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(57) Abstract

The position of a wafer (15) to be drawn out from among a plurality
of wafers (15) held at their circumferential portions in the slots (14) of the
wafer cassette (13) and the positions of the wafers directly above and below
the wafer to be drawn out are measured by the first sensor (16) and the
second sensor (17). Based on the measurement information, the calculation
section calculates the amount to deflection of the wafers (15) and,
according to the result of this calculation, determines whether or not the
transfer arm (18) can be inserted under the wafer (15) to be drawn out
without contacting the lower wafer (15) and whether or not the wafer (15)
to be drawn out can be lifted by the transfer arm (18) without contacting the

upper wafer (15).
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