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UNITED STATES 

1901,235 

PATENT office 
JOHN B. GLOWACKI, or CHICAGO, ILLINoIS 

FIXTURE BRIDGE 
Application filed February 24, 1931. Serial No. 517,673. 

This invention relates to a fixture and 
canopy supporting bridge of either the insul 
lation or non-insulation type constructed to 
be used with or without extension canopy Sup 
porting blades, and adaptable to fit standard 
outlet boxes of different sizes thereby not only 
providing a universal type of bridge obviat 
ing the necessity of carrying bridges of differ 
ent sizes for different sized outlet boxes but also adaptable for supporting canopies and 
lamp sockets of different sizes. 

It is an object of this invention to provide 
an improved type of fixture bridge having 
openings provided therein whereby the 
bridge may be readily adapted to be fitted to 
standard outlet boxes of different sizes. 

It is also an object of this invention to pro 
vide an improved type of fixture bridge con 
structed to permit the same to be removably 
engaged on standard outlet boxes of different 
sizes, and furthermore adapted to be pro 
vided with adjustable extensions for the sup 
porting of canopies of different diameters. 

It is a further object of this invention to 
provide a fixture bridge of the straight or 
U-shaped type having apertured arms to per 
mit the bridge to be attached to standard out 
let boxes of different sizes, said alms ar 
ranged for the reception of adjustable exten 
sion members whereby canopies of differ 
ent diameters may be conveniently supported 
from the bridge. - 

Still another object of the invention is to 
provide a fixture bridge having extension 
plate members adapted to be adjusted for 
supporting canopies of different diameters 
with said plate members adapted to be held 
in adjusted position by means of the outlet 
box screws on which the fixture bridge is 
adapted to be supported. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a universal type of fixture bridge con 
structed to permit the same to be used on 
standard outlet boxes of different sizes and 
furthermore, provided with suitable open 
ings for the mounting of fixture and canopy 
supporting stems and for the mounting of 
light sockets of different types or styles. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide an improved and simplified type of uni 

versal fixture bridge of the insulation or non 
insulation type adaptable to standard outlet 
boxes of different sizes, and arranged to sup 
port fixtures and canopies on a stem unit ad 
justably associated with the bridge with said 
bridge means constructed for the adjustable 

55 
reception of extension members, whereby 
canopies of different diameters may be con 
veniently supported in position when fixture 
supporting stems are not used. 60. 

It is an important object of this invention 
to provide an improved and simplified form 
of fixture supporting bridge having arms 
forming a part thereof which are provided 
With suitable apertures or openings permit 65 
ting the bridge to be engaged on standard 
outlet boxes of different sizes, with said arms also being provided with suitable guards for 
the reception of extension plates permitting 
the bridge to serve as a means for the sup: porting of canopies of different sizes directly 

70 

on the extension plates instead of being sup. ported on canopy-supporting means provided 
on fixture supporting stems which at times 
are used in connection with the bridge. 75. 

Other and further important objects of 
this invention will be apparent from the dis 
closures in the Specification and the accom 
panying drawings. - - 

The invention (in a preferred form) is il 
lustrated in the drawings and hereinafter 
more fully described. . . . . . . . . . . 
On the drawings: 
Figure 1 illustrates a vertical sectional view 

through an outlet box and a canopy, with 
said outlet box having supported thereon a 
fixture supporting bridge embodying the 

With a fixture and canopy supporting unit. 
Figure 2 illustrates a bottom plan view of 

the bridge and outlet box with the fixture 
and canopy supporting mechanisms omitted. 
Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view of 

the bridge taken on line 3-3 of Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of 

the fixture bridge provided with an insulated 
type of stem supporting collar or bushing. 

Figure 5 is a transverse sectional view of 
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principles of this invention and having asso 
ciated therewith an adjustable stem, equipped g 
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the bridge taken on line 5-5 of Figure 4 
with parts shown in elevation. 
Figure 6 is a vertical sectional view through 

an outlet box and a socket Supporting canopy 
of a large size supported on extension mem 
bers adjustably engaged with a fixture bridge 
from which the insulated bushing is omitted. 

Figure is an enlarged fragmentary bot 
tom plan view of the bridge and the extension 
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plates taken on line 7-7 of Figure 6. 
Figure 8 is an end elevational view of the 

fixture bridge equipped with extension plates. 
Figure 9 is a pian view of one of the ex 

tension plates removed from the bridge. 
Figure 10 is a vertical sectional view of a 

deep or small sized standard outlet box 
equipped with a straight type of fixture 
bridge illustrated in section. 

Figure 11 illustrates a bottom plan view 
of the straight type of fixture bridge illus 
trated in Figure 10. - 

Figure 12 is an end 
type of fixture bridge. 

Figure 13 is a longitudinal sectional view 
of a straight type of fixture bridge of the 
kind illustrated in Figure 11 equipped with 
an insulated bushing. 

Figure 14 is a longitudinal sectional view 
of the straight type of fixture bridge equipped 
With canopy supporting extension blades of 
the type illustrated in Figure9. 

Figure 15 illustrates a vertical sectional 
view of a shallow standard outlet box and a 
canopy with said outlet box equipped with a 
U-shaped fixture bridge similar to the type 
illustrated in Figure 1 to 5, but provided with 
a threaded opening for the reception of a 
supporting screw stem carrying a fixture, and 
canopy supporting unit partly illustrated in 
section. 

Figure 16 is a longitudinal section of a 
straight type of fixture bridge provided with 
a threaded opening for the reception of a 
threaded stem attached to the bridge with 
lock nuts. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a U-shapnd 
type of fixture bridge partly shown in sec 
tion and having supported thereon a lamp 
Socket to illustrate the purpose of the plain 

view of the straight 

openings in the bottom or center plate of the 
J-section of the bridge. 
Figure 18 is a side elevation of a straight 

type of fixture bridge partly shown in sec 
tion, and having supported thereon a lamp 
socket attachable by means of screws engaged 
in threaded openings provided in the middle 
portion of the fixture bridge. 

Figure 19 illustrates a bottom plan view 
of a modified form of fixture bridge illustrat 
ing in full lines a small standard outlet box 
and illustrating in dotted lines a large stand 
ard outlet box to either one of which the 
fixture bridge may be removably attached by 
means of the outlet box screws, 
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As shown on the drawings: 
In the form of the device as illustrated in 

Figures 1 to 5 inclusive, the reference numeral 
1 indicates a shallow large sized standard out 
let box adapted to be embedded in a ceiling 
or wall and having formed therein near the 
open end thereof a pair of diametrically op 
posite lugs or fingers 2 provided with thread 
ed openings for the reception of supporting 
screws 3. Removably attached to the bottom 
of the outlet box i by means of the outlet, 
box screws 3 is an improved fixture support 
ing bridge. The ceiling or wall is represented 
by the reference numeral 4. The supporting 
bridge comprises a pair of end plates or arms 
5 which are integrally formed on opposite 
sides of a middle or intermediate U-shaped 
section or socket comprising side walls 6 con 
nected at their lower ends by a bottom wall 
7. The arms or wing plates 5 project at sub 
stantially right angles to the side walls 6 of 
the intermediate t-shaped section of the 
bridge and each of said arms or plates 5 is 
provided with a straight longitudinal slot 
a which opens at its outer end through the 
end edge of the arm. One of the arms 5 is 
provided with an opening 8 which is an en 
largement of the slot 7a, of said arm. The 
Supporting bridge is provided with the longi 
tudinally positioned slots a for the purpose 
of permitting the bridge to be readily adapt 
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ed to fit standard outlet boxes of different 
diameters or sizes, without necessitating the 
removal of the outlet box screws. To mount 
the Supporting bridge upon the screws 3 of a 
standard outlet box of the shallow four-inch 
diameter size, it is only necessary to engage 
the open end of either of the slots 7a around 
one of the screws 3 and then slide the bridge 
to One side to permit the opposite end of the 
other bridge slot to be slidably engaged over 
the shank portion of the opposite supporting 
screw 3. Attention is called to the fact that 
when desired the enlarged portion 8 of one 
of the slots a may be engaged over the head 
of one of the supporting screws 3 after which 
the supporting bridge may be moved diamet 
rically with respect to the outlet box to per 
mit the open end of the slot, 7 a. of the op 
posite arm to pass around the shank portion 
of the opposite supporting screw. 
purpose of mounting the Supporting bridge 
on a large standard size four-inch diameter 
outlet box, it will be noted that the bridge 
may be mounted without the use of the en 
larged opening 8 provided in one of the slots 
a or the enlarged opening 8 may be used in 
mounting the bridge as hereinbefore briefly 
described. The enlarged opening 8 formed 
in one of the slots to is primarily provided 
for the purpose of permitting a standard or 
universal sized supporting bridge to be con 
veniently mounted on a small standard sized 
outlet box of 34-inch diameter similar to 
the arrangement illustrated in Figure 10 of 

For the 
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the drawings. To mount the supporting 
bridge on the screws 3 of a small standard 
sized outlet box the open end of the slot a 
withoit the enlargennent is engaged around 
the shank portioli of one of the screws 3 and 
the arm containing the slot a provided with 
the enlargement, 8 is then slidably moved with 
respect to the screw on the opposite side of the 
outlet box until the second screw head is posi 
tioned to project through the enlarged por 
tion 8 so that the narrow portion of the slot 
may be slidably engaged over the shank of 
the second screw. After the bridge arms have 
been engaged on the screws 3, as described, 
the screws are tightened to hold the support 
ing bridge clamped in a proper position Slip 
ported underneath the outlet box 1. 

it will thus be noted that the improved 
supporting bridge has the arms thereof aper 
tured or slotted to permit the bridge to be re 
movably and conveniently engaged on the 
supporting screws of standard outlet boxes 
of different sizes or diameters within the 
ength of the supporting bridge. . . 
in cases where the outlet boxes are not pro 

vided with the cover or bridge supporting 
or in such cases where no outlet 
provided, the improved support 
may be connected directly to a 

g or wall to the outside of the outlet 
box of the opening through which the power 
wires lead by means of screws or bolts adapt 
ed to be projected 
posite threaded openings 9 or diagonally op 
posite plain openings 10 p. 
sortions of the arms of the bridge, as clear 
ly illustrated in Figure 2. 
As clearly illustrated in Figures 1 and 2, 

the bridge arms 5 are 

: i e 

S. 

as Gf 
deflected or bent over to provide reinforcing 
(i' guide flanges 11. 
As illustrated in Figure 3, the side arms 6 

forming a part of the middle t-shaped por 
tion of the bridge are provided with elon 
gated openings or slots 12 which are offset 
with Fespect to the vertical center line of said 
side plates 6. The side plates 6 are also pro 
vided with threaded openings 13 which are 
located on the center lines of the plates 6 be 
low the opening 12. The openings 12 pro 
vided 
bridge are for the purpose of permitting a 
drop cord gripping unit to be supported in 
bridged relation across the 3-shaped portion 
of the bridge when a bridge is used for the 
pillipose of Supporting a drop cord similar to 
the arrangeinent illustrated and described in 
my copending application for patent, Serial 
No. 514,475, filed February 9, 1931, covering 
a “Drop cord and canopy supporting bridge'. 
he threaded openings 13 in the side plates S3 piat 

6 are for the purpose of receiving set screws 
or stem locking members as hereinafter more 
clearly illustrated and described in connec 
tion with Figure 15. 

through diagonally op 
trovided in the end 

in the walls 6 of the -portion of the 

3 

The bottom plate 7 of the U-portion of 
the bridge is provided with an opening 14. 
Engaged in the bottom plate 7 of the bridge 

is a stem supporting insulated unit compris 
ing an internally threaded bushing 15 ha V 
ing a radial threaded aperture therein for the 
reception of a set screw or lock screw 16. 
The lower end of the bushing 15 is of reduced 
diameter and projects through the openings 
14 in the bottom plate 7 and forms a shoulder 
17 against which an insulation washer 18 
is adapted to seat. The washer 18 is en 
gaged around the reduced portion of the 
bushing and is adapted to seat against the 
inner surface of the bottom plate 7 of the 
bridge. - 

Engaged around the reduced portion of 
the bushing 15 adjacent the washer 18 is an 
insulation ring or washer 19 of a thickness 
equal to the thickness of the bottom plate 7. 
Also engaged around the reduced portion of 
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the bushing 15 beneath the plate 7 and con 
tacting the intermediate washer 19 is an 
outer insulation ring or washer 20 which is 
held in place by a metal retaining washer 21. 
The outer end of the reduced portion of the 

90 

bushing 15 is deflected or swaged outward 
ly against the outer surface of the retaining 
metal ring or washer 21, thereby causing the 
insulation members to be tightly clamped in 
Fion, insulating the bushing from the 
ridge. - - . . . . . 

Adjustably threaded through the bushing 
15 is an externally threaded passaged stem 22 
which is adapted to be adjusted with respect. 
to the bridge and may be held in a locked po 
sition of adjustment by means of the set screw 
16. Removably supported on the lower end 
of the threaded stem 22 is a canopy and fix 
ture Supporting unit comprising a split fix 
ture supporting loop 23, an internally and 
externally threaded coupler 24 and a canopy 
supporting beaded ring 25 constructed of . 
insulation or other suitable material. Con 
nected to the split loop 23 is a link of a fix 
ture supporting chain 26. A canopy 27 is 
adapted to be supported to enclose the bridge 
and stem with the upper end of the canopy 
held seated against the ceiling 4 by means 
of the canopy supporting ring 25 which is 
threaded on the coupler 24 which in turn is 
engaged around the split head of the loop 
23 to hold the split loop against accidental 
removal from the supporting stem 22. 
As clearly illustrated in Figure 2 the bot 

tom plate 7 forming part of the intermdiate 
section of the bridge is provided with a pair 
of diametrically opposite plain openings 28a. 
and a pair of diametrically opposite thread 
ed openings 29a. The purpose of the open 
ings 28a, and 29a, will hereinafter be more 
fully described in connection with the de 
ling - 

Figures 6 to 9 inclusive illustrate a modi 
scription of Figures 17 and 18 of the draw 
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fied form of the fixture bridge of substan 
tially the same construction as that described 
in connection with Figures 1 to 5 inclusive 
with the exception that the insulated bush 
ing is omitted and a plain U-shaped bridge is 
supported on an outlet box. 1 by means of 
the screws 3 for the purpose of Supporting a 
large socket carrying canopy. 28. In elec 
trical installations it is sometimes necessary 
to install large canopies 28 or canopies of 
different construction and in order to mount 
a large canopy the bridge is provided with 
a pair of extension plates or adjustable slide 
blades 29. Each of the extension blades 29 
is provided with a longitudinal center slot 
30 the inner end of which terminates in a 
notch or opening 31 which opens through 
the inner end edge of the extension blade, 
as clearly illustrated in Figure 9. The outer 
end portion of the extension blade 29 is pro 
vided with an internally threaded center 
opening 32 and with a pair of plain aper 
tures or openings 33 on opposite sides of 
the threaded opening 32. The extension 
blades 29 are adapted to be secured in a set 
position of adjustment with respect to the 
arms of the bridge by means of the screws 3 
with which the bridge is connected to the 
outlet box. The canopy 28 which is of the 
large size is equipped with a lamp receiving 
socket 34, the terminal wires of which are 
adapted to project upwardly through the 
opening 14 of the middle section of the bridge 
to be connected up with the terminal wires 
in the outlet box 1. The canopy is provided 
with openings through which supporting 
screws 35 project. The upper or inner ends 
of the supporting screws 35 are adapted to 
be threaded through the threaded apertures 
32 provided in the ends of the extension 
blades 29. It will thus be noted that the 
canopies, of different diameters may be read 
ily mounted in position with the upper end 
of the canopy properly seated against the 
ceiling or wall 4 as clearly illustrated in 
Figure 6. * . 

Figures 10 to 12 inclusive illustrate a modi 
fied or straight type of fixture bridge which 
is shown in Figure 10 as being supported on a 
small size or deep standard outlet box 36 of 
the standard 3A inch diameter size. The 
outlet box 36 is provided with inwardly di 
rected fingers or lugs 37 having threaded 
openings in which supporting screws 38 are 
adjustably engaged. The modified straight 
type of fixture bridge comprises a straight 
body plate 39 having a longitudinally posi 
tioned center slot 40 provided in one end 
thereof and a slot 41 in the opposite end. The 
slot 41 is provided with an enlarged oxening 
at 42 to facilitate mounting of the bridge on 
the screws 38 of the small size standard out 
let box 36. To mount the straight type of 
bridge on the small standard size outlet box 
the end of the slot 40 is engaged around the 
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shank portion of one of the supporting screws 
38 with the opposite end of the bridge posi 
tioned beneath the opposite screw after which 
the bridge is slidably moved over the screw 
38 projecting through the slot 40 until the 
enlarged opening 42 is brought into register 
with the head of the opposite screw 38 per 
mitting the bridge to be moved into contact 
with the bottom of the outlet box 36 allowing 
the slot 41 to be engaged on the shank portion 
of the second screw to permit the bridge to be 
adjustably positioned with respect to the out 
let box. After the bridge has been mounted 
as illustrated in Figure 10 the screws 38 may 
be tightened to rigidly hold the straight 
bridge in a set position of adjustment. The 
straight bridge is provided with a middle 
opening 14, a pair of diagonally opposite 
plain openings 28 and a pair of diagonally 
opposite threaded openings 29 grouped 
around the middle opening 14. The straight 
bridge is also provided with a pair of diag 
onally opposite threaded apertures 9 and with 
a pair of diagonally opposite plain openings 
10 arranged near the end of the bridge sim 
ilar to the arrangement of the apertures in the 
bridge disclosed in Figures 1 to 5 of the draw 
ings. Also provided in the middle portion 
of the straight bridge 39 is a pair of diagonal 
ly opposite openings 43. The apertures 43 are 
provided for the purpose of attaching a large 
sized electric light socket to the straight 
bridge 39. The longitudinal or side margins 
of the straight bridge plate 39 are deflected 
or bent over to provide reinforcing or guide 
flanges 44. The construction of the straight 
bridge having the various slots and openings 
therein permits the straight bridge to be 
readily secured to standard outlet boxes of 
different sizes. - 

Figure 13 illustrates a modified form of the 
straight type of fixture bridge in which the 
straight bridge is constructed substantially 
the same as that illustrated in Figure 11 hav 
ing mounted through the middle opening 14 
thereof an insulated bushing 45 which is in 
ternally threaded for the reception of an ad 
justable supporting screw stem. The stem 
receiving bushing 45 is insulated from the 
straight bridge plate 39 by a plurality of 
adjacently positioned insulation washers 18, 
19 and 20 similar to the insulating members 
illustrated in Figures 4 and 5. Positioned 
to the outside of the insulation washer 20 is a 
metal retaining ring 21 which is held in posi 
tion by means of the swaged or outwardly 
deflected end of the bushing 45. The straight 
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type of supporting bridge carrying the in 
sulated stem supporting bushing is adapted 
to be attached to standard outlet boxes of dif 
ferent sizes for the purpose of supporting a 
fixture and canopy in position by means of 
a stem which is adapted to be adjustably 
threaded through the internally threaded 
bushing 45. 130 
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Figure 4 illustrates a modified form of 
supporting bridge which is a combination of 
the straight bridge illustrated in Figure 11 
and a pair of extension plates of the type illus 
trated in Figure 9. The various parts of the 
extensible straight bridge unit are desig 
nated by the reference numerals used in the 
description of the straight bridge illustrated 
in Figure 11 and the extension plate shown in 
Figure 9. - 
Figure 15 illustrates a fragmentary sec 

tional view similar to that illustrated in Fig 
ure 1 and disclosing a modified form of bridge 
constructed substantially the same as that 
illustrated in Figure2 with the exception that 
the botton plate 7 of the U-portion of the 
bridge is provided with a threaded opening in 
place of the opening 14 for the adjustable 

screw stem 46. The stem 46 is adapted to be 
threaded into the threaded opening provided 
in the middle portion of the bridge and after 
the stem is properly adjusted it is adapted 
to be locked in its set position of adjustment 
by means of set screws 47 which are threaded 
through the openings 13 provided in the side 
plates 6 of the U-portion of the bridge sim 
ilar to the showing in Figure 4 of the draw 
ings. Removably engaged on the lower end 
of the stem 46 is a canopy and fixture Sup 
porting unit embracing a split fixture Sup 
porting loop 23, a coupler 24 and a canopy 
supporting ring 25 of substantially the same 

as 

construction as that illustrated and described 
in connection with Figure 1 of the drawings. 
in the present showing of the canopy Sup 
porting ring 25 said ring is adapted to be 
constructed of metal instead of insulation ma 
terial and is adapted to support the canopy 
27 in position with the upper end of the 
canopy seated against the ceiling or Wall 4 
to enclose the bridge and stem. Figure 15 
thus illustrates a non-insulation type of U 
shaped fixtire and canopy supporting bridge 
unit. - 

Figure 16 illustrates a modified form of 
straight fixture bridge similar in construc 
tion to the bridge illustrated in Figure. 11 
with the exception that the middle opening 
14 is omitted and is replaced by an inter. 
nally threaded opening for the reception of 
one end of a fixture and canopy Supporting 
screw stem 48. In this form of the straight 
type of bridge the stem 48 is adapted to be 
threaded into the bridge plate 39 and secured 
by means of lock nuts 49 and 50 which are 
engaged on the stem. On opposite sides of the 
straight plate 39. 

Figure 17 illustrates a U-shaped fixture 
bridge of the type illustrated and described 
in connection with Figure 2 of the drawings 
with the intermediate or t-shaped sec 
tion of the bridge having secured thereto an 
electric light socket 51. The socket 51 is 
provided with an upper end plate 52 having 

5 

threaded openings therein for the thread re 
ception of supporting screws 53 which project 
downwardly through the plain opening 28a. 
of the base plate 7 of the bridge. Figure 17 
thus illustrates an adaptation of the bridge 
for the support of an electric bulb socket 
and illustrates the purpose for providing the 
plain opening 28a in the bottom plate 7 of 
the middle section of the bridge. 

Figure 18 illustrates a straight type of 
bridge of the type illustrated in Figure 11 
having Supported thereon an electric bulb 

O 
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socket 54. The electric socket 54 is provided . 
with an upper end plate 55 having plain 
openings therein through which supporting 
screws 56 are adapted to project to permit 
the screws to be threaded through the thread 
led openings 29a provided in the middle 

reception of a fixture and canopy supporting portion of the straight bridge plate 39 or in 
the middle U-shaped portion of the bottom 
plate 7 of a U-shaped bridge of the type 
illustrated in Figure 17 when a U-shaped 
bridge is required. - 

Figure 19 illustrates 
fixture bridge comprising a bridge plate 57 
having the longitudinal margins thereof de 
flected or bent over to provide reinforcing or 
guide flanges 58. The bridge plate 57 is 
provided with a middle opening 59 for the 
reception of a Supporting stem or for a sup 
porting stem unit similar to the arrange 
ment illustrated in Figures 1, 2, and 15. The 
bridge plate 57 is provided with two pairs 
of key slots 60 and 61 which are positioned 
different radial distances from the center of 
the bridge plate. It will also be noted that 
the key slots of each set have the narrow 
or reduced ends thereof pointed in opposite 
directions. w 

slots are provided to permit the fixture bridge 
to be removably secured by means of outlet 
box screws 62 to either a standard small 
sized deep outlet box 63 of the 3A inch stand 
ard diameter size or to a large shallow type 
of standard outlet box 64 as illustrated in 
dotted lines. The bridge plate 57 is provided 
with a middle pair of diagonally opposite 
threaded openings 65 and a pair of diag 
onally opposite plain openings 66. The open 
ings 65 and 66 are provided for the purpose of 
permitting sockets to be secured to the bridge 
plate: similar to the arrangement illustrated 
in Figures 17 and 18 of the drawings. 
The bridge plate 57 is also provided with 

a pair of diagonally opposite plain openings 
67 provided for the purpose of permitting a 

The plurality of pairs of key 
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a modified form of 
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large sized lamp socket to be attached to the 
bridge plate. Also provided in the bridge 
plate 57 is a pair of elongated slots or open 
ings 68 affording an arrangement whereby 
electric light sockets of different diameters 
may be readily mounted in position attached 
to the bridge plate. The bridge plate 57 
is also provided with a pair of diagonally 
opposite threaded end openings 69 which are 
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provided for the purpose of permitting the 
bridge plate 57 to be secured by means of 
screws or the like directly to a ceiling or wall 
in case the outlet boxes are not provided 
with outlet box cover supporting screws or 
in such cases where no outlet boxes are in 
stalled and the power wires project through 
a conduit or an opening in the ceiling or 
wall. 

It will, of course, be understood that, if 
desired, a modified form of fixture bridge of 
the U-shaped construction illustrated in Fig 
ure 17 may be provided having all of the val 
rious apertures and openings illustrated and 
described in connection with the straight 
bridge plate 57. - 

Attention is called to the fact that the 
present invention covers an improved fixture 
bridge of either the straight or the U-shaped 
form provided with slots or openings permit 
ting the bridge to be removably secured to 
standard outlet boxes of different sizes. The 
improved bridge also includes when neces 
sary apertured or slotted extension plates 
adapted to be associated with the ends of the 
bridge and further adapted to be secured in 
adjusted position by means of the outlet box 
cover screws which are used for the purpose 
of removably supporting the bridge in place 
on an outlet box. It is intended to provide 
the bridge with the various threaded and 
plain openings as illustrated in Figures 2 
and 10 or in the arrangement illustrated in 
the modified form illustrated in Figure 19, 
to afford a universal type bridge permitting 
various types of fixtures, brackets, sockets, or 
the like to be removably supported by the 
bridge on an outlet box or directly on a ceil 
ing and wall. With the bridge provided with 
the middle opening, the bridge may be 
equipped with an insulated stem supporting 
bushing similar to the arrangement illus 
trated in Figures 4 and 13 or the middle open 
ings may be used to permit the wires of a 
fixture or socket to be projected through the 
bridge when the bridge is used to support a 
socket in position similar to the arrangement 
illustrated in Figures 17 and 18. With the 
improved bridge provided with the exten 
sion plates the bridge may be used for the 
purpose of readily mounting canopies of dif 
ferent diameters in position with the different 
sized canopies adapted to be secured by 
means of supporting screws to the exten 
sion blades of the bridge similar to the ar 
rangement illustrated in Figure 6. 

It will, of course, be understood that vari 
ous details of construction may be varied 
through a wide range without departing from 
the principles of this invention, and it is, 
therefore, not the purpose to limit the patent 
granted hereon otherwise than is necessitated 
by the scope of the appended claims. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. A fixture supporting device compris 
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ing a bridge member having slots therein to 
permit the bridge member to be removably 
attached to standard outlet boxes of different 
sizes by means of the outlet box cover Sup 
porting screws, guide flanges formed on said 
bridge member, and slotted extension blades 
slidably engaged between said guide flanges 
and adapted to be supported in position by 
means of the outlet box cover supporting 
SCieWS. 

2. A fixture supporting device comprising 
a flanged plate having a plurality of slots 
therein for removably securing the plate to 
standard outlet boxes of different sizes by 
means of the outlet box cover supporting 
Screws without requiring removal of said 
screws from the outlet box and slotted exten 
sion blades slidably engaged with said plate 
to be retained in adjusted position by means 
of the outlet box screws. 

3. A fixture supporting device comprising 
a bridge member including slotted arms con 
nected by an intermediate section having a 
plurality of plain and threaded openings 
therein to permit a plurality of different at 
tachments to be conveniently secured to the 
bridge member, and extension members ad 
justably engaged with said slotted arms and 
having a plurality of openings and slots 
therein with the slots of said extension mem 
bers positioned to register with the slots in 
the arms of said bridge member. 

4. A fixture supporting device comprising 
a bridge consisting of a base plate having a 
plurality of openings therein, a pair of aper 
tured parallel arms integrally formed on 
said base plate, and apertured slotted exten 
sions formed on said arms for engaging the 
bridge member on the cover supporting 
screws of outlet boxes of different sizes. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub 

scribed my name at Chicago, Cook County, 
Illinois. 

JOHN B. GLOWACKI. 
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