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to all, whon, it may concern; 
Be it known that 1, EDWARD A. DUBEY, 

residing in Brooklyn, Kings county, New York, 
have invented a new and Improved Mail-Box, 

5 of which the following is a specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide an 

improved mail-box in which letters, newspa 
pers, and packages can be deposited through 
a comparatively large opening without fear of 

Ic their being stolen. 
The invention consists in the combination, 

with a box adapted to hold mail matter and 
having an opening of sufficient size to admit 
letters, packages, &c., of a Winged roller or 

15 turnstile carried within the box below said 
opening. Preferably just room enough is left 
between the wings of the turnstile and the 
sides of the box to permit said turnstile to re 
volve. This turnstile prevents a person put 

2O ting his hand into the box to remove the mat 
ter within the same. A suitable cover is 
placed over the opening in the box to exclude 
rain, dust, &c. The box is also provided with 
a door to permit removal of the mail matter. 

25 A bag of suitable construction may be placed 
within said box to receive the mail matter de 
posited, if desired. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, in which Figure 1 is a front eleva 

3o tion of a mail-box constructed according to 
my invention, the door being shown thrown 
open, revealing a bag containing the mail mat 
ter in position within the box; and Fig. 2 is a 
vertical cross-section on the line c c, Fig. 1. 

35 A represents a box of suitable construction 
provided with a door, a preferably near the 
bottom. The door a may be fastened shut by 
a padlock, b, and hasp, or by any other suit 
able means. 

4O 
ing of sufficient size to admit newspapers and 
packages. This opening is closed by a cover, 
d, (shown in the form of a cylinder-roll top,) 
which is pivoted in the box A at ee; but other 

45 forms of the cover d may be used, if desired. 
By using the form of cover shown the open 
ings may always be kept closed, the weight of 
the cover tending to keep it down. 
D is a winged roller or turnstile hung hori 

se zontally at ff within the box A and below the 

cover d. The turnstile D is arranged hori 
Zontally, as shown, so as to act as a partition 
between the cover d and the bottom of the box 
A. The edges of the wings g of the turnstile 
D are preferably arranged so as to pass close 55 
to the sides of the box A, as shown. For 
greater Security, two turnstiles may be used 
in the same box, one below the other. In or. 
der to prevent each turnstile from being turned 
back in an effort by thieves to steal mail mat- 6o 
ter, I secure a spring, B, against the inner 
Wall of the box at or near the back, as shown. 
This spring will allow the stile to be turned in 
one direction, but prevents rotation in the 
other; but other means for preventing the re- 65 
verse movement of this horizontal turnstile 
such as a pawl and ratchet-wheel-may be used. 

Letters, newspapers, and packages may 
freely pass the turnstile D; but said turnstile 
prevents a person putting his hand far enough 7o 
down in the box to remove any matter from 
within the same. 
E is a bag to receive the mail matter. It is 

preferably suspended, with its mouth open, 
within the box. A by means of loopsh, carried 75 
by it, passing over hooks i, carried by the 
box. The bagE is thus held opposite the door 
a with its mouth wide open. The bag E may 
be of any desired construction-such as a self 
closing bag, to close when removed from the So 
hooks-and made of any suitable material. 
In use the cover d is first moved back and 

a newspaper or other article passed in through 
the upper opening. It falls upon the turnstile 
D, which immediately revolves and lets the 85 
paper fall to the bottom of the box A, or into 
the bag E, if this is used. When the handis 
withdrawn from the opening, the cover dim 
mediately falls shut by its own weight. When 

At the upper part of the box A is an open the mail matter is to be removed, the collector go 
opens the door a and removes the bag E, with 
its contents, and replaces it by an empty one; 
or when the bag is not used he removes the 
matter in the usual way. 
Although I have shown the opening for in- g5 

serting the papers at the top of the box, it is 
evident that it may be in the side and pro 
vided with a suitable cover, preferably a self. 
closing one. 
With this box it will be seen that a large roo 
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opening can be used to admit the matter, and carried within said box, spring B, and the bag 
without fear of a person robbing the mails by E and hooks ii, for holding said bag with its ; , ; 
putting his hand through said opening. mouth wide open within said box and below 

| | | | | These boxes may be placed upon street-cor- said turnstile, as and for the purposes speci- I5 
5 ners, in stores and hotels, and in any conven- ified. ; : : ; 

, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , ient locality. . . . . . . . , , , , . The above specification of my invention is 
- ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; : ... : Having now described my invention, what I signed by me this 15th day of September, 1887. It is 

claim is- EDWARD A DUBEY. 
. . . . . . The box A, having an upper opening to ad- Witnesses: 
Io mit mail matter and the self-closing oscillat- || || || JAMESLANGAN, ; ; ; ; ; ; ; 

ing cover d, combined with the turnstile D, ARTHUR. v. BRIESEN. 

  

  


