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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

JOSEPH B. STRAUSS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

OBSERVATION-RAILWAY FOR PARKS, &e.

No. 921,750.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepm B. Strauss, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Ili-
nois, have invénted a certain new and useful
Improvement in Observation-Railways for
Parks, &o., of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to observation rail-
ways for parks, etc., and has for its object to
provide a new and improved device of this
description.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is an elevation of a construction

showing one form of my invention; Fig. 2is a
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plan view of Fig. 1; Hig. 3 is a vertical sec-
tional view.

Like characters refer to like parts through-
out the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, I have shown a
structure comprising a series of central
posts A.  Mounted upon these posts are a se-
ries of longitudinal girders or supporting de-
vices which carry the apparatus. ~ As shown,
for example, in Fig. 3, there is a pair of sup-
porting devices or girders B, B! on one side,
and another pair C, C* on the other side, said
girders or supporting devices being symmet-
rically disposed with relation to the posts. I
may also provide the intermediate girders or
supporting devices D. The girders B, B! and
C, C* are provided with the tracks B for the
trucks X' of the suspension railway cars G.
The rails of the tracks as herein shown are
mounted upon the lower or bottom flange of
the longitudinal girders. There is an open
way through the longitudinal girders through
which the connection to the suspended cars
passes. These cars preferably have a truck
at each end, as shown, for example, in Fig. 1.
Each car may be operated, for example, by an
electric motor H mounted upon the truck ¥
and connected with the axle or wheels there-
of. It is of course evident that each truck
may have a motor or there may be a motor-
car with several cars without motors at-
tachedtoit. The posts A are provided with
guiding devices A* which are engaged by en-
gaging devices A? on the cars.

Above the girders or supporting devices
B, B, C, C* are tracks I and J upon which are
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mounted moving platforms I, J. These
moving platforms as herein shown are made
up of a series of sections coupled together so
as to make a substantially continuous plat-
form, the sections being mounted upon
wheels T2, J?, engaging the tracks I and J (see
Fig.3). Theseveralsections of the platforms
are preferably provided with seats 1, J® upon
which the passengers may sit to -view the
landscape, and there are also provided suit-
able canopies I¢, J* extending above these
seats. Between the moving platforms is a
stationary platform K, reached by stairways
K* placed at suitable intervals, and from
which the passengers may step to the moving
platforms. Passengers pass to and from the
suspension railway cars by means of plat-
forms L carried by the posts A. The mov-
ing platforms would, of course, run at a com-
paratively slow rate of speed, and run con-
tinuously, while the suspension railway cars
would run at-a high rate of speed and stop at
the various platforms for passengers.

It will be seen that by this construction
there is provided an observation railway
with conveying devices for carrying passen-
gers, both above and below the supporting
devices upon which they are carried, and
that the passengers are carried at different
rates of speed above and below, and that
they may transfer from one to the other at
will. It will also be seen that this construc-
tion is such that there is no obstruction of
the view from either means of transportation.

T have described in detail a particular con-

_struction embodying my invention, but it is

of course evident thal the parts may be
varied in form, construction and arrange-
ment without departing from the spirit of
my invention, and I therefore do not limit
mysell to the particular construction shown.

I claim: .

1. An observation railway for parks, etc.,
comprising a suitable longitudinal support-
ing device with means for conveying passen-
gers therealong, both above and below the
supporting device, said longitudinal support-
ing device acting as a common support for
both of said means for conveying passengers
therealong.

2. An observation railway for parks, etc.,
comprising two sets of conveyances for the
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passengers, a longitudinal supporting device |
therefor, one set of conveying devices being |
above and the other below said longitudinal
supporting device, both supported thereon,
and means for transferring the passengers
from one set to the other.

3. An observation railway for parks, ete.,
comprising a series of central posts, a series
of longitudinal supporting devices carried
thereby, two sets of tracks carried by said
longitudinal supporting devices, one above
and one below, each adapted to support mov-
ing transportation devices.

4. An observation railway for parks, ete.,
comprising a series of central posts located
at intervals along the way, one or more sets
of longitudinal girders mounted upon said
posts, so as to overhang at the sides thereof,
a track carried by each set of girders, the
rails of each track having open spaces be-
tween them, trucks mounted upon said rails
having downwardly projecting parts extend-
ing through said open space, and a car below
the track connected with said trucks.

5. An observation railway for parks, etec.,
comprising a series of posts located at inter-
vals'along the way, one or more sets of longi-
tudinal girders associated with said posts, a
track carried by each set of girders, the rails
of each track having open spaces between
them, trucks mounted upon said rails hav-
ing downwardly projecting parts extending
through said open space, and a car below the
track connected with said trucks.

6. An observation railway for parks, etc.,
comprising a series of posts located at inter-
vals along the way, one or more sets of longi-
tudinal girders mounted upon said posts, a
track carried by the girders, the rails of said
track having open spaces between them,
trucks mounted upon said track having
downwardly projecting parts extending
through said open space, a car below the
track connected with said trucks, one or
more tracks located above the girders, and
a moving platform mounted on said tracks.

7. An observation railway for parks, etc.,
comprising a series of posts, horizontal sup-
porting devices mounted thereon, moving
platforms mounted on said supporting de-
vices, and a stationary platform located be-
tween them.

S. An observation railway for parks, ete.,
comprising a series of posts, horizontal sup- |
porting devices mounted thereon, moving
platforms mounted on said supporting de-
vices, a stationary platform located between
them, and means for reaching said stationary
platform from the ground.

9. An observation railway for parks, ete.,
comprising two sets of conveying devices one
located above the other, supporting girders
between said two sets of conveying devices
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and common to both, said conveying devices
adapted to travel at different speeds, and
means by which passengers may be trans-
ferred {rom one to the other.

10. An observation railway for parks,etc.,
comprising an elevated supporting device, a
moving platform mounted thereon, a fixed
platform mounted on the same supporting
device and parallel with the said moving
platform the two platforms side by side so
that passengers may step directly back and
forth from one to the other.

11. An observation railway for parks, ete.,
comprising longitudinal supporting girders
in pairs, supports between the pairs of gird-
ers and projecting below them, rails mounted
directly upon said girders and extending
parallel thereto.

12. An observation railway for parks, etc.,
comprising longitudinal girders in pairs, a
support therefor between said pairs, rails

mounted upon the bottom flanges of said

girders and extending therealong, an open
way between said girders, cars below the
girders and suspended upon said rails.

13. An observation railway for parks, ete.,
comprising a series of supporting posts, cross
girders associated therewith, longitudinal
girders mounted above said cross girders
spanning the distance between the cross
girders, rails mounted upon the longitudinal
girders and extending therealong, and an
open way through said longitudinal girders,
cross girders and rails, a car below said
girders and nieans for suspending the car
upon said rails through said open way.

14. An observation railway for parks, ete.,
comprising a pair of longitudinal girders,
supporting posts at one side thereof, the
other side being free from said supporting
posts, rails carried by each of said girders
and meclosed between them, a continuous
open space between said girders, a fruck
mounted upon said rails a downwardly pro-
jecting part connected with said truck and
extending through said open space, and a car
below the girders and connected with said
truck.
~ 15. An observation railway for parks, ete.,
comprising a pair of longitudinal girders,
supporting posts at one side thereof, rails
carried by each of said girders and inclosed
between them, a continuous open space be-
tween said girders, a truck mounted upon
said rails and having a downwardly project-
ing part extending through said open space,
a car below the girders and connected with
said truek, a track located above the girders
and supported thereby, and a moving plat-
form mounted on said track.

16. An observation railway for parks, ete.,
comprising suitable longitudinal supporting
devices arranged in pairs, cross girders upon
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which said longitudinal sugports are carried, | vices, and laterally guiding tracks for the
supports for said cross girders, a track asso- | cars provided with suitable connections

ciated with each pair of supporting devices | thereto.

and extending parallel therewith, a connect- | JOSEPH B. STRAUSS.
ing device, a car suspended from said tracks |  Witnesses:

at their tops by a connection extending | Epwarp T. Wravy,

downwardly between the supporting de- | Epna K. ReynvoLps.



