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To all whomy it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiam H. MCKENNA,
of Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Spigots,of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal section.
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the valve
open; and Fig. 3 is a cross-section on theline
III—IIT of Fig. 2.

My invention has for its object to provide a
spigot for casks and barrels, of improved con-
struction, and which has the advantages of
being simple of construction, of holding back

contact with the metal of which it is made,
and of being capable of being opened or
turned on only by a key of peculiar construe-
tion.

In the drawings, 2 represents the tube or
barrel of the spigot, having a mouth or deliv-
ery opening 3, and an annular valve-seat 4 on
which the valve 5 fits. This valve is fixed to
a stem 6, which is set axially within the barrel
of the spigot and moves lengthwise therein
against the pressure of a coiled spring 7.
This spring is contained within a eap 8, which
is serewed to the inner end of the spigot bar-
rel and which is provided with perforations
for the passage of the liquid. A projection 9.
at the inner end of the stem fits within the
coil of the spring and is guided thereby and
the spring normally holds the valve against
its seat. The inner end of the valve stem fits
within a tubular guide-hole at the outer end
of the spigot and is guided thereby in itslon-
gitudinal motion. To move the valve-stem
inwardly for the purpose of unseating the
valve, I employ a key lever 10, the end of

through a slot or hole at the forward portion
of the spigotit may extend inwardly along the
stem and may engage a shoulder 11 thereon.

The operation is as follows:—The parts of
the spigot having been assembled, as shown
in Fig. 1, it can be driven into the bung-hole
of a barrel in the usual way. The coiled
‘spring now holds the valve pressed against its
seat. To.unseatthe valve, thelever-key isin-

troduced through the slot until its end en-

gages the shoulder 11, and then, by pressing '

with the thumb upon the outer end of the le-
ver, it is tilted and presses in the valve-stem,
unseating the valve and permitting theliguid.
to flow out through the spigot. If itisdesired
to keep the spigot open for a considerable
time, the key is moved laterally until a noteh
12 at the side thereof engages the under por-
tion of the slot, and thus locks the lever-key
in place and holds the valve open. To close
the valve, the lever-key is moved sidewise in
the opposite direction, thus releasing the
noteh and permitting the spring to seat the
valve. The key may then be removed from
the slot and the valve cannot be opened again
until the key, or akey of similar construction
be inserted. To extend the range of motion
of the lever-key, its under surface at the
curved portion is grooved orrecessed as shown
in Fig. 3, so that it may fit closely to thestem.

It will be noticed that the valve is situated
at the inner portion of the spigot-tube, and

-thus holds back the liguid from contact with

the interior of the barrel, which being of metal
might contaminate the liguid to some extent.
This is the preferable construection, but the
broader claims of this specification are not
limited thereto.

I claim as new— _

1. A spigot having a longitudinally mov-
able valve stem and valve, a projection or
shoulder upon the stem, said spigot having a
hole therein at one side of the shoulder or
projection, and a curved key arranged to en-
ter the hole and engage the shoulder; sub-
stantially as described.

2. A spigot having a longitudinally mov-
able valve stem and valve, a projection or
shounlder upon the stem, said spigot having a
hole therein at one side of the shoulder or
projection, and a curved key arranged to en-
ter the hole and engage the shoulder, said key
having on one'side a notch arranged to en-
gage the side of the hole; substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand.

WM. H. MCKENNA.

Witnesses:
W. B. CORWIN,
H. M. CORWIN.
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