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To all, whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, JOHN H. LYNCH, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, and re 
siding at the city, county, and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Paper-Fasteners, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention consists in an improved gum 

fastener for holding sheets of paper together. 
If pins or other stiff fasteners are used for 
this purpose the papers are necessarily per 
forated and are apt to tear. They take up 
more space, do not file neatly, and must be 
filed so that the fasteners shall not all lie one 
over the other or the top papers will slide off, 
and in order to see the part of the under of 
two papers so fastened which lies about the 
point where the fastener is inserted the fast 
ener must be removed since it holds the up 
per sheet in actual contact with the lower. 

It is the object of my invention to provide 
a handy fastener which will not tear the pa 
pers nor inconveniently increase the thick 
ness where they are attached, nor hold the 
sheets in actual contact. 
In the accompanying drawings, which form 

a part of this specification, Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, and 6 show different sizes and shapes of 
my fastener. Fig. 7 shows a bill and a check 
attached by one of them. 
The fastener is made of a strip or sheet of 

paper, linen, or other suitable material. Fig. 
1 shows it in shape of an arrow-head. The 
whole of the point is coated on one side with 
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gum or other adhesive substance, as shown 
by the shading, the rest being ungummed. It 
is creased orfolded once along the vertical axis, 
shown by the dotted line, with the gummed 
side out, and when it is intended to be used 
the ungummed tip is held between the thumb 
and forefinger, the gum moistened with the 
lips or otherwise, and the upper fold stuck to 
one paper and the lower fold to the other, as 
shown in Fig. 7. When the papers are to be 
separated, the fastener is cut or torn along 
the fold. To render this more easy, holes may 
be cut along this line, as shown in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 2 shows a modified form and larger 

size, suitable for fastening vouchers and other 
large papers. It is a cross, the cross-arms and 
base of the upright being pointed, the upright 
being wider above than below the cross-arms, 
and then wider near the upright than their 
extremities. The upright is pierced near its 
top with two holes, which are placed symmet 
rically so as to register when the fastener is 
folded. These are put in so that the fasteners 
and attached papers can be hung on a peg or 
string with others in a ribbon. The whole of 
one side, except the part of the upright above 
the cross-arms, is coated with gum. 

Figs. 3, 4, 5, and 6 show modified forms and 
are gummed and folded, as shown by the shad 
ing and dotted lines. It is unnecessary to de 
scribe the particulars, as they are only a few 
of many forms which the fastener may as 
Sume. The form is not material. The es 
Sential point is that the gummed and un 
gummed surfaces shall lie substantially sym 
metrically with respect to the longitudinal 
axis, indicated by dotted lines, along which 
the strip is folded, in which case the upper 
fold will exactly cover the lower fold. The 
fingers can hold the fastener securely at un 
gummed parts, and no portion of the inner 
Surfaces are exposed when the gum is moist 
ened; but of course no strict exactness in 
these particulars is necessary. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is- - 
The improved paper-fastener consisting of 

a strip of suitable material, preferably paper, 
one surface of which is plain and the other 
surface partly gummed and partly ungummed 
symmetrically on each side of a longitudinal 
axis, the strip being creased so as to fold 
along the longitudinal axis with the partly 
gummed surface outside, so that the gummed 
and ungummed parts, respectively, register, 
substantially as described. 
Subscribed by me in New York city, New 

York, this the 9th day of June, 1891. 
JOHN H. LYNCH, 

Witnesses: - 

THOMAS EWING, Jr., 
G. M. BARNHART. 
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