opposed sides of the dress, 
I find it ordinarily necessary only to shorten at the front 
the hem of a loosely flowing dress or gown in order to 
multiply greatly its style appeal when used in conjunc 
tion with my hip frame. 
The foregoing and other objects and advantages of my 

invention will more fully appear from the following de 
scription made in connection with the accompanying draw 
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2 
ings wherein like reference characters refer to similar 
parts throughout the several views and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my hip frame showing 
the shelving members in relative position with the waist 
band unhooked at one side; 

Fig. 2 shows my hip frame device in adjusted posi 
tion conforming to the dimensions and contours of the 
hips of a wearer. A portion of one the shelving members 
is broken away to better show the internal structure there 
of and the hip portions of the wearer are shown in dotted 
line; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged segmented vertical section of the 
angulated juncture of one shelving member taken on the 
lines 3-3 of Fig. 1, certain hidden portions thereof being 
shown in dotted line; 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the eye portion of one of 
the adjustments in the waist band; and 

Fig. 5 shows an end portion of one of the fastening 
elements of the waist band. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawing, the 
hip frame generally comprises a waist band 10 which 
may be constructed of cloth or elastic material and is so 
designed as to be uniformly expandible to prevent the 
sides from being positioned in unopposed relation. 
prefer to use adjusting means such as a forward fastening 
connection and a rearward fastening connection 12. 
Each of the fastening connections preferably comprises a 
series of eyes i3 disposed in spaced relation along an over 
lapping end portion i4 of the waist band 10 and adapted 
to cooperate selectively with one of the hooks 15 which 
is secured to the overlapping end 16. Details of the ar 
rangement of eyes 3 are shown in Fig. 4 and details of 
the hcok 15 are shown in Fig. 5. ln order to accomplish 
the uniform expansion of the waist band the eyes 3 are 
so arranged that the wearer may select the relatively 
numbered eye such as the second at both the back and 
the front. 
At each side of the waist band is disposed a shelving 

or box member 7, the shelving member 7 in turn 
comprises generally a top shelf 18 and an upright side 
wall 9. The top shelf 28 is preferably fastened in a 
naturally curved juncture 20 to the lower edge of a side 
portion of the waist band 18. The top shelf terminates 
outwardly in a curved edge 2. The top shelf i3, as well 
as the upright wall 19, may be constructed of a stiff and 
light material such as buckram or crinoline. The top 
shelf i8 may be further reinforced by parallel stitching 
22 which will form a closed channel 23 for receiving a stay 
member such as a strip of featherbone. The top shelf 18 
is flexible and is adapted to be curved in one plane so as 
to arch the stay 23 and form a snacoth curvature from the 
forward edge of the shelf to the rearward edge thereof. 
Conversely, the plane will be unbent in its sideway ex 
tension. The upright wall 19 is preferably formed of the 
same material as the top shelf i3 and joins therewith at 
the outer edge 2 to form an angulated juncture. The 
stitching therearound may be formed in parallel manner 
So as to create another channel 24 for the insertion of 
an edge stay 25 as shown in Fig. 3. The upright wall 19 
has a lower peripheral edge 29 which is so curved as to 
conform to the natural contours of the body torso in 
dicated generally by the letter B in Fig. 2. The layers of 
material forming the upright wall may have double stitch 
ing layers 26 to form longitudinal channels for upright 
says 27 as shown in Fig. 3. These stays are formed in 
spaced relation and are substantially parallel one with 
the other as shown. The upright wall 9 is likewise bent 
in one plane so as to curve smoothly from the forward 
portion of the angulated juncture 21 to the rearward por 
tion thereof, the plane being unbent in a direction nor 
mal to the juncture. It will be noted that the relationship 
of the top shelf 18 and upright wall 19 is such as to define 
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an upper and a lower bowed portion. The upper bowed 
portion presents an upper curved surface iying substan 
tially parallel to an axis extending outwardly and down 
wardly from the waistband and contained within a verti 
cal plane transversely bisecting the upper bowed portion. 
The lower bowed portion presents a curved outer surface 
lying substantially parallel to an axis contained within the 
vertical plane and intersecting the first mentioned axis. 
When in use, the wearer will select the appropriate 

eyes 13 in which to place the corresponding hooks 5 
so as to dispose the shelving members 7 in directly op 
posed relation to the side of her hips as shown in Fig. 2. 
When thus disposed, the top shelf 18 and the upright 
wall 19 will both bend from the forward portion to the 
rearward portion and will also bend in angular relation 
to a slight degree at the angulated juncture 22. There 
will, however, be no bending in a lateral direction in 
either of the top shelf 8 or the upright waii is and the 
silhouette of the shelving members as viewed in Fig. 2 
will appear as a straight line 27 at the upper Surface of 
the top shelf 18 and the straight line 28 along the upright 
wall 19. 

Each of the shelving members 17 has been so designed 
and constructed that the peripheral edge 25 will form a 
continuously contacting edge with the contours of the hip 
regardless of the size or shape of the hip itself. For 
purposes of proportion, however, i prefer to provide sev 
eral different sizes of frames. My hip frames are very 
light and strong and because of the continuous contact 
by the edge 29 will cause no discomfort to the wearer. 
A gown or dress having full and flowing lines may 

then be placed over the hip frame and the sides thereof 
will be angulated in a pleasing and esthetic manner. It 
is usually necessary only to make slight alterations in 
the length of a conventional gown when using it in con 
junction with my hip frame. 

It will be noted that the waist band 10 is flexible and 
that the peripheral edges 25 of the shelving members 
will flex so as to conform to the contours of the hips 
whether the wearer is standing, sitting, kneeling or walk 
ing. In all instances, the peripheral edge 25 will main 
tain a uniform but light contact with the sides of the hips 
and will not, under any circumstance, cause discomfort 
to the wearer. Since the shelving members are porous 
and light, they will not cause discomfort from the heat 
but will maintain and hold a dress or gown in its proper 
position even though the latter be constructed of heavy 
material. 

It may thus be seen that I have devised a novel and use 
ful device which will end a pleasing angularity to a dress 
or gown and which will be cheap and simple to manufac 
ture yet being comfortable at all times during the Wear 
ing thereof. 

It will, of course, be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and 
proportions of the parts without departing from the scope 
of my invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. A frame for angulating the hip lines of a gown at 

opposed sides thereof comprising, a flexible waistband, a 
pair of shelving members of stiff material Secured in Spaced 
depending relation to the waistband, each of said shelving 
members being provided with an upper bowed portion ex 
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tending downwardly at its forward and rear terminal 
portions and having a concavely arcuate inner edge secured 
along said waistband and adapted to engage the waist 
of a wearer and a convexly arcuate outer edge having 
common terminal points with said inner edge, said upper 
bowed portion presenting an upper curved surface lying 
Substantially parallel to an axis extending outwardly and 
downwardly from the waistband and contained within a 
vertical plane transversely bisecting said upper bowed 
portion, a lower bowed portion in each of said shelving 
members having an upper edge joined to the outer con 
vex edge of the upper bowed portion coextensively there 
with, a stay member extending along the juncture of said 
upper and lower bowed portions, said lower bowed por 
tion having a curved outer surface lying substantially 
parallel to an axis contained within said vertical plane 
and intersecting said first mentioned axis and extending 
downwardly and inwardly from said point of intersection, 
said lower bowed portion having a lower curved pe 
ripheral edge adapted to continuously contact the side 
of a wearer's hip when worn, and stays extending be 
tween the upper and lower edges of sajd lower bowed 
portion. 

2. A frame for angulating the hip lines of a gown 
at opposed sides thereof comprising, a flexible waistband, 
a pair of shelving members of stiff material secured in 
spaced depending relation to the waistband, each of said 
shelving members being provided with an upper bowed 
portion extending downwardly at its forward and rear 
terminal portions and having a concavely arcuate inner 
edge Secured along said waistband and adapted to en 
gage the Waist of a wearer and a convexly arcuate outer 
edge having coinnon terminal points with said inner 
edge, said upper bowed portion presenting air upper curved 
Surface lying substantially parallel to an axis extending 
outwardly and downwardly from the waistband and con 
tained within a vertical plane transversely bisecting said 
upper bowed portion, a lower bowed portion in each of 
said shelving members having an upper edge joined to 
the outer convex edge of the upper bowed portion coex 
tensively therewith and having a stiffened juncture there 
between permitting some flexing between said forward and 
rear terminal portions, said lower bowed portion hav 
ing a curved outer surface lying substantially parallel 
to an axis contained within said vertical plane and inter 
secting said first mentioned axis and extending downwardly 
and inwardly from said point of intersection, said lower 
bowed portion having a lower curved peripheral edge 
adapted to continuously contact the side of a wearer's 
hip when worn, said lower bowed portion having a stiff 
ened structure in a direction extending between the 
upper and lower edges thereof. 
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