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The statement "gives a lithographic printing plate when image
information is recorded therein by exposure and the unexposed areas
are removed with a developing solution having a pH in the range of 3-9"
in claim [1] of this application is not considered to specify the
compogition of the lithographic printing plate material itself, though
it may be possible for describing a process for producing a lithographic
printing plate.

In view of this, the subject matter of claim [1] of this application
isconsideredtoinvolveall lithographicprintingplatematerials "which
comprige a substrate having a hydrophilic surface and, formed thereon,
an image-forming layer containing heat-meltable particles or thermally
fusion-bondable particles and have, on the back side, a back layer
containing a surfactant and an isothiazoline derivative" (hereinafter,
referred to asgs the lithographic printing plate material of thisg
application) .

However, themodeswhichcansatisfythesubjectsforthisapplication,
i.e., "the lithographic printing plate material can be satisfactorily
developed even by a treatment with a developing solution which is
relativelyneutral withrespect topH; evenwhen thematerial isdeveloped
with an exhausted running solution, the developability thereof lasts;
and the printing plate material ig free from nonimage-area scumming
and deterioration in printing durability and dot reproducibility, " are
limited to the lithographic printing plate material of this application
in which image information is recorded therein by exposure and the
unexposed areas are removed with a developing solution having a pH in
the range of 3-9. The subjectgs for thig application are not always
accomplished when the lithographic printing plate material of this
application ig subjected toany treatment (see, for example, Experiments
Nos. 105, 106, 108, etc. given in [0159] in this application).

In view of this, the modes of claim [1] of this application which
are digclosed in the meaning of Article 5 of the PCT are limited to
the process for lithographic printing plate production in which the
lithographic printing plate material of this application is used and
which includes a step in which image information is recorded therein
by exposure and the unexposed areas are removedwithadeveloping solution
having a pH in the range of 3-9. Claim [1] hence lacks a support in
the meaning of Article 6 of the PCT.

For the same reasons, claims [2]-[6] lack a support in the meaning
of Article 6 of the PCT.

Incidentally, although claims [1] and [4] of this application lack
a support in the meaning of Article 6 of the PCT for the reasons given
above, a search was made for "a lithographic printing plate material
characterized by comprising a substrate having a hydrophilic surface
and, formed thereon, an image-forming layer containing heat-meltable
particles or thermally fusion-bondable particles and having, on the
back side, a back layer containing a surfactant and an igothiazoline
derivative" and for "a process for producing a lithographic printing
plate material characterized by compriging a substrate having a
hydrophilic surface and, formed thereon, an image-forming layer
containing heat-meltable particles or thermally fusion-bondable
particles and having, on the back side, a back layer containing a
surfactant and an isothiazoline derivative."

The game applied to claims [2], [3], [5], and [6&].

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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