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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

WILLIAM N. SEARS, OF WELLINGTON, KANSAS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO 
M. W. B. HOLMES, OF SAME PLACE. 

NUT. O. C.K. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters 
Application filed December 31, 1887. 

To all whon, it lay concern, 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM N. SEARs, a 

citizen of the United States of America, resid 
ing at Wellington, in the county of Sumner 
and State of Kansas, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Nut-Locks, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. 
This invention pertains to certain new and 

useful improvements in nut-locks, having for 
its object the provision of a simple and in 
proved device of this character, whereby the 
nut can be easily screwed “home’ and read 
ily tightened in position by means of a suita 
ble key employed in connection therewith. 
The invention consists, briefly, in providing 

the nut with a spring-held finger, which is de 
signed to engage with any one of a series of 
correspondingly-formed recesses of a handled 
key, through which the boltis also passed, said 
key being interposed between the inner face 
of the nut and the outer face of the articlese 
cured. 
To these ends my invention comprises the 

detail construction, combination, and arrange 
ment of parts, substantially as hereinafter fully 
set forth, and particularly pointed out in the 
claim. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a view in perspective of my invention. Fig. 
2 is a pian view of the tightening-key in po 
sition with the nut removed. Fig. 3 is a ver 
tical sectional view with the nut in position; 
and Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the nut, show 
ing the spring-held finger secured therein. 

Referring to the drawings, A indicates an 
ordinary bolt provided, as usual, with a thread 
ed portion, a, whereon is designed to work the 
nut B, said nut being provided with a central 
threaded aperture, as shown. 
The nut B, in one corner thereof, or at any 

other suitable point, has disposed in an aper 
ture a finger, b, which has a spring encircling 
its narrowed portion, causing its thickened 
end to project beyond the inner face of the nut, 
as shown, the narrowed end of said finger also 
being projected a short distance beyond the 
outer face of Said nut. 
C is a key designed to be interposed between 

the outer surface of the article through which 
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the back A is passed and the inner surface of 
the nut B, said key comprising an approxi 
mately square-shaped portion, l', and a pro 
jecting handle, b, said square-shaped portion 
having a central threaded aperture through 
which the bolt A is designed to extend. 
In the outer face of the square-faced portion 

b' of the key C is formed a circularly-disposed 
series of holes or recesses, t, which extend 
about one halfway through said Square-shaped 
portion of the key, said holes or recesses being 
of the same diameter as the thickened project 
ing end of the spring-held finger b. 

In practice the bolt A is projected through 
the article or articles to be secured. The key 
C is then screwed thereon, and the nut B is 
then in turn also screwed upon said bolt until 
the spring-held finger thereof comes in contact 
with and enters one of the holes or apertures 
b' in said key, when by grasping the handle of 
said key and turning the same said nut will be 
firmly screwed hone, thus providing means 
for tightening said nut when the same becomes 
loose. 

It is well known in practice that nuts, espe 
cially those employed in connection with rail 
roads, are liable to become easily loosened or 
deranged, whereby the bolt will sooner or later 
move from its proper position, and this objec 
tion my invention is designed to obviate, the 
same being accomplished by first screwing on 
the key C, and then firmly screwing the nut 
B onto the bolt, when the spring-held finger 
thereof will come in contact with one of the re 
cesses or openings of the key, and turning said 
key said nut will be screwed firmly home. 

I claim as my invention 
In a nut-lock, the combination of the key 

having a square-shaped portion and a handle, 
and a series of circularly-arranged holes or ap 
ertures, the nut having an aperture near one 
corner thereof and the spring-held finger dis. 
posed in said aperture, substantially as shown 
and described. 

In testimony wereof affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM N. SEARS. 
Witnesses: 

ARCHIBALD R. ANDERSON, 
WITT T. WALRER. 
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