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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MARCELLUS S. ALEXAN-

DER, & citizen of the United States, residing at
Moorefield, West Virginia, haveinvented new
and useful Improvements in Cartridge Imple-
ments, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. ' :
My invention is an improvement in car-
tridge implements, and is designed particu-
larly for seating a wad of peculiar construe-
tion, deseribed in an application for patent
filed by me simultaneously herewith.

The invention has for its object to provide
a deviee by means of which the mucilage on
the wad is evenly moistened and.in a much
shorter space of time than is required to per-
form the same operation by hand, and the wad
guided ingo the mouth of the cartridge.

To this end my invention consists of a small
cylinder the opening in which is slightly
greater in diameter than the wad, which is
torced down through it by a ramrod, the said
cylinder being provided with an interior por-
ous collar kept moist by the application of
water or mucilage, and having a central open-
ing of a diameter slightly less than that of
the opening in the eylinder, so that as the
wad passes through the opening its gummed

periphery is brought into contact with the.

moist sponge, all as hereinafter set forth.

In order that those skilled in the art may
know how to make and use my invention, I
will proceed to describe the samein connection
with the accompanying drawing, in which the
figure represents a central vertical section of
the device, with a shell in position to receive
the wad. o :

A represents the top of the cylinder, and is
formed, as shown, with'a flaring mouth and
a depending ‘annular flange, @, extending
down a sufficient distance to envelop the
sponge B and extend a short distance over
the top of the bottom section, C, over which
it fits snugly. I may fasten the two sections
A and C together by a bayonet-joint, or by
screws, if desired; but for ordinary use a
fastening is not necessary. The portion A is
also provided with a short annular flange, b,

which forms a continuation of the inner face |
‘of the opening, and the object of which is to

As an additional
means of securing the sponge in place, I pro-
vide the part A with sharp downward pro-

(No. model.)

jections e, which, when the parts are in place,
pin the sponge to the lower section. The
rest for the sponge, and the receptacle for the
open end of the shell, is formed by the part D.
It is bored out centrally to accommodate the
shell, and has a shoulder, f, against which
the shell rests. This shoulder is of a thick-
ness equal to that of the wall of the shell, so
as to afford a smooth surface over which the
wad passes on its way to the shell.

In order that the mucilage may not be
rubbed off the wad in its passage from the
sponge ‘to the shell, the shoulder f may be
notched in order to present less surfacefor the
wad to rub against.
~ In the operation of the device, the wad is
introduced into the upper end of the tube
and foreced down by means of a ramrod. In
its passage the gummed edges come in con-
tact with the sponge and are dampened. Ad-
ditional pressure on the rod forces the wad
down past the shoulders f into the shell,
where 1t is fastened by the dampened gummed
portions coming in contact with the shell.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. Inanimplement for dampening and seat-
ing gummed wads in cartridges,. the combi-
nation, with the cylindrieal portion adaptedto
receive the wad and guide it into the shell,
substantially as deseribed, of the sponge hav-
ing a central opening for the passage of the
wad placed within said cylindrical portion.

2. In an implement for seating wads in car-
tridges, the cylindrical body composed of the
portion A, provided with the projections e
and the depending flange ¢, and the portion C,
having the shoulder f, in combination with
the sponge B, substantially as described.

3. In an implement for seating wads in car-
tridges, the cylindrical body composed of the
portion A, provided with the projections e
and the depending flange «, and the portion
C, having the notched shoulder, as described,
in ecombination with the sponge B, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my-hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

MARCELLUS SHERRARD ALEXANDER,

Witnesses:

JOHN WILSON,
ALBERT ALEXANDER,
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