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According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC
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CPC: A61B 5/0002, 5/0004, 5/0028, 5/0033; USPC: 600/587, 590, 595
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Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages
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X US 2012/0281071 A1 (BERGMAN, H. et al.) November 08, 2012; abstract; figures 1-2; 13-14
- paragraph [0025-0029, 0032]; claims 1 and 5 -
Y 1-12, 15-25
X US 2011/0130786 A1 (CLAYTON, L. et al.) June 02, 2011; figures 1-3; paragraphs [0022, 0028] | 26
Y US 4,986,281 A (PREVES, D. et al.) January 22, 1991; figure 1; column 1, lines 20-43; column 112, 15-25
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Y US 7,914,468 B2 (SHALON, T. et al.) March 29, 2011; column 2, lines 23-56 ' 8-9, 21-22
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“y” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
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-***.Continued from Box lI-***- v
The application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fee must be paid.

Group |: Claims 1-12 and 15-26 are directed towards at least a scanner, a tracking illumination emitter, a display screen, a data
processor, a 3D image of an ear canal, a device modeled from the 3D image to be inserted into the ear canal, and a sensory-indication
provided to the subject's ear canal when the subject's jaw moves past a predetermined limit.

Group II: Claims 13-14 are directed towards at least a scanner, a tracking illumination emitter, a display screen, a data processor, a 3D
image of an ear canal, a device modeled from the 3D image to be inserted into the ear canal, a bend in the ear canal for treating
discomfort in a joint between a mandible and a corresponding temporal bone, a disc located between the mandible and the temporal
bone and associated musculature, and a generally cylindrical core with an exterior surface shaped to substantially conform to a contour
of the portion of the ear canal.

The inventions listed as Groups | and |l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features. Group | has at least a sensory-indication provided to the
subject's ear canal when the subject's jaw moves past a predetermined limit that Group |l does not have. Group |l has at least a bend in
the ear canal for treating discomfort in a joint between a mandible and a corresponding temporal bone, a disc located between the
mandible and the temporal bone and associated musculature, and a generally cylindrical core with an exterior surface shaped to
substantially conform to a contour of the portion of the ear canal that Group | does not have.

The common technical features of Groups | and Il are at least a scanner, a tracking illumination emitter, a display screen, a data
processor, a 3D image of an ear canal, and a device modeled from the 3D image to be inserted into the ear canal.

These common features are disclosed by US 2012/0281071 A1 to BERGMAN, H. et al. (hereinafter "Bergman"), which discloses a
scanner (a scanner body in the form of handheld probe 34; figures 1-2; paragraph [0025-0029]; claim 1), a tracking illumination emitter .
(a tracking illumination emitter; figures 1-2; paragraph [0025-0029]; claim 1), a display screen (a display screen; figures 1-2; paragraph
[0025-0029]; claim 1), a data processor (an image sensor mounted within the scanner body and coupled for data communications to a
data processor; figures 1-2; paragraph [0025-0029]; claim 1), a 3D image of an ear canal (the data processor configured so that it
functions by constructing a 3D image of the scanned object; figures 1-2; paragraph [0025-0029); claim 1), and a device modeled from
the 3D image to be inserted into the ear canal (outer shape of hearing aid (device adapted to be inserted into ear canal) is custom-fit to
patient's ear canal based upon 3D image of patient's ear canal generated by optical scanning device; abstract; figures 1-2; paragraph
[0025-0029, 0032)). .

Since the common technical features are previously disclosed by Bergman, these common features are not special and so Groups | and
Il fack unity. :
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