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An apparatus for cutting barbs into a suture, further
comprising a tensioner for tensioning the filament.

2. claims: 1,3,8,9

An apparatus for cutting barbs into a suture, further
comprising a cut off tool for trimming the filament to a
specified length.

3. claims: 10-12

An apparatus for cutting barbs into a suture comrpising
three directional feed motors for moving a first cutter, a
second cutter, and a grasping tool.

4, claim: 13

A holder for securing a suture, comprising a bed, a channel,
and a plurality of orifices arranged along the channel, each
orifice comprising a first end exposed in the channel and a
second end connected to a suction means.

5. claims: 14-19

A collet for holding a suture, comprising a chuck having a
plurality of jaws, whereby movement of said jaws adjusts the
aperture af said chuck.

6. claims: 20-22,28-30

An apparatus for cutting barbs inte a suture, comprising a
collet being rotatable to impart twist on a suture.

A method of forming a barbed suture using such a rotatable
collet.

7. claim: 23

An apparatus for cutting barbs into a suture, comprising a
collet and a biased tensioner, the biased tensioner allowing
the collet to move in two directions.

8. claim: 25
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A cutter comprising a sharply honed first edge, and a
blunted and roughened second edge.

9. claim: 31

An apparatus for cutting barbs into a suture, comprising a
blade, a tensioning vise, and a movable plate upon which the
blade and the tensioning vise are mounted.

10. claims: 27,32.33

An apparatus for cutting barbs into a suture, comprising a
Jinkage system for causing a blade to describe a circular
path.

A three-axis robot comprising a cutting head, wherein the
cutting head can be moved in x, y, and z directions.

11. claims: 34,36

A cutter comprising a plurality of cutting surfaces being
formed in a spiral about a central shaft.

12. claim: 35

A cutter head comprising a blade slot formed in a base,
wherein said blade slot is formed at an angle to a surface
of the base.
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