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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Caarues T. Owens,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Ardmore, in the county of Carter and State
of Oklahoma, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Rein-Holders,
of which the following is a specification,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to improvements
in rein holders and has for its object to pro-
vide a simple, practical and eflicient device
of this character which may be detachably
arranged upon the dashboard or other sta-
tionary part of a vehicle body to securely
clamp” the reins and support the same
against liability of falling fo the ground
beneath the animal’s feet during the ab-
sence of the driver.

Another and more specific object of the
invention resides in the provision of a body
member provided with clamping means
whereby the same may be detachably se-
cured to the vehicle dash-board, said body
member including a plate having a ribbed
surface; and a spring controlled clamping
plate pivotally mounted upon said body
member and also provided with a ribbed
surface -which together with the opposed
surface of the body. plate is adapted to en-
gage the reins and securely clamp them in
position. '

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device for the above purpose which
is strong and durable in constructioh, may
be easily and quickly operated to recelve
the reins and permit of their removal and

_is very reliable and of great convenience 10

ractical use.

With the above and other objects in view,
the invention consists of the novel features
of construction, combination and arrange-
ment of parts hereinafter fully described
and claimed, and iliustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in whigh—

‘Figure 1 is a perspective view showing
my improved rein holder attached to the
dash-board of a vehicle; Fig. 2 1s an en-
larged section taken on the line 22 of Fig.
1, the reins being removed; and Fig. 3 is a
section taken on the line 3—3 of Iig. 1.

Referring in detail to the drawing b desig-
hates generally a body member which con-
of a horizontally disposed plate G.
siate is integrally formed upon the
ends of the spaced paraliel arms 7

and 8, the arm 7 being of greater length
than the arm 8 and preferably grooved upon
its inner face for its entire length as indi-
cated at 9. The end of the shorter arm 8
is provided with spaced ears 10 between
which a clamping foot 11 is fulerumed in-
termediate of its ends. The lower end of
this clamping foot is of increased width so
that the same has a comparatively exten-
sive bearing surface for engagement with
the dash-board or other permanent support
indicated at D. The other end of this clamp-
ing foot has a set screw 12 threaded there-
in. 'This screw is adapted to bind against
the shorter arm & of the body member to
force the foot into clamping engagement
with the dash-board. The inner face of the
clamping foot 11 is also preferably pro-
Vi(iled with a longitudinal groove or chan-
nel 11°.

As shown in Fig. 1, when the body mem-

ber is arranged in position the plate 6 is
slightly inclined transversely and the up-
per surface of this plate is corrugated lon-
gitudinally whereby
are formed thereon. Upon one end of this
plate an angularly disposed arm 14 is in-
tegrally formed and 1s provided with a
bearing 15 on its end. In this bearing a

rod 17 formed upon one edge of the clamp- .

ing plate 16 is rotatably mounted. This
clamping plate is transversely curved

throughout its
its convex surface which is opposed to the
body plate 6 with the longitudinal ribs 18.
Upon the end of the rod 17 and in spaced
relation t» the bearing 13 one end of a

“eranked lever 19 is ngidly secured, the

cranked portion 20 of said lever being ex-
tended inwardly in parallel relation to the
body plate 6 and adapted to engage theve-
with to limit the movement of said lever in
one direction and dispose the same in its
normal position. A coiled spring 21 is ar-
ranged upon the rod 17 of the clamping
plate 16 hetween the bearing 15 and the
end of the crank lever 19. One end of this
coiled spring is extended and engaged at
its extremity over the edge of the arm 14
while the other end of said spring is ex-
tended in an opposite direction and engaged
around the cranked portion 20 of the
lever 19. )

In the use of my improved rein holder,
the same_is mounted vipon the upper edge
of the dash-board of the vehicle body or any

length and is provided upon.
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other suitable stationary support by adjust-
ing the set screw 12 to force the clamping
foot 11 into engagement with the support
which is disposed between the spaced arms
7 and 8 of the body member. In Fig. 1 the
device is shown positioned upon the dash-
board of the vehicle but not clamped there-
on. When secured in position, the longi-
tudinally grooved faces 9 and 117 of the
arm 7 and the foot 11 respectively are
adapted to engage with the vertical rib D’
of the dash-board. The foot 11 1s now
forced into clamping engagement with said
rib by means of the adjusting screw 12 so
that the device is rigidly secured in position
and held against lateral movement upon the
dash-board. In order to position the reins
between the body plate and the clamping
plate 16, the operator grasps the lever 19
and lifts the same, thereby swinging the
plate 16 away from the body plate to dis-
pose the same in spaced relation thereto.
The reins are now positioned upon the
ribbed surface of the body plate and the
lever 19 is released whereupon the spring
21 forces the clamping plate against the
reins so that the ribbed surfaces of the body
plate and clamping plate bite into the com-
paratively yielding leather and effectually
serve to hold said reins against movemnt
therebetween. The reins are disposed upon
each other before being inserted between
the clamping plate and body plate as clearly
shown in Fig. 1.

~ From the above it will be seen that T have
devised a rein holder of very simple con-
struction which may be easily and quickly
attached to or detached from the dash-
board or other permanent support so that
the device can be transferred from one ve-
hicle to another, thus rendering it unneces-
sary to provide a rein holder for each ve-
hicle in the possession of the owner. The
reins will be at all times securely held in
position during the driver’s absence so that
the same will not fall to the ground and
become entangled in the feet of the horse.
The device also serves the purpose of a
hitch, the pull upon the reins drawing the
same taut Eetween the holder and the ani-
mal’s head so that there is no

shaft tugs. In this manner,the use of the

ordinary hitching post strap and weight

,gull upon the

1,034,823

is eliminated. As the invention consists of
but few elements, it will be cbvicus that the
same is extremely strong and durable in
construction, efficient and reliable in opera-
tion and may be manufactured at small cost.

585

While I have shown and described the .

preferred construction and arrangement of
the various parts, it will be understood that
the invention is susceptible of considerable
modification without departing from the es-
sential feature or sacrificing any of the adg
vantages thereof. A

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed is:—

1. A rein holder comprising a body plate
having spaced arms integrally formed
therewith for engagement upon a support,
a clamping plate pivotally mounted upon
one of said arms, a set screw carried by the
foot to bind against said arm and force the
plate into engagement with the support to
rigidly clamp the arms therete, a clamping
plate having a rod formed on ocne end, a
bearing on the body plate in which salil
rod is rotatably mounted, a spring on said
rod to hold the plate in clamping engage-
ment with the reins, and a lever fixed to
said rod and having a cranked portion
adapted to contact with the body plate and
limit the movement cf the clamping plate
in one direction. .

2. A rein holder comprising a body plate,
means carried by said plate to clamp the
same upon a support, sald plate having lon-
gitudinal ribs cn one surface and an angu-
larly disposed arm formed on one end there-
of, a clamping plate having a rod formed on
one end rotatably mounted in said arm, said
clamping plate having a convex ribbed face
opposed to the ribbed face of the body plate,
a coiled spring arranged on said rod to hold
said clamping plate in engagement with the
reins, and a cranked lever fixed at one end
upon said rod, the cranked portion of the
iever being adapted for engagement with
the body plate to limit the movement of the
clamping plate in one direction.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

‘signature in the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES T. OWENS.
Witnesses:
F. C. FreNSLEY,
E. A. FoyxT.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by. addressing the

“ Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D.¢”
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