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My invention relates to a garment hanger and dryer.
It has to do, more particularly, with a unit which is par-
ticularly useful for receiving and supporting garments
which have been washed and which need to be hung until
they drip dry.

My invention provides a simple, inexpensive device
which may be hung from a suitable support and which
is adapted to receive drip-dry garments when wet so that
they can be hung therein until they drip dry. The device
can be positioned in clothes closets, etc. and will be pleas-
ing in appearance so as to avoid the unsightly practice of
hanging garments where they are visible during the drip-
dry period. Also, during this period it is necessary to
provide some means, such as towels on the floor, for ab-
sorbing the dripping water. The device is particularly
useful in apartments, dormitories, or the like which are
not provided with laundry rooms. The device not only
includes means for hanging the garments inconspicuously
but also means for catching and retaining the water which
drips from the hung garments. Furthermore, the device
is of such a nature that when it is not in use, it can be
folded into a compact unit for storage or for ease in
carrying it, such as in the trunk of a car.

In the accompanying drawings, I have illustrated the
preferred embodiment of my invention but it is to be
understood that specific details may be varied without
departing from the basic concept of the invention.

In these drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a device embody-
ing my invention.

FIGURE 2 is a vertical, sectional view taken along
line 2—2 of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a detail in enlarged, vertical section taken
along line 3—3 of FIGURE 4 showing one of the ex-
tended hooks used for suspending the device along with
its mounting.

FIGURE 4 is a plan view of the device in folded,
nested condition.

FIGURE 35 is a detail in enlarged plan, partly broken
away, showing the suspending hooks in their inoperative
positions.

FIGURE 6 is a transverse, vertical, sectional view taken
along line 6—6 of FIGURE 4 through the folded device.

FIGURE 7 is a perspective view showing my device
supported by a collapsible supporting rack.

FIGURE 8 is a detail of the rack taken along line
8—8 of FIGURE 7. :

With reference to the drawings, the device of this in-
vention comprises mainly a supporting top member 18,
a bottom drip-receiving tray 11 and flexible suspending
means 12 for suspending the tray 11 from the top member
10. The members 10 and 11 are preferably formed of
substantially rigid plastic and the suspending means 12
is preferably in the form of opposed front and rear panels
13 of nylon mesh or cloth. As will be apparent later,
these panels not only serve as suspending means but also
have a wick-effect when wet garments are suspended from
the upper member 190.

The top member 19 is of inverted rectangular tray
form having a flat top wall 15 and a depending continuous
marginal flange 16. The top wall is provided with a cen-
trally disposed flat recessed area 17. Disposed across this
area slightly off-center transversely is a metal bar 18
(FIGURES 3 and 5) which may be suitably secured to
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the plastic top. This bar is provided with a pair of spaced
inwardly opening pockets or slots 19.

Adjacent the metal bar 18, the top wall 15 carries a
pair of suspending hooks 20. Each hook has an outer
main hook portion 21 and an inner hook 22 which passes
through an eye 23. This eye 23 is on the upper end of a
connecting member which is rotatably mounted in the
recessed portion 17 of the top wall by means including a
washer 25 and an associated spherical stop enlargement
27 on the lower end of the eye member. The extremity
of the inner hook portion 22 is provided with a laterally
extending spring finger 26 which is adapted. to cooperate
with the associated slot 9. It will be apparent that any
desired number of hooks 2¢ may be provided and a corre-
sponding number of associated slots 12 will be provided.
In inoperative position, the hooks are swung downwardly
flat against the recessed surface 17 as indicated in FIG-
URE 5. To move them to operative position, they are
swung upwardly, by rotating the hooks 22 in the eyes
23, and then are rotated, by rotating the eyes 23, to swing
the fingers 26 into the slots 19 (FIGURE 3). The hook
portions 21 can then be hooked over a closet rod or other
suitable support S as indicated in FIGURE 1. Friction
between the -fingers 26 and the top sides of the slots 19
will keep the eyes 23 and consequently the hooks 29 from
rotating.

The lower tray member 11 is made watertight and
includes the flat bottom 30 (FIGURES 2 and 6) with an
upstanding continuous marginal flange 31. This flange
31 is offset outwardly at its upper extremity to provide a
shoulder 32. The flange is also preferably provided. with
a reinforcing lip 33 at its upper edge. With this arrange-
ment, the plain depending flange 16 on the top member
10 can, when the members 10 and 11 are brought into
cooperative relationship, slip into or telescope within the
upstanding flange 31 until its lower edge engages the
shoulder 32.

As previously indicated, the top member 18 is con-
nected to the bottom tray member 11 by the flexible
panels 13. These woven or mesh nylon panels are con-
nected to rods 35 at their upper and lower edges. These
rods interfit with brackets 36 at their outer ends on the
inner surfaces of the flanges 16 and 31 of the respective
members 10 and 11. These brackets may be formed as
an integral part of the member 10 or 11 or may be formed
separately and suitably attached thereto.

Directly below the hooks 28, a crimped rod 40 is pro-
vided extending forwardly and rearwardly and disposed
upwardly within the flange 16 of the top member. The
ends of this rod are anchored in brackets 41 which, like
the brackets 36, may be integral with or attached to the
flange. The crimped rod provides indentations 42 for
receiving the hooks of garment carrying hangers H as
indicated in FIGURE 2.

When the device is to be stored or transported, the top
member 10 is moved into nesting relationship with the
bottom tray i1, as indicated in FIGURE 6, with the
flexible panels 13 folded therewithin. However, the hooks
20 will be flat against the recessed surface as in FIGURE
5. This will provide a meat, compact and lightweight
package.

To use the device, the hooks 20 are extended as in
FIGURE 6 and the top member is lifted as in FIGURES
1and 2. It is then hung from the support S and the tray
11 will be suspended by means of the extended panels
13. The sides of the device will be open and garments
G on hangers H can be positioned within the device being
hung from the rod 40. Drying air will circulate through
the sides of the device and through the panels 13. If
the panels contact garments, they will serve as wicks for
conducting the moisture therefrom. The tray 11 will
receive and retain drips.
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Thus, the device will provide a means for suspending
drip-dry articles which will be pleasing in appearance and
will function effectively to retain the water which drips
from the garments. Also, the device can be arranged
in the form of a compact package for storage or trans-
portation, ’

Where a support like a closet rod is not available, a
collapsible supporting rack 56 of the type shown in FIG-
URE 7 may be provided. This rack comprises the in-
verted U-shaped leg members 51 pivoted together at 51a.
Spacer rods 52 are provided at the upper ends of the
members 51 to hold their side legs in X-relationship.
These rods 52 are provided with depending spring clips
53 which snap over the transverse upper ends 54 of the
members 51. A similar rod 55 is provided over the rods
52 and rests thereon being clamped thereto by spring
clips 56. This rod S5 serves as a support from which
the hanger and dryer can be suspended by means of the
hooks 20. With this arrangement, the rack provides a
suitable support when set-up but can be knocked down
for storage.

It will be apparent that this invention provides a
garment hanger and dryer having many advantages.
Some of these advantages have been discussed above and
others will be apparent.

According to the provisions of the patent statutes, the
principles of this invention have been explained and have
been illustrated and described in what is now considered
to represent the best embodiment. However, it is to be
understood that, within the scope of the appended claims,
the invention may be practiced otherwise than as specifical-
ly illustrated and described.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim is:

1. A garment hanging and drying device comprising a
tep member adapted to be supported by a suitable sup-
port, a bottom tray member for receiving the drip from
a garment supported from said top member, and flexible
means for suspending the tray member from said top
member, said top and bottom members having flanges
which extend toward each other and which telescope with
each other when the members are brought into cooper-
ative relationship, said top member being provided with
a suspending hook pivoted thereto for movement be-
tween a position in flat contact with the top and an
extended " position projecting upwardly therefrom, said
hook being pivotally connected to the top by a rotatable
eye member, said hook having a finger projecting through
the eye, and a socket on the top adjacent the eye into and
out of which said finger may be swung.

2. A garment hanging and drying device comprising
a top member of inverted rectangular tray form having
a flat top wall and a depending continuous marginal
flange with oppositely disposed side portions and op-
positely disposed end portions, suspending means carried
on the exterior of the top member for suspending it from
a suitable support, garment-suspending means carried on
the interior of the top member for suspending a garment
therefrom which is to drip-dry, a bottom tray member
of watertight construction for receiving the drip from a
garment suspended from said top member, said tray mem-
ber being of rectangular form having a flat bottom wall
and an upright continuous marginal flange, said flange
having oppositely disposed side portions and opposite-
ly disposed end portions, flexible means for suspending
the bottom tray member from the top member with the
respective depending side and end portions of the flange
of the top member in substantially the same verical planes
as the corresponding upstanding side and end portions
of the flange of said bottom tray member but said flanges
being disposed to telescope with each other as the oppos-
ing flanges are brought together, said flexible means com-
prising front and rear panels of mesh material, each of
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which has upper and lower ends which are secured with-
in the respective depending side portions and upstanding
side portions of the opposed flanges of the top member
and bottom tray member and are substantially coex-
tensive therewith, said front and rear panels providing
for circulation of drying air therethrough as well as for
suspending the bottom tray member from the top mem-
ber and having opposed vertical side edges, the spaces
formed at the ends of the panels between said side edges
of opposed panels being clear to permit insertion and re-
moval of garments between the panels and additional cir-
culation of air for driying as well as tipping the tray
toward either of its ends to drain collected water there-
from, said side panels being foldable between the top
member and bottom tray member as such members are
moved vertically together and the opposed flanges thereof
are brought into telescopic relationship.

3. A garment hanging and drying device comprising
a top member of inverted tray form having a top wall
and a depending continuous marginal flange, suspending
means on the exterior of the top member for suspending
it from a suitable support, garment suspending means
on the interior of the top member for suspending a
garment therefrom which is to drip-dry, a bottom tray
member of watertight construction for receiving the drip
from a garment suspended from said top member and
having an upright continuous marginal flange, and flexible
means for suspending the bottom tray member from the
top member with the flanges of said members directed
toward each other and in substantially the same vertical
plane but said flanges being disposed to telescope as they
are brought together, said flexible means having upper
and lower ends secured to the respective top and bottom
members within the flanges thereof and serving to pro-
vide for circulation of drying air between said members
as well as for suspending the bottom tray member from
the top member, said flexible means being foldable be-
tween the top member and bottom tray member as such
members are moved vertically together and the opposed
flanges thereof are brought into telescopic relationship.

4. A garment hanging and drying device comprising a
top supporting member, suspending means on the exterior
of the top member for suspending it from a suitable
support, said top member being adapted to have a garment
supported therefrom which is to drip-dry, a bottom tray
member of watertight construction for receiving the drip
from a garment supported from said top member and flexi-
ble means for suspending the bottom tray member from
the top member in substantially the same vertical plane,
said flexible means having upper and lower ends secured
to the respective top and bottom members and arranged to
provide for circulation of drying air between said mem-
bers as well as for suspending the bottom tray member
from the top member, said flexible means being foldable
between the top member and bottom tray member as
such members are moved vertically together into co-
operative relaticnship.
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