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76 all whom it may concern:
Be it known that T; Grorer P. WicciNTowN,

‘g citizen of the; United States, residing at

" the city of Kalamazoo, county of Kalama-

10

zoo, State. of Michigan, have invented cer-
tain néw and useful Tmprovements in Index
Systems, of which the following is a speci-

“fieation. . .

This invention relates to improvements i1
index ‘systems. =~ ~ o
My improved index system is especially
designed and adapted by me for use in con-

.nection with loose-leaf devices, card systems,

1id-cabinet filing indexes.

provements herein as embodied in and

““adapted to a loose-leaf ledger.

20

The main objects of my invention are,—
first, to provide improvements in index sys-
tems enabling very rapid referemce. Sec-

‘ond, to provide an improved index system in

_ which the names may be arranged in alpha-
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‘betical order 3s to surnames and Christian

or firm name, and at the same time, one
which will give a numerical index without
duplicating the members so.that each in-
dexed sheet or member has an unduplicated

“identifying member. Third, to provide an

improved index system by which the page
and position of each indexed sheet or mem-
ber in the indexed element:is indicated.

_Prirther .objects, and objects relating to
stydetural details, will definitely appear

fwom the detailed description to follow.

I accomplish the objects of my invention
by the devices and means described in the
following specification. .

The invention is clearly defined and point-

ed out in the ¢laims. - o

A structure which is a prei‘erre_d embodi-
ment of my invention is clearly illustrated

in the accompanying - drawing, forming a

part of this specification, in which:

Figure I is a perspective view of a loose
leaf ledger embodying the features of my
invention, the- ledger being shown open.

' Fig. II is a detail plan view of the sheets
“ shown at_the right in Fig. I, the top index

sheet or member broken away to partially

disclose its indexed element below. TFig. |

TIT is a detail rear view of the master index

.sheet. or member: 1.

" Tn the drawing, similar reference numer-

als refer to similar parts throughout the sev-
eral views.

In;,;the styruct‘,ul"'e ,ﬂlustmted in the sccom-

L INDEX SYSTE.

Specifieation of Letters Patent.

Application filed Gotober 5, 1912. Serial o, 7-94,’010.

I'have illustrated and described my im-

- bodiment

. GEOBGE P. WIGGINTON, OFKALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN,

Patented Aug. 18,1513,

panying drawing, a loose-leaf binder is
shown. The style of binder, however, is
immaterial and my improvements are

equally well adapted to card systems and

filing cabinet indexes.” - :

In the use of the term “sheet” herein, I
contemplate sheets as commonly designated
and also cards, folders, or other suitable de-
vices adapted for index and record purposes:

My improved index system comprises in-

114

dex sheets or members 1 having surname

indicia tabs 2 thereon characterized by al-

80

65

phabetical surnameé indicia and numerals, .

the numerils being preferably consecutive.
For convenience in iilustration,. the struc-
ture shown is provided with cnly 19 of the

index members, the alphabetical surname,

subdivisions beginning with Aa and extend-
ing to ElL It will be understood thut in
practice, the entire alphabet is subdivided
i a suitable manner to provide a complete
surnaine index. The number of the sur-
name subdivisions may, of course, be de-
veloped to the extent desired.

The index sheets or members 1 are pro-
vided with name columns ruled into name
spaces 8 having consecutive numerals asso-
ciated therewiih. In the structure illus-
trated every alifrnate name space is pro-
vided with a nuseral. The purpose of this
alternate arrangement of the name space nu-
merals will appear later. The index sheets

1 of the embodiment illustrated are provided.

with name spaces on both sides, the name
space numerals running from 00 to 99. . For
convenience, the tabs 2 are provided with
the surname indicia and characterizing nu-
merals on both sides, as is clearly shown in
the drawing. The name spaces are divided
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into sections or subdivisions by alphabetical -

Christian or firm name ihdicia and I pref-
erably associate with such alphabetical or
firm name indicia, section indicating numer-
als 0 to 9. These section-indicating nu-

106

merals are, however, not essential as the

name space numerals also indicate sections,

particularly where the name space sections
are grouped or divided by tens as in the em-
illustrated. 'That is, the first
Christian or surname subdivision “ & em-

braces the name space numerals 00 to.09;.

the second, “A to B7”, embraces the name

104

space numerals 10 to 19; the third, “C”, -

embraces the name space numerals 20 to 29,

so that it will be readily understood that the
Christian or firm name subdivision_“,& P is

110



:third, and so on.

sheets 4, the sheets shown bein

the 00 Secfiop; “A to B”, the first s‘éction,;
“C”, the second: section; “D to E”, the

Associated with each index member is an
indexed element comprising a plurality of
ledger
sheets.. The sheets 4 .are provided with
stepped index tabs 5 characterized by alpha-

“betical Christian or firm name indicia corre-

10

20

25

- 30

_and the Christian or firm n?

35

-

40

sponding to the Christian or-firm name in-
dicia of the index member 1. I preferably
also associate with the firm or Christian
name indicia of the indexed element, section
indicia corresponding to the section indicia
of the index member. The index sheets or
members 1 extend to the edges of the sheets
of ‘the indexed element so- that the tabs 5
thereof are covered by the index sheet of the
element when it is closed thereon, the sur-
name indicia tabs being spaced as shown, so
as to be visible. On their rear sides, the
indexed sheets 4 are provided with the firm
or Christian name indicia corresponding to
and alined {ith the Christian or firm name
indicia of the tabs-on both sides of the in-
dexed element. The indéxed member is in-
dicated by combining the numeral of an in-
dex membeér tab with a name space numeral,
and its position in the indexed .element is
designated by the Christian. or firm name
and section indicia of the index member,

indicia tabs of the indexed element. For
example,—the name Chauncy & Co. would
be placed on the sheet or index member char-
acterized by the alphabetical surname in-
dicia “ Ch,” which 1s further characterized
by the numeral 11, it being the 11th of the
surname subdivisions in the embodiment of
my invention illustrated: The position of

- the name Chauncy & Co. on the index sheet
~ is determined by the Christian or firm name

45

subdivisions thereof, “&* béing the first
Christian' name subdivision. =~ Assumin

Chauncy & Co. to be the first name entereg
in that subdivision, it would be placed in
the 00 name space. By combining the sur-

* name indicia numeral 11 with the name

50

space numeral 00, the account, is determined
to be 1100.. This account is ‘placed on the
sheet of the indexed element having the sur-
name .indicia. “&” thereon, and the sheet

"given the number 1100, as at 6. The sheets

1]

0

are also preferably provided with a space
for entering the section number as shown at
7 although this is not an essential.-

To enter the account of Chattam & Sons,
supposing it to be the second account to be
entered under the Christian -or firm name.

subdivision “ &,” it would be entered in the |

01 name space and the number of the ac-

- count would be 1101, the account sheet being

65.

inserted immediately after the 1100 sheet.
Chester & Bro., supposing it to be the- third
account - entered: ip the “&” Christian or:

e and section |

1,070,566

firm name sﬁbdiyision, would be 1103, and

would be entered in the “ D to E ” Christian
or firm name subdivision, supposing it to be
the first account entered in this. Christian
or firm name subdivision, and its- number
would be 1130, and the account.'would be
placed on the index sheet characterized by
the Christian or firm name section “ D to E.”
.Other accounts under the “D to B Chris-

the account sheet would be inserted immedi--
‘ately after the 1101 sheet. David Chambers -

70

76

tian name subdivision or section would be .

placed in the binder following the sheet

“D to E” and numbered according to their -

name space entry. In the event of two ac-
counts under the same name, as, for instance,
. Chester & Bro., the second name would be
written in the index name spaces after the
name Chester & Bro. first entered and desig-
nated as 02a so that the account number
would be 1102a. A second David Chambers
account would be designated by the numeral
11302, and so on. It is obvious that any
number of firms having the same name could
be distinguished by this method so that each

account would have a different distinguish- -

ing number. A further advantage of my
improved index is' that.no confusion is
likely to occur in entering new accounts and

determining the proper account and page

number, and further, the-entered ‘accounts
may be referred to very rapidly as the ac-
count number and page can be quickly deter-

ment indicated. - Should an account be closed

80
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mined and its position in the indexed ele- -

100

and transferred from the current or live ac-.

counts, its existence and identifying number

is- determined from an' inspection of the -

proper surname . subdivision index sheet, -

This is of decided advantage to the book-
keeper and accountants as the existence of

105

such accounts and their identifying numer-

als can’ be quickly - determined. My im-

proved index has also the advantage of

being adapted to take care of a large number
of accounts. For instance, an index having
40 surname subdivisions. will care for 4000
accounts providing for proper.arrangement
under surname and Christian or.firm name
and providing a distinguishing nimeral for

each account.  Similarly, a 60 surnamedi-.

vision index -would care for 6000 aci
‘Further, in the event of duplicatin
such accounts would be properly 1

‘and positioned and Woul£ be provided:with
their distinguishing numbers by .entering
‘as I have indicated for the second account

of Chester & Bro. for example, as 02a on the .

index sheet shown. - - :

-have not attempted to illustrate or de-
scribe various modifications and adaptations
which I contemplate and which are entirely

feasible, such as the adaptation of my im-,

' provements to card systems, cabinet filipg

systems and the like, as I believe the digpo--
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sure made will enable those skilled in the

art to adapt my invention as conditions ¢

circumstances may require.
- Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure bv Let-
ters Patent is: .
. An index comprising index members
havmv surname indicia tabs bearing alpha-

: betlcnl surname indicia and consecutive nu-

10

15

“merals, and having nanie spaces with con-.
. secutive numerals associated therewith and

40

45

50

or
[}

60

merals, and having name spaces with con-
secutive numerals associated therewith and
divided into sections by alphabetical Chris-
tian or firm name indicia having section in-
dicating numerals associated there\v1th and
an indexed element associated with each in-
dex member and’ comprising members hav-
ing stepped index tabs bearing alphabetical
Chrlstnn or firm name indicia and section
indicating numerals corrésponding to the
section 1ndlcatmrr numerals associated with
the Christian or firm name indicia of the
index member, whereby an indexed member
of the element may be indicated by com-
bining the numeral of an index member tab
with a name space numeral and its position
in the indexed element further designated
by the Christian or firm name and section
indicia of the index member and the Chris-
tian or firm name and section indicia tabs
of the indexed element.

An index comprising index members
havm0 surname indicia tabs bearing alpha-
bet1ch surname indicia and consecutive nu-

divided into sections by alphabetical Chris-
tian or firm name indicia; and an indexed
element associated. with each index member
and comprising members having stepped in-
dex tabs Learing alphabetical Chrlstlan or
firm name indicia corresponding to the
Christian or firm name indicia of the index
member, whereby an indexed member of the
element may be indicated by combining the
nnmeral of an index member. cab w1th a
name space numeral and its position in the
indexed element further designated by the
Christian or firm name 1ndlcm of the 1nde\
member and the Christian or firm name in-
d]cm tabs of the indexed element.

An index comprising indes iembers
bedn'w alphabetical surname indicia and
a muueml and having name spaces with nu-
merals associated thexe\nth and divided into
sections by alphabetical Christian or firm
name indicia: and an indexed element asso-
cltated with eacly index member and com-
prising members beaving alphabetical Chris-
tian or firm name indicia corresponding to
the Christian or firm name indicia of the

8

index member, whereby an indexed mem-
ber of the element may be indicated by com-
bining the characterizing numeral of an in-
dex member with a name space numeral
thereof and its position in the indexed ele-
ment further designated by the Christian or
firm name md1c1a of the index and indexed
members.

4. An index comprising an index mem-
ber bearing an alphabetical surname indicia
and a numeral and having name spaces with
numerals and Christian or firm name indicia
associated therewith; and an indexed ele-
ment. comprising members bearing alpha-
betical . Christian or firm name indicia,
whereby an indexed member of the element
may be indicated by combining the charac-

terizing numeral of an index member with
‘a name space numeral thereof and its posi-

tion in the indexed element further desig-
nated by the Christian or firm name indicta.

5. An index esmprising an index member

bearing an alphabetical surname indicia and
a numeral and having name spaces with nu-
merals associated therewith and divided into

sections by alphabetical Christian or firm.

name indicia having section indicating nu-
merals associated therewith, whereby an in-
dexed member may be. 1ndlc'1ted by combin-
ing the characterizing numeral of an index
membex with a name space numeral there-
of and the position of the indexed member
indicated by the section indicia.

6. An index comprising an index member
bearing 4n alphabetical surname indicia and
a numeral and having name spaces with nu-
merals and (‘hrlstnn or firm name indicia
whereby an indexed member may be indi-
cated by- combining the characterizing nu-
meral of an index member with a name
space numeral thereof and the position of an
indexed member indicated by the Christian
or ﬁrm name indicia.

An index comprising an index member
havmo a surname indicia tab bearing an
‘ll])hilbetl(’dl surname indicia and.a numeral
and having name spaces with consecutive
numerals 00 to 99 associated therewith and
divided into sections of tens by alphabetical
Christian or firm name indieia, whereby an
indexed member mav be indicated by com-
bining the numeral of an index member tab
with 2 name space numeral.

In witness w heleof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal in the presence of two
w 1tnesses

GEORGE P. WIGGINTON. [n.s]-

‘Wltnebses :

M. Paixa Wooprurr,
Pearu E., Liniie.
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