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UNITED STATES

1,565,332

PATENT OFFICE.

TEEODORE B. SCHIMPFF, OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA.

DROP COUNTER.

Application. filed Septgmber 25, 1924, Serial No=739,955.

To all whom it may concern.’

Be it Lknown that I, Tmmopore B.
Scmrprr, a citizen of the United States,
residing at Scranton, in the county of Lacka-

i wanna and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Drop Counters; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as

tv will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to an improved
drep counter and more particularly to a
counter which will be used where games
i3 are operated, such as wheels and the like.
The cbject of the invention is to provide a
corabined drop counter and money collect-
ing device, which will be used in connection
with such devices where the person play-
irg a certain number will place his money
on the corresponding number on the pivoted
platform at the top of the counter so that
it he does not win, the person in charge of
the chance device will depress the operated
mechanism of -the counter, thereby causing
the platform to drop inwardly so that the
money placad thereon will fall into the lower
part of the apparatus where it will be col-
lected from time to time by the owner of
the chance apparatus. ‘
A further object of the invention is to
provide a drep counter and money collect-
ing device for operators of such devices or
other types of devices whereby the money
placed by the persons participating in the

games will be received and collected in a

suitable container in such a manner that
the person in charge of the games or such
devices will have practically no opportunity
for embezzling the funds taken in.

In the accompanying drawings which
form a part of my application:
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Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my im-

proved drop counter and money receptacle.

Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse sectional
view taken through my invention.

Fig. 3
invention,

Fig. 4 is a partial transverse sectional
view of my invention; and

Fig. 5'is a plan view of the drop plat-
form.

Like characters are used throughout the
following specification and the accompany-
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is a partial end elevation of my .

ing drawings to designate corresponding
parts. '

My improved drc» counter and money re-
ceptacle comprises a substantially rectan-
gular-shaped body 1 which tapers downward
at 2 and is provided at its lowermost por-
tion with a hinged door 3 which is retained
in closed position by means of lock 4.

A pair of inverted V-shaped baflles 5 ex-
tend longitudinally within the body 1 in
spaced  relationship, one above the other.

A dvop platform 6 is hinged at 7 at the
upper end of the body 1, and is provided on
its upper surface with a plurality of num-
bered spaces, which may be few or manv,
as desired. A pair of arcuate slots 8 are
formed in the opposite ends of the body 1
and are adapted to guide the outwardly ex-
tended ends of the crank 9 carried by the
drop platform 6, the said ends of the crank
extending «at a slight distance beyond the
ends of the box or receptacle 1.

A pair of links 10 are pivoted to the free
ends of the crank 9 one at each end of the
receptacle 1, and have their opposite ends
swivelly connected to the studs 11 which are
slidably mounted in the slotted guide mem-
bers 12 at either end of the receptacle.

Suitably supported angle members 18 are
attached at the four corners of the box 1
and extend downwardly therefrom, where
adjacent members are connected by means of
base members 14.

A pivoted foot operated mechanism com-
prises side bars 15 which are pivoted at 16
on the upwardly extended studs 17 on the
base members 14. The free ends of the hars
15 are connected by means of the foot rail 18.

Link members 19 connect the oppositely
disposed side members with the studs which
are slidably mounted in the guide mem-
bers 12.

Coil springs 20 are positioned between the
said side members 15 and the rear standards
13 and normally tend to hold the several
operating parts in elevated position so that
the drop platform 6 will extend flush with
the top of the box 1.

From the foregoing description it will be
apparent that when the foot rail 18 is de-
pressed the drop platform 6 will drop or an-
gle inwardly within the box 1 due to the sev-
eral connecting links, and when the foot 1s
removed from the foot rail 18 the drop plat-
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form will rise to its normal position, due to
the action of the spring 20.

The mode of operation of my device is as
follows: It will be understood that these
drop counters are to be used with such de-
vices as wheels or other devices, which are
used at amusement parks, fairs, carnivals,
bazaars, and the like.

Assuming that five persons are playing,
before the wheel is spun they place their
money on five of the numbered spaces which
are on the drop counter. The wheel is then
spun and the money is left on the counter
until the wheel stops. Should it stop at a
number corresponding with one of the se-
lected numbers on the counter, the winner is
given his prize. Immediately the attendant
steps on the foot rail 18, thereby causing
the platform to drop or angle into box 1 so
that the money placed thereon will drop into
the lower portion of the locked receptacle.
Tn the event that there were no winners the
same operation would be followed out.

It wili, therefore, be obvious that the at-
tendant would havelittle or no chance of em-
bezzling funds belonging to the owner of the
apparatus. A certain amount of change
would necessarily be given to the attendant
before he started to work and this amount
would have to be returned when his day was
completed. All the profits received would
therefore be retained in the locked box un-
til the owner or authorized person came and
removed them.

Many minor changes in detail of construc-
ticn may be resorted to without departure
from the spirit of the invention.

I claim:

1. A drop counter and money receptacle
comprising a substantially rectangular
shaped body portion, a door hinged at the
bottom thereot, a platform hinged at the top
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of said bady member, means for supporting
said body member, said body member being
provided with oppositely disposed arcuate
slots in its ends, a foot operated device piv-
oted to said supporting means, a crank con-
nected with said drop platform and extend-
ing through said arcuate slots, a link con-
nected between said foot operated mecha-
nism and said drop platform, whereby when
said foot mechanism is depressed the drop
platform will also be depressed.

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1,
and guide members positioned at the oppo-
site ends of said standards adapted to cooper-
ate with said foot operated mechanism and
connecting links.

3. The combination as set forth in claim
1, and resilient means for normally holding
said foot operated mechanism and drop
platform in raised position.

4, A combined drop counter and money
receptacle comprising a hollow body por-
tion, spaced baffles positioned thereon, a
door hinged at the lower end of said body, a
drop platform provided with suitably iden-
tified spaces on its upper surface and hinged
at the upper edge of said body, interconnect-
ed standards at the ends of said bLody, the
opposite ends of said body being provided
with arcuate guide slots, a crank connected
to said drop platform adapted to extend
through said slots, slotted guide members
positioned at the opposite ends of said
standards, a pivoted foot operated device, in-
terconnected links between said foot oper-
ated device and said platform adapted to be
guided by said guide members, and resilient
means for normally holding said foot oper-
ated device and drop platform in raised po-
sition.

In testimony whereof I affix my signatuve.

THEODORE B. SCHIMPFF.
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