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My invention relates to shoe trees, and 
more particularly to the type of shoe trees 
which are used to hold the shoe in shape 
for purpose of display for Sale. * 
The means nowon the market for hold 

ing a shoe, such as an Oxford, and nore. 
especially an oxford with straps, in Shape 
for display in shoe Stores, show windows, 
and as salesmen's samples, do not hold the 
shoe in good shape for purposes of display. 
The usual method employed is to fil the toe, 
of the shoe with tissue paper, and if the 
oxford has straps, to hold the straps ex 
tended by means of a Small stick extending 
from the sole to the strap. Often the paper 

i fails to hold the leather Smooth because it 
is not crammed in the shoe with suficient 
pressure, and again the paper may be too 
fight and cause the shoe to appear distorted. 
Again, the stick for holding the straps ex 
tended may be too long, which Will strain 
the strap, or it may be too short and fall 
out or be displaced in handling. 
The shoe trees at presentin use Stretch the 

wamp leather both lengthwise and crosswise 
and flatten the sole, as is mecessary after 
wearing the shoe in damp weather These 
shoe trees are designed to reform the shoe. 
None of the trees hold the instep Strapsor 
l?ce or button insteps up in a natura? posi 

i tion Suitable for display. 
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i One of the best devices on the market for 
displaying shoes is the papier mâché form 
made the same shape as the shoe. This per 
forms its function very well when applied to 

- a lace oxford, but in a button oxford it must 
mecessarily be loose in the instep to permit 
the shoe to be buttoned, so that its function 
of holding the button oxford in shape is to 
a large degree negatived. The Same device 

i applied to a strap oxford does not hold the 
straps correctly and is very unsightly, giving 
the displayed shoe a heavy or clumsy appear 
ance. This form must be made for the par 
ticular shoe to be displayed, and cannot be 

i used Successfully with any other style or 
shape of shoe. 

It is to meet these disadvantages and to 
satisfy the need in the trade that I have 
invented this device. Its function is to hold 
the leather vamp Smooth and neat, and to 
hold the instep, which may comprise straps 
or any other type of instep, construction, 
true to form, at the same time presenting a 
neat appearance. 

i Other objects of my invention are to de 

1924. serial No. 705012. 
vise a shoe display treewhich is simple and 
cheap to manufacture, easy to adjust, and 
which is at the same time not liable to be 
easily displaced, and yet which can be read 
ily removed when desired. w 
With these and other objects in view 

which may be incident to my improvements, 
the invention consists in the parts and com 
binations to be hereinafter set forth and 
claimed, with the understanding that the 
Seweral necessary elements comprising my 
invention may be varied in construction, 
proportions and arrangement, without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the 
appended claims. . . . . . 

In Order to make my invention more 
clearly understood I have shown in the ac 
Companying drawings means for carrying 
the same into practical effect, without limit 
ing the improvements in their useful appli 
cations to the particular constructions, which 
for the purpose of explanation, have been 
made the Subject of illustration. 
i In the drawings:– 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe, 

showing in dotted lines one of my devices 
holding the same in shape; w 

fig. 2 is a top plan view of a form of my 
device; . ! -- 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the form shown 
in Fig: 2, the dotted lines showing the ap 
proximate positions the parts take when the 
device is inserted in the shoe; i :: : , 

Fig. 4 isa perspective view in detai 
card holding means attached to the instep 

Fig. 5 is a side elevation of 
form of my device; b : . ...: 

Fig, 6 is a detail view looking in the direc 
tion of the arrows 6–6 of Fig. 5; - 

Fig. 7 is a side elevation of yet anothe 
modification of my device; | 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of 
form of my device. * x* 

Referring to the 

a modified 

i another 
form in Figs. 1 to 4 in 

detail of the 
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clusive, I have shown a shoe display tre? comprising a base support 1: consisting of 
a resilient strip of metal. The base support 
1 is bent at one end to form a backwardy 
projecting resilient support 2: for a vamp 
support. 3. The wamp support 3 is prefer 
ably of spade shape. * Such a shape approx 
imates the shape of any shoe close enough 
to hold the leatherso it will appear smooth: 
The toe box holds the toe portion of the shoe 
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inshape Soit is not necessary to fitthispart. 
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By reason of the fact that shoes vary largely 
in the shape over the instep, the Vamp sup 
port is not nade to Support the instep at 
all. The spade shaped wamp support 3, it 

5 will be noticed. has a cut out portion, 4 at 
its top. This insures that the Vamp support 
Will not extend up into the instep. 
son of its spade shape, the convex Outer 
surface conforms approximately to the cur 
Vature of any shoe, and the cut out portion 
4 at the upper end insures that there shall 
be no support given to the instep. 
The base piece 1 is bent back upon itself 

at 5 to forma spring support for an instep 
support piece 6, which is integral?y form?c? 
with the spring support 5 of the Saine Strip 
of metal. The instep support piece 6 is 
formed by bending the metal of the Spring 
support 5 back upon itself, presenting an 
upwardy bowed, surface. At the upper end 
of the instep support 6, there is formed a 
ard holder comprising an upwardy extend 
ingtongue 7 cut out of the metal of the Strip 
itself, and two upwardy extending back 
pieces 8 which are positioned at an angle to 
the tongue 7 and present a convex surface to 
a card 9 inserted in the angle formed between 
the back pieces8 and the tongue 7. 
i The instep support 6 presents a boyed Sur 

* face separately spring pressed from the Vamp 
Support 3 to hold the instep in position. I 

i have found that this feature of separating 
the wamp support from the instep Slipport 
makes the device much more eficient than is 
the case where the instep support is con 
nected to, or is an extension of the Vamp 
support. In the latter type of device, there 
is great dificulty in adjusting the display 
tree, and Once adjusted, it will fit only One 
style and si?e. By teason of the fact that 
the instep support is separate from the yamp 
support, i can ho?d the shoe distended and 
practically Smooth over its entire exterior 
Surface. The spade-shaped Vamp support 
holds the leather Smooth, although it is not heldtightly or Subject to creasing orbulging. 

i In Fig. 5 I have showna modification in 
which the resilient strip of metal 1, forming 
the hase piece has an overturned end 10 
adapted to rest in the heel of the shoe. The 
base piece i has two lugs 11. which project 
from the upper surface, and w?nich fit into, a 
slot {2 formed in the support Strip 5 for the 
instep support 6. The Support Strip 5 is 
nade separate, and hence the position of 
the instep support 6 may be varied by slid 
ing the support Strip 5 either forward of 
backward. The lugs. 11 are formed with 
heads 13 w?nich bear against the upper sur 
face of the support strip 5, and hold the 
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strip 5 in its adjusted position by reason of 
the frictional engagement with the Support 
strip 5 adjacent the slot 12. In this form 
I have shown the instep Support pi?ce 6 as 

65 having a downturned end 14 instead of be 
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ing provided with a card holder, as is shown 
in the forms in Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive. 

In Fig. 7 I have shown a form quit? silni 
lar to the form shown in Fig. 5, With this 
difference, that in Fig. , I have provided a 
siele member 15 to which the resilient Sup 
port 5 for the instep support 6 is attached. 
The slide member 15 is nade by bending 
a strip of stiff but bendable metal around 
the base strip 1. The Support piece 5 is 
attached to and moves with the Slide meln 
ber 15, and the position of the instep Support 
6 may be readily varied by Sliding the Slice 
member 15 on the base Strip 1. i preferably 
adjust the slide member 15 SO that it has a suficiently strongfrictional engagement With 
the base strip 1 to hold the instep support 6 
in its adjusted position. 

in Fig. 8 I have shown a form of display 
shoe treein which the base piece 1 is formed 
by twisting two resilient Wires together. 
The Support 2 for the Vamp support piece 3 
i; fojned by bending the two wires upon 
themiselyes in parallel relationship. Like 
wise the resilient support 5 for the instep 
support 6 is formed by bending the wires 
forming the base upon themselves and main 
taining them in parallel relationship. To 
form the instep support, the Wires are bent 
in parallel relationship and at an acute angle 
to the support 5. 1. 
There has been no attenpt On my palit to 

devise a shoe display tree to flatten the Sole 
o reform the shoe, for the shoe has not 
been worm and is not out of Shape. My 
device does, howewer, hold the wamp dis 
tended Smooth?y and the instep distended 
äs though the shoe were on the foot. The 
appearänce of the shoe with the device in it 
is neat, by reason of the light Construction 
of the display tree, which adds rather tham. 
detracts from the appearance of the shoe. 
When used in light evening. slippers, my dis 
play tree adds to the dai?ty and light ap 
peara?ce of the Slipper. . X 
While I shown and described the prefer 

red embodiment of my invention, i wish it 
to be understood that I do not confine myself 
to the precise details of construction herein 
set forth, by way of ilustration, as it is 
apparent that ma?y chaiges and Variationš 
may be ma de therein, by those skilled in the 
art, without departing from the Spirit of 
the invention, or exceeding the scope of the 
appended claims. M 

| claim: . 

1. A shoe display tree Comprising a base 
piece, a vamp support mounted on the base 
piece, an instep support separate from the 
wamp support, and Spring means carried on 
the base piece for Supporting the instep 
support. | * 

2. A shoe display tree comprising a vamp 
support, a resilient Support for the Vamp 
support, an instèp support ?epairate fröm the 

(); 
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wamp support, and spring means for Sup 
porting the instep support. 

3. A. shoe display tree Comprising a base 
piece, a wamp support, resilient means for 
supporting the wamp support carried by the 
base piece, an instep support separate from 
the wamp support, and Spring means carried 
on the base piece for supporting the instep 
Support. 

4. A shoe display tree comprising a base 
piece, a spade-shaped Vamp support, resilient 

i means carried by the base piece for resili 
ently supporting the yamp support, an in 
step support, and spring means carried on 

15 the base piece for Supporting the instep sup 
port. 

| 5. A shoe display tree comprising a base 

8 

piece, a Vamp support, a resilient strip of 
spring metal Supporting the wamp support 
carried by the base piece, an instep support, 
and a resilient piece of metal integral with 
the base piece for supporting the instep sup 
port. 

6. A. Shoe display tree comprising a base 
piece of resilient metal, a Vamp support, a 
resilient strip of spring metal formed by 
bending the base piece upon itself to support 
the yamp support, an instep support formed, 
of the same strip as the base piece, and a 
resilient Support for the instep support 
formed by bending the metal of which the 
base piece is formed upon itself. 

In testimony whereof Iafix my signature. 
i ROGER. W. BREWER. 
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