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(57) Abstract

An injection blow molding machine
which has an injection molding station (22), a
Ist transfer unit (24), a cooling station (26), a
heating station (30), a 2nd transfer unit (32)
and a plurality of blow forming stations (34).
The injection molding station  (22)
injection-molds M rows of preforms (36). Each
row of preforms (36) comprises N preforms
and extends in a direction B perpendicuiar to
the direction in which the preforms (36) are
transferred. In the lst transfer unit (24), M
rows of the preforms (36) molded by the
injection molding station (22) are taken out by
a take-out mechanism (102) in erected postures
while the intervals between the rows are
narrowed. Further, the pitches between the
columns are changed and the postures of the
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preforms (36) are inverted by an inverting mechanism (104) and the preforms (36) are transferred in inverted postures. The cooling station
(26) and the heating station (30) cool and heat the N preforms (36) in one row while they are conveyed in parallel with each other along a 1st
conveyance passage (200). The 2nd transfer unit (32) transfers the preforms (36) to two blow forming stations (34) while the preforms (36)
are kept in the inverted postures. N/2 preforms (36) are subjected to stretching blow forming by each of the blow forming stations (34) to

form vessels.
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