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3. Claims. (Cl. 21:1-34). 
The present invention relates to shoe supports 

in general and more particularly to a Support: On: 
which a shoe and a last are positioned during 
the time intervals between the successive, steps: 
in the process of shoe fabrication, More specifl 
cally the invention comprises, a supportion which 
an inverted shoe last and its enclosing shoe are: 
positioned and supported in a manner which per 
mits of easy removal and which eliminates con 
tact of the shoe with exterior surfaces: 
The manufacture of shoes, comprises a. series: 

of operational steps: in which the shoe, together 
with the last upon which it is assembled, are: 
handled and rehandled, are: laid aside while other 
units are worked upon, and are often moved from 
one location to another. For this purpose movie. 
able racks are provided, upon which the units, 
comprising a shoe and a last, are; individually 
supported and by which they may be transported 
from place to place in the factory, as desired. 
Such racks may be arranged so, as, to support the 

2. . . 
of the invention to providea shoeirack in which 
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shoes in a single row, or in a series of vertically 
spaced rows. Regardless of the particular. 
arrangement, however, it is: essential that the: worker be able to position the shoes readily in 25 
the rack and also be able to remove: them, with: 
the same ease therefrom; - - - 
These racks are used, and reused, and with the 

passage of time and much handling frequently 
become soiled with foreign material and if the so shoes which are: carried-thereby come into con 
tact with the soiled surfaces, they too are dirtied. 
Many shoes being light colored, soil, marks: 
thereon are clearly visible and to...remove such 
marks requires a cleaning operation which might 
otherwise be unnecessary: and the inclusion of 
which results in... un necessary; manufacturing 
expense. - 

According to the present invention a shoe-rack 
support is provided which is:so constructed and 
arranged as to hold the shoe and its last in a 
manner that the surface of the shoe is entirely 
spaced from all adjacents surfaces. The last 
alone makes contact...with the Support or carrier 
when used with all standard shoe designs and 45 
the construction is further characterized by the 
ease and certainty with which the shoe and last 
unit may be positioned and removed. 

It is accordingly an object of the presen 
invention to provide a new and improved support 
for shoes and lasts during manufacture. It is 
another object of the invention to provide a car 
rier for shoes and lasts which supports the shoes 
out of contact with adjacent surfaces by which 

as as is shown most clearly in Figure 3:. 

40 

of a shoe in mid-process of manufacture: . 

shoes, and lasts are removably positioned...during 
the interval between steps in the process of shoe 
manufacture and which is characterized by the 
ease and certainty with which the units are:posi 
tioned and removed . 
These and other more, specific objects will 

appear upon reading the following. Specification 
and claims and upon...considering in...connection 
therewith the attached. drawings: to... which they 
relate. . . - . ?? . - 

Referring now...to the drawings in which a pres' 
ferred , embodiment of the: invention is illus: 
trated: . . . `,? ' `..?? `` . . .??…. ', ' ' ' ' - 

Figure: 1...is a view in perspective of a rack cori 
structed ini accordance with the present inven 
tion; . . . . . . " . 

Figure 2 is a view, showing: the shoe and last 
about to be seated in its individual carrier or slip 
port; and ? ...........' , '" ......... .. . . . . . 
... Figure:3 shows the shoe; and last supported in: 
the carrier. . . . . . . - 
In the drawings the reference character. O. 

indicates: generally a portable shoe: rack which is: 
seen to comprise-vertical uprights fiatsits oppo 
site ends which are carried by bases 12, them. 
selves adapted to rest or slide over a supporting: 
surface, Aplurality of vertically spaced shelves 
13 extend, between ... the end members.fi. In 
the embodiment: "illustrated three shelves: are: 
employed but it is to be understood that the numa 
ber of shelves, their lengths and their vertical 
spacing...is entirely a matter of choice. Each: 
shelf. 3 is tilted slightly so that its upper surface: 
makes an angle of about 15° with the:horizontal, 

Along the upper surface of shelf f3 at regularly. 
spaced intervals are supports:orcarriers 16, each 
of which is individually adapted to receive...and 
Supporta: shoe last 17.together, With a sho 
by which it is enclosed and which is illustrativ 

Thie: 
Well: general shape of the last í 75 isºstandard and 

known, being a substantial imitation off the 
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human: foot: with toe, heeland Einstep portionis. 
The last is preferably made of a solid, relatively 
light material such as wood, and is shaped along 
its instep and heel to provide a pointed instep 
projection 2 f and a flat upper heel area 22. 
Each carrier 6 is contoured and shaped to 
receive and Seat a last fl and comprises a fiat 
plate 23, shaped generally as the sole of a shoe 
forward of the heel, and secured to its under 
lying shelf by a pair of screws 27 extended 

they could be soiled. It is a still further object 55 through openings 28. Forwardly and rear 

  

  

  

  



3 
wardly positioned pairs of fingers 24 and 26, 
respectively, extend upwardly from the opposite 
sides of plate 23 at its front and rear extremities. 
The front arms or fingers 24 are longer and 
extend further above the plate than do fingers 
26, but in each case the upper extremities are 
gently curved outwardly. Forward fingers 24, 
being parallel to the adjacent side of the plate 
23, are angularly related, their included angle 
opening rearwardly, while the rear fingers extend 
parallel. To receive the pointed projection 2 at 
the instep of the inverted last 7, plate 23 is 
formed with a V-shaped cut-out or opening 29, 
the rear edge or base of which lies along the edges. 

3, so as not to 15. of the shelf 3, as shown in Figure 
be obstructed thereby. 
The carriers f6 arranged along the shelves 3 

are identical and it will be necessary only to de 
scribe the relationship of one carrier to the shoe 
and the last unit positioned thereon in order to 
make clear the relationship, which existS in each 
case. Letit be assumed that the last is positioned 
Within the shoe and that the worker has been per 
forming an operation thereon in the fabricating. 
of the shoe. The same: step is usually performed 
upon all of the shoes in a rack before a particular 
shoe in that rack is advanced to the next fabricat 
ing step. Upon completing the particular Opera 
tion upon the shoe in his charge, the Worker takes 
it by the underside and slides it and the enclosed 
last in an inverted condition into its empty car 
rier. The rack is turned so that the heels of the 
shoes face the operator and the movement of the 
shoe and last unit is forward and downward, un 
til the forward portion of the last instep seats be 
tween the front fingers 24 while the flat portion. 
22 of the heel rests betWeen the rear fingers 26. 
The instep of the lastis. Somewhat accentuated 
so that with its forward portion extended between 
the fingers 24 the pointed portion 2 thereof ex 
tends downwardly and rests against the base of 
the triangular cut-out opening 29 in the carrier 
plate 23. The shoe for its part is supported'en 
tirely by the last. The fingers 24 and 26 and the 
plate 23 entirely support and position the shoe 
and last by engagement with the latter only, while 
the enclosing shoe, which does not extend down 
Wardlyupon the last instep sufficiently to con 
tact the fingers. 24, nor sufficiently downwardly 
upon the heel of the last to contact the fingers 26, 
is supported entirely free therefrom. The carrier 
6 is tipped slightly downwardly at its forward 

side, as shown in Figure 3, making for ease of po 
sitioning and removal, and, to an operator famil 
iar with his work, the operation of replacing one 
shoe and last and withdrawing another is sub 
Stantially a single continuous movement. . He 
shoves the completed unit into its waiting car 
rier from the rear where it is retained by gravity 
and the cooperation of the parts as described: 
With his arm so advanced, he merely moves his 
hand laterally to grasp the adjacent shoe and 
last and pulls it rearwardly displacing...it 
pletely. . . . . . . 

The carriers constructed in accordance with 
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4. 
the present invention are economically manufac 
tured being simply made as by stamping from a 
single sheet of metal and are easily secured to 
and removed from their supporting shelf by the 
use of a Screw driver. 
While the particular apparatus herein shown 

and described in detail is fully capable of attain 
ing the objects and providing the advantages 
hereinbefore stated, it is to be understood that it is merely illustrative of the presently preferred 
embodiments of the invention and that no limita 
tions are intended to the details of construction or 
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design herein shown other than as defined in the 
appended claims. 
I claim: 1. A 'shoe and last support adapted to seat a last 

formed, with a narrowed downwardly extending 
instep and a shoe positioned thereon, comprising 
a plate formed with a central aperture to receive 
and seat the lower extremity of said instep with 
Said last inverted, with spaced forward finger's 
constructed and arranged to receive and seat said 
instep forwardly of said lower extremity, and 
spaced rear fingers constructed and arranged to 
seat said last rearwardly of said instep. 

2. A shoe and last support adapted to seat a 
last formed with a narrowed downwardly extend 
ing instep, and a shoe positioned thereon, com 
prising a plate formed with a central aperture to 
receive and seat the lower extremity of said in 
step with said last inverted, with spaced angularly 
positioned fingers flaring slightly outwardly at 
their upper-ends to receive and seat the instep 
forwardly of said lower. extremity, and spaced 
fingerS. arranged rearwardly of said first-men 
tioned fingers flaring slightly outwardly at their 
upper ends and constructed and arranged to seat 
Said last rearwardly of said instep. 

3... Arack for shoes and lasts comprising a shelf, 
a Support for inverted-shoes and last mounted on 
the top of said shelf and extending forwardly 
thereof, 'Said support comprising. a rigid base 
formed With a central aperture forwardly of said 
shelf to receive and seat the extremity of the last 
instep, a pair of forward fingers to receive and 
Seat, the forward, portion of said instep, and a 
pair of rear fingers located above said shelf to re 
ceive and seat the heel of said last. 
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