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1 Claim. (CL 128—467)

The object of the present invention is to provide a
brassiere which will hold the cups of the brassiere up-
wardly extended without the use of boning and which
will comfortably maintain the smooth rounded areas at
the opposite side of each cup in the absence of boning,
which will provide better lateral support while enabling
the use of freely extendable light fabric over a substan-
tial central proportion of each bust, so that while the
lateral sides and general form of each cup of the bras-
siere is maintained, the central area of each cup may
be of light, freely yieldable fabric, and no pressure will
be imposed upon the sensitive arcas of the bust when
the garment is worn.

The aforesaid and other objects of the invention will
be described hereinafter, with reference to the drawings,
in which,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a brassiere constructed
in accordance with the invention, the inner lateral area
of each cup having been broken away to expose the
lateral supporting elements, the garment being relaxed
and ready for folding into two halves;

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig, 1, the view being partly
broken away, showing the garment in its position when
worn, with the light, vielding fabric area at the center
of each cup being brought outward without folds;

Fig. 3 is a schematic plan view of the structure taken
from the exterior thereof;

Fig. 4 is a schematic plan view of the structure taken
from the inner face thereof with the fabric lining partly
broken away to show the lateral reinforcing element
greatly enlarged for clarity of illustration; and

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary section on the line 5—S5, Fig. 4.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, it will be seen that the
brassiere consists of a band 1, which may be sectional
if desired, back band elements 2, and cups, each of which
is preferably within an area reinforced by a U-shaped
wire 3 suitably cushioned by a cushjoning material 4 at
the inside of the brassiere, as indicated more particu-
larly in Figs. 4 and 5. Each cup is provided with a
lining 5 of light fabric, and an outer covering 6 of any
suitable decorative fabric, lace being an example.

At each side and between the outer fabric and lining
of the respective cups is a relatively stiff reinforcing
member 7 of other material which will stand repeated
washing; and I prefer that the material be woven of
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nylon of that type adapted for forming stiff but resilient
threads, and of such character that repeated flexing and
washing or dry cleaning of the garment will not affect
its function at the lateral sides of each cup in main-
taining a smooth supporting wall, so that each cup will
be maintained generally in the form which it assumes
upon the wearer, at the sides of the cup, leaving the
center of each cup free and yielding upon the slightest
pressure so that the garment in said areas will naturally
conform to the busts of the wearer.

Reference to Figs. 1 and 2 will show that the lateral
reinforcements of each cup maintain the side areas of
the cup in substantially the same formation as when the
garment as worn and, as shown in Fig. 1, the soft and
yielding character of the fabric of each cup in its area
between the lateral reinforcements will cause it to as-
sume a relaxed fullness.

By means of my invention, maintenance of the cor-
rect form, adequate lateral support for the bust, and
extension of life of the garment is assured without bon-
ing, and this with a greater comfort than is secured by
the expedient of boning.

It will be seen that by reference to Fig. 5 that the inner
edge of each reinforcement 7 is protected by being cov-
ered with a longitudinally folded tape 7x, and that the
outer fabric of the cup lies over said tape. Of course,
when the outer fabric is opaque the tape, in each case,
will be concealed.

Having described my invention, what I claim and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent is as follows:

A brassiere consisting of a front panel, back band
elements and two cups carried by the front panel, and
each having a curvilinear base area, an inverted V-shaped
area rising substantially above said front panel, the latter
at its centre area being formed in inverted V-shape
and its apex being substantially below the top areas of
the cups and the cups at their inner margins being formed
with two reversely curved lateral surfaces, each cup
meeting the other at the point of juncture of said curved
lateral surfaces, and the panel at said lateral surfaces
of the cups carrying narrow applied flex-resistant rein-
forcements maintaining said lateral surfaces generally in
the form assumed by the wearer and leaving the center
of each cup free and yielding upon light pressure, en-
abling the garment in said center areas of the cups to

" freely conform to the busts of the wearer whilst sub-
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stantial lateral areas of the busts are firmly supported
laterally.
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