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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN HIERING, a
citizen of the United Stdtes residing at Clin-
ton township, in the eoun‘ry of Essex and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Pocket-
Book or Bag Frames; and I do hereby declare
the followmtr tobe a full clear, and exact de-

scription of the 1nvent10n such as will enable -

others skilled in the art to which it apper-

" tains to make and use the same, reference be-
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ing had to the accompanying dmwmws, and
to lettels of reference marked thereon,which
form a part of this specification.

My present invention has reference to a
novel construction of metallic frame for
pocket-books, bags, satchels, and thie like,and
relates also to a novel construction of spring-

.actuated locking or holding latch connected

with the frame- seotlons to hold them in their
closed relation to one another.

The invention therefore has for its main
object to provide a simple, strong, and dura-
ble construction of frame which shall be of a
neat appearance, and also a novel construc-
tion of locking or holding latch for the same.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction of pocket-book or bag frame and
spring - actuated holding or locking latch
therefor, and, furthermore, in the novel ar-
rangements and combinations of parts, such
as will be hereinafter fully described, and
finally embodied in the clauses of the claim.

In the accompanying sheet of drawings,
which clearly illustrate myinvention, Figure
1 is a front view.of a pocket-book or bag
frame made according to my present inven-
tion; and Fig. 2is a top view of the two frame-
sections of the frame, illustrating the locking
or holding catch orlatchin its closed or locked
relation to said frame-sections. Fig. 3 is a
bottom view of portions of the two frame-sec-
tions, illustrating the arrangementof aspring
for operatively connecting said locking or
holding latch to one of said frame-sections.
Fig. 4 is a vertical cross-section, taken on line
z'in Fig. 3,illustrating the two frame-sections

~and locking or holding latch in the closed re-
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lation to each other; and Fig. 5 is a similar
view of the said parts represented in the open
or separated positions. TFig. 6 is a sectional

view of a portion of one of the frame-sections
and anornamental edge strip, illustrating one
manner of securing said strip to. the frame-
section. Fig. 7 is a bottom view, on an en-
larged scale, of said locking or holding latch
and its spring; and Fig. 8 is a side view of
the same. Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a
springofa slwhtly-mod1ﬁed form of construc-
tion to be used in connection with the. hold-
ing or locking latch of the frame-sections.

Similar letters of reference are employed in
all of the above-described views to indicate
corresponding parts.

In said drawings, ¢ and ¢’ are the two frame-
sectlons,ipleferably made U shape, which are
pivotally connected at their free ends in the
usual manner to form a purse, pocket-book,
bag, or other like frame. TUpon one of said
frame-sections, as a,is a flat and ornamental
edge piece or strip b, having suitable tongues
b',formed integral therewith,which are passed
through openings ¢* in the frame-section «
and whereby said strip b is secured to said
frame-section, as will be clearly seen from
Fig. 6. The end portions b?of said strip b are
united with the frame-sections by the usual
pivotal pinsd. Aswill beseen from said Fig.
6 the upper surface b%of the edge piece or strip
b is bounded by two marginal beads b%, which
extend above said surface 5% and, aside from
producing an ornamental appearance of said
edge piece or strip b, also greatly add in stiff-
ening the same and the pocket-book or bag
frame, asis clearly evident. Said edge strip
bis cut away, as at 0%, (see Figs. 1 and 2,) for
the reception of the holding or locking latch
C. Said latch consists, essentially, of a top or
face plate ¢, having at one end a downwardly-
extending edoe or shouldel ¢, provided with
two or more clampmo ﬁnoers ¢*, while the
opposite edge ¢ of the plate cis tumed down
and over awamst the under surface of the
plate ¢ and is provided with a suitable hold-
ing or catch portion ¢t. The opposite edges
c® of said plate ¢ are provided with down-
wardly-extending and perforated ears or lugs
¢b. Firmlysecuredagainst the under surface
of the plate ¢, by being arranged between
said ears or lugs ¢® and clamped by the fin-
gers ¢® and the folded edge ¢’ of the plate c,
is a holding-plate e, having the outwardly-
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forced portion ¢ and two cut-away parts or
openings ¢, with a holding lug or projection
¢® arranged between them. Ileld in opera-
tive position by said lug or projection ¢ is a
torsional spring f, having its part f' bent in
the manner of a U to extend around said
Ing ¢* and the bent portions f? extending up
through said openings ¢? in the plate e. Said
spring is provided with the oppositely-ex-
tending portions f? and 4, which are pecul-
iarly bent and are loosely arranged in said
perforated ears or lugs ¢% and the free end of
the portion f* of said spring being made hook-
shaped, as at /. Said latch is secured in its
operative position in an opening a® in the top
of the frame-section ¢, as follows: The lugs
or cars ¢’ of the plate ¢ are passed through
said opening «®, so that the oppositely-ex-
tending portions f* and f* of the spring are
placed between the guide- pieces ot and ao°
struck up in the sheet-metal frame-section «,
and the freeend of the portion f*of the spring
resting against the under surface or portion
a®of the frame-section, while the hook-shaped
end f7 of the portion f?engages the inner sur-
faces ¢ and o® of the frame-section, as will
be clearly seen from an inspection of Figs.
3,4,and 5. Of courseit will beevidentthat I
may dispense with said hook-shaped end f? of
the spring f and may employ in lieu thereof
a bent end, as f% as shown in Fig. 9, which
rests against one of the said inner surfaces
of the frame-sectiona. Saidend of thespring
J may also be of any desirable curvature, as
will be clearly understood.

From the above description it will be seen
that the holding catch or lateh O is pivotally
and operatively conneected with the frame-
section «, and when the plate c is raised, as
indicated in Iig. 5, the several portions of the
spring become slightly distorted, said guide-
pieces a¢'and a’, however, retaining the spring
in its proper position in the chambered por-
tion of said frame-section a, and when the
operator releases his or her hold upon the
plate ¢ of the catch C then said spring f will
immediately tend to resume its normal inop-
erative position, and hence causes the catch
C to rest directly upon an upwardly and out-
wardly projecting stop ¢, formed integral
with the frame-section, as shown.

As will be more espacially seen from Figs.
4 and 5, the frame-section «' is provided on
its upper part with an upwardly-extending
holding portion or projection !, integrally
or otherwise connceted with said frame-sec-
tion, the curved portion ¢! of which, when
the two frame-sections are being closed, slid-
ing against the curved surface ¢’ on the catch
portion c* of the plate ¢, whereby said plate
is raised and the spring f caused to act. As
soon as the holding portion or projection ¢
has passed the edge ¢® of said catch portion

¢ then the spring f causes the plate to be’

forced down upon said stop «’, hereinabove
mentioned, and the locking or holding eatch
Cisinitslocked or holding engagement with
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the frame-section «'. By simply raising the
said plate ¢ the holding or catch portion ¢!
becomes disengaged from the holding portion
or projection ¢! on the frame-section a’ and
the two frame-sections ¢ and «’ can be sepa-
rated, as will be evident.

ITaving thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a bagorpocket-book frame, the com-
bination, with a pair of pivoted frame-sec-
tions, of a catch pivotally connected with one
of said seetions, said catch having perforated
ears orlugs extending through an openingin
said frame-section, and a spring arranged
across said opening and in said perforated
ears, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

2. In a bag or pocket-hook frame, the com-
bination, with a pair of pivoted frame-sec-
tions, of a catch pivotally connected with one
of said sections, consisting, essentially, of a
plate ¢,having a downwardly-extending edge
¢’, clamping-fingers ¢? thereon, a clamping
edge ¢* having a cateh-piece ¢!, ears or lugs
¢, a plate e Weld by said fingers c?® and said
edge ¢®against the plate ¢, said plate ¢ hav-
ing openings, and a holding-lug ¢% the said
ears.or lugs ¢f extending through an opening
in said frame-section, and a spring held by
said lug ¢* and having two portions extend-
ing aeross said opening in the frame-section
and into said perforated ears, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

3. In a bag or pocket-book frame, the com-
bination, with a pair of pivoted frame-sec-
tions a and o/, said section ¢ having an open-
ing ¢® and the parts ¢ «” and af, of a catech,
having a plate provided with ears ¢® extend-
ing into and through said opening «® and a
spring arranged across said opening and in
said perforated ears, said spring having its
one free end in contact with said part af and
the other end of said spring being hook-
shaped, and in contact with the parts a” and
a® of the frame-section ¢, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

4. In a bag or pocket-book frame, the com-.

bination, with a pair of pivoted frame-sec-
tions o and «', said section ¢ having an open-
ing a®and a stop ¢, of a catch,having a plate
¢ provided with ears ¢f extending into and
through said opening ¢?,and aspring arranged
across said opening and in said perforated
ears, and its free ends in contact with the
undersurface of said frame-section a, to cause
said plate ¢ tobenormally forced down against
said stop ¢, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

5. In a bag or pocket-book frame, the com-
bination, with a pair of pivoted frame-sec-
tions @ and &', said section ¢ having an open-
ing a® and guide-pieces ¢* and &, of a catch,
having a plate provided with perforated ears
¢f extending into and through said opening
a?and a spring arranged across said opening
and in said perforated ears, said spring being
arranged between said guide-pieces a*and o’

70

75

8o

85

go

100

105

I10

115

120

125

130




588,333

and operatively held therebetween, substan-
-tially as and for the purposes set forth.
6. In a bag or pocket-book frame, the com-
bination, with a pair of pivoted frame-sec-
& tions ¢ and o, said section ¢ having an open-
ing o® and guide-pieces a¢*and a® and the
parts of, a” and ¢f, of a catch, having a plate
provided with perforated ears c®extending
intoand through said opening ¢, and a spring
10 arranged across said opening and in said per-
forated ears, said spring being arranged be-
tween said guide-pieces ¢* and a® and oper-
ativelyheld therebetween, said spring having

[V

its one free end in contact with said part o,
and the other end of said spring being hook- 15
shaped, and in contact with the parts ¢” and
ad of the frame-section ¢, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 2o
19th day of December, 1896.

CHRISTIAN HIERING.

Witnesses:
FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL,
WM. H. CAMFIELD, Jr.




