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To al/, whom, it nalty concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHNSTODDART BROWN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Gal 
veston, in the county of Galveston and State 
of Texas, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Back-Band Buckles, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to back-band buckles, 

and has for its objects to provide an improved 
construction of the buckle-lever and the hook 
thereon for connecting the buckle with the 
trace-chain, and also to provide eccentrics 
on the holdfasts or journaling portions of 
the buckle-lever, whereby the lever-hook is 
caused to snap into position and is held se 
cure in a plane substantially flush with the 
lower portion of the buckle-frame when the 
buckle is closed by the forcing down of the 
lever. 
The invention consists in features of con 

struction and novel combinations of parts 
comprised in a combined back-band buckle 
and hook, as hereinafter described and 
claimed. 
In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is an 

elevation of my improved back-band buckle 
and hook in position on the back-band and 
connected with a trace-chain. Fig. 2 is a verti 
cal section of the same on the line 22 of Fig. 
1. Fig. 3 is a similar section on the line 33 
of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a perspective of the frame 
or base-plate of the buckle. 

Referring now in detail to the construction 
illustrated in the drawings, the numeral 1 
designates the buckle-frame or metal base 
plate, in which are formed the two parallel 
and transverse slots or serrated openings 2 
and 3, that are provided for passage of the 
back-band 4 of a harness. The upper slot 2 
is provided along its top edge with depend 
ing serrations or teeth 5, and similar grip 
teeth or serrations 6 are arranged to project 
forward from the lower edge of said upper 
slot. Along the upper edge of the lower slot 
3 are depending serrations or teeth 7, similar 
to those on the top edge of the upper slot. 
These serrations 5, 6, and 7 are preferably 
formed by stamping from the base-plate or 
buckle-frame. 
At each end of the upper serrated slot 2 

are formed two perforations 8, arranged in 
vertical lines. These perforations 8 are pro 

vided for the passage of loop-shaped hold 
fasts 9, which are formed on the ends of the 
upper portion of a pivotal buckle-lever 10, 
that is designed to grip the buckle onto the 
back-band. It will be observed by reference 
to the drawings that the back-band 4 enters 
the upper buckle-slot 2 from the rear, pass 
ing beneath the serrations 5 and then forward 
and downward over the forward-projecting 
grip-teeth 6, thence along the front of the 
buckle-frame to the lower slot 3, and rear 
Ward through the same beneath its serrations 
7, and thence downward at the back of the 
buckle. Thus at both of the slots 2 and 3 
the back-band 4 is brought into binding en 
gagement with the slot serrations. 

In the upper portion of the buckle-lever 10 
is a transversely-arranged series of prefer 
ably rectangular perforations 11, that are 
adapted to coincide or register with the for 
ward-projecting grip-teeth 6 of the upper 
buckle-slot 2 when the said buckle-lever is 
forced downward to normal gripping position. 
By the gripping of the back-band between 
these teeth 6 and perforations 11 the buckle 
is securely held at any adjusted elevation 
without any possibility of slipping. The 
buckle-lever 10 is secured in its locked or 
turned-down position by means of eccentrics 

fasts 9, said eccentrics being arranged to bear 
against the rear surface of the buckle-frame 
1 between the perforations 8 when the buckle 
lever is forced down to locking position. 
The lower portion of the buckle-lever 10 is 

formed into a hook 13, that is curved rearward 
toward the plane of the buckle-frame, below 
which it extends, and then upward, and finally 
forward at its upper end. This hook 13 is 
provided for engagement with a link of the 
trace-chain 14, and by proper adjustment of 
the buckle on the back-band the trace-chain 
may be readily supported at any required 
elevation. At its rear side the hook 13 is 
substantially flush with the buckle frame or 
plate 1 when the buckle-lever 10 is turned 
down to locking position, and thus by the 
construction and location of this hook there 
is no liability to disengagement of the trace 
or trace-chain. The locking-pressure exerted 
by the eccentrics 12 will hold the buckle-le 
ver 10 and connected integral hook 13 in firm 

12 on the rear portions of the looped hold 
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operative position unaffected by strain on the 
traces and with no slipping of the buckle upon 
the back-band. 
This back-band buckle and hook can be 

easily and quickly adjusted to any required 
elevation of the trace-chains, the traces can 
be quickly attached or disconnected, and the 
buckle presents no prominent projections 
that would be likely to chafe or injure the 
animal. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. A back-band buckle composed of a frame 

or plate having parallel transverse slots pro 
vided with serrated edges, a buckle-level pro 
vided at both ends of its upper portion with 
looped hold fasts engaged in perforations of 
the buckle-frame and provided with eccen 
trics to bear against the said frame and se 
cure the lever in its turned-down and locked 
position, and a trace-supporting hook inte 
gral with the lower portion of the buckle-le 
Ver and adapted to occupy a position substan 
tially flush with the buckle-frame when the 
lever is locked down, substantially as de 
Scribed. 

2. A back-band buckle composed of a frame 
or plate provided with two parallel transverse 
slots having their upper edges serrated, the 
upper one of said slots being also provided 
along its lower edge with forward-projecting 
grip-teeth, a buckle-lever having perforations 
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to register with said grip-teeth, hold fasts on 
the upper portion of said buckle-lever en 
gaged in perforations of the buckle-frame and 
provided with eccentrics to bear against said 35 
frame and lock the buckle-lever in a turned 
down position, and a trace-supporting hook 
integral with the lower portion of the said le 
ver, substantially as described. 

3. A back-band buckle composed of a frame 
or plate provided with two parallel transverse 
slots having serrated edges and perforations 
formed in said plate at the ends of the upper 
slot, a buckle-lever provided at both ends of 
its upper portion with looped hold fasts en 
gaged in said perforations, eccentrics on said 
hold fasts to bear against the buckle-frame 
and secure the said lever in a turned-down 
or locked position, and a rearward and up 
Ward turned trace-supporting hook integral 
With the lower portion of the buckle-lever 
and adapted to occupy a position substan 
tially flush with the buckle-frame on the turn 
ing down of the buckle-lever, substantially 
as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
0SSGS. 

JOIN STOIDDAIRT BROWN. 
Witnesses: 

ROBERT INGRAM, 
IIARRY ID. RIGBY. 
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