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This invention relates to an improved pocket 
closure, of a type which is particularly suitable 
for use in flexible pocket receptacles of that class 
which are foldable to enable one part of the re 
ceptacle to be Superposed upon another. Com 
non examples of receptacles of the class men 
tioned are billfolds, wallets, pocketbooks and the 
like. 

It has been coinon practice in billfolds, here 
tofore, to utilize as pockets those spaces that lie 
Ore between each of the two spaced end sections 
of the inner Wall and the adjacent portion of the 
relatively slidable inner-wall section, which par 
tially overlaps each end section and bridges the 
gap between them. The mouth of each such 
pocket has been left completely open, according 
to prior practice, and it is easy for "articles to 
slip out of such pockets especially when the bill 
fold is open. . The difficulty in providing closures 
for these pockets is that any ordinary form of 
pocket closure, applied in the ordinary way, 
Would interfere with free relative longitudinal 
sliding movement between the pocket Walls and 
Such movement is necessary in a billfold or other 
foldable flexible pocket receptacle to avoid buck 
ling of the inner wall when the receptacle is 
folded into closed position. 
This invention has for an object the provision 

of a closure for a pocket in a billfold, or other 
foldable flexible pocket receptacle, which will 
enable the necessary shifting movement between 
the wallis of each pocket to take place and which 
Will at the Sane time provide a satisfactory clo 
Sure means for the pocket or pockets. 
More particularly, the pocket closing means 

consists of a flap hinged to the inner pocket Wall 
along the transverse line of fold thereof and 
overlapping the outer pocket wall and having a 
tongue and slot engagement therewith-Such as 
to permit relative sliding movement between the 
pocket Walls in a longitudinal direction. 
Other objectS Will appear as the detailed de 

Scription proceeds and will be pointed out in the 
appended claims. 
The invention will be disclosed with reference 

to the accompanying drawing, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a small-Scale front elevational view 

showing the invention embodied in a billfold; 
Fig. 2 is a full-size top plan View thereof; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional plan view taken 

on the line. 3-3 of Fig. 1; and 
Fig. 4 is a view, taken similarly to Fig. 1 but 

showing one of the pocket closures in open posi 
tion. 

Referring to the drawing; a pocket closure en 
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bodying the invention has been shown, by Way 
of iliustrative example, in connection with two 
confronting pockets of a billfold. The inven 
tion is capable of use in other kinds of foldable 
flexible pocket receptacles and is not limited to 
he one kind herein disclosed. 
The billfold, herein shown, includes an Outer 

or back wall of rectangular form, and a com 
posite inner or front wall made up of two end 
sections and a central or intermediate Section 
2. Each end section is Suitably fixed along its 

lower side edge and along its outer end edges 
to the lower side edge and adjacent outer end 
edge, respectively, of the outer wall ). The 
outer wall í 6 has a central line of fold í3 and 
the central inner Wall section 2 has a corre 
Sponding line of fold 4. Each end Section 
also has fixed, preferably integrally, to its upper 
edge a downturned flap 5 which lies between 
the end section and the outer Wall 9. Each flap 
f5 is secured along its outer end edge by the same 
Stitches & Which are used to Secure its end Sec 
tion i? to the outer end edge of outer Wall 0. 
These end sections are longitudinally spaced 
and they are located one on each side of the 
registering lines of fold 3 and 4, and longi 
tudinally spaced therefrom. 
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The central Section 2 ha. S its endS mOUnited 
to slide longitudinally relatively to the end Sec 
tions which it partially overlaps, and it bridges 
across the gap between these two end sections of 
the inner Wall as shown. The section 2 has its 
upper and lower edges Slidably engaged in upper 
and lower runWayS. Each uppel' run Way consists 
of the groove formed between a flap 5 and its 
end section at or adjacent the line of fold 
which constitutes the junction between these 
parts. Each lower runway consists of a similar 
groove formed between each section and the 
outer wall at or adjacent the line of fold, 
which constitutes the junction between these two 
integrally connected partS. 
When the billfold is closed by folding one half 

upon the other along the registering lines of fold 
E3 and 4, the end sections , being fixed to 
the outer wall, move in on the central section 
2-the latter being held stationary since its cen 

tral fold is held in the V of the Central fold of 
the Outer Wall. When the billfold is again opened, 
the end sections slide out on the central sec 
tion 2. The section , at its upper corner, has 
a projection which rides in a slot 8 formed 
in the adjacent flap 5. When the billfold is 
Open, these projections engage the inner ends of 
slots 8 as shown and, if the section 2 is not 



2 
centralized relatively to the outer wall, one of 
these projections will engage the inner end of 
its slot before the other and pull the section 2 
into centralized relation (so that its line of fold 
A coincides with the line of fold 3). 
The construction, thus far described, is that 

of one well-known type of billfold. The present 
invention is concerned with closures for the tWO 
confronting pockets 9 which are formed One be 
tween each end section and the adjacent part 
of the central section 2. Each such pocket is 
closed at its Outer end by the connected end 
edges of walls 0 and and, according to prior 
practice, is open at its inner end-the mouth 20 
of one pocket facing the mouth 29 of the other 
pocket. Both of these mouths have heretofore 
been left open. With the iliustrated construc 
tion, the inner wall (section 2) of each pocket 
is slidable relatively to the Outer Wall (section i). 
The closure for each pocket 9 consists of a 

flap 2, hinged to the back Wall of the pocket 
the section 2-along the line of fold 4. This 
closure flap 2 engages and partially OverlapS 
the outer face of the outer wall of pocket 9 and 
has a tongue 22 which is inserted in a slot 23 in 
said outer wall. Mounted in this slot 23 is a 
deflector 24 and the tongue 22 slides in back of 
this deflector and into and through the slot 23. 
This deflector 24 is or may be constructed aS 
disclosed in my copending application Serial No. 
280,472, filed June 22, 1939. The tongue 22 is 
free to slide longitudinally in the aforesaid slot 
and is not held in place in any other way than 
by frictional engagement. With the partS On Which 
it slides. 

It will be clear that the inner wall of each 
pocket-the central section 2-is free to slide 
in a longitudinal direction relatively to the Outer 
wall of such pocket. This follows because the 
tongue and slot connection between each cloSure 
flap and the outer pocket wall, allows the closure 
flap 2 to move back and forth with the section 
2. Also, this same tongue and slot connection 

allows the pocket to expand freely when stuffed 
with cards or other articles. Ordinary forms of 
fastening means, if applied to the closure flap 
in the usual way, would prevent the relative Slid 
ing movement between the pocket walls which is 
essential in a foldable pocket receptacle to avoid 
buckling of the inner wall when the receptacle 
is folded into closed position. It is desirable also 
where, as here, there are two pockets with their 
mouths arranged in confronting relation, one On 
each Side of the line of fold, to utilize a single 
member to form the closure flaps for both pockets 
and in Such case it is essential that this Single 
member be fixed to the rear wall-forming men 
ber 2 solely along the line of fold . This ar 
rangement also affords the maximum amount of 
space for each pocket, enabling all the Space 
from One end of the billfold to the central fold 
line thereof to be utilized. 
The in Wention tills proVideS a pocket closure 

of novel form, capable of use in a billfold or any 
other flexible pocket receptacle that is foldable, 
for closing pockets Which hitherto have not been 
closed for lack of a satisfactory closure, such 
closure being characterized in that it does not 
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2,246,571 
interfere With the necessary free sliding move 
ment between the outer wall and the central Sec 
tion of the inner Wall. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a foldable flexible pocket receptacle, haW 

ing a pair of confronting pockets each having 
its own front wall, a member serving each pocket 
as a back wall and mounted for relative sliding 
movement with respect to each front Wall in a 
direction longitudinally of Said pockets, Said 
member having a transverse line of fold located 
between said pockets, a second member Secured 
to said first member solely along said line of fold 
and forming two hinged flaps extending in Op 
posite directions from the line of fold into over 
lapping relation one with each of said front 
walls, each said flap and the front Wall which it 
overlaps having slidably interengaged parts for 
holding the flap in pocket closing relation, Said 
interengaged parts being relatively slidable in 
the Sane direction as said first named member. 

2. In a foldable flexible pocket receptacle, an 
Cuter Wall having interimediate its ends a trans 
verse line of fold, a composite inner wall having 
longitudinally spaced sections and located one on 
each side of Said line of fold and fixed to Said 
outer Wall, and a third section bridging the Space 
between the first two sections and Overlapping 
the rear face of each thereof and longitudinally 
Slidable relatively theretO, Said third Section hav 
ing a transverse line of fold located between the 
first two Sections and registering with the first 
named line of fold, and a member secured to said 
third section solely along the line of fold thereof 
and extending in Opposite directions from Said 
line of fold into partially overlapping relation 
One With the front face of each of the first two 
Sections, and means for retaining each end of 
Said member in overlapping relation with that 
one of the first two sections which it overlaps 
and enabling relative sliding movement in the 
same direction as that in which the third section 
Slides. 

3. In a foldable flexible pocket receptacle, an 
Outer Wall having intermediate its ends a trans 
verse line of fold, a pair of longitudinally-spaced 
wall Sections fixed to the outer wall and located 
One on each side of said line of fold, a third 
Section bridging the gap between the first-named 
Sections and Slidable relatively to at least one 
thereof when the receptacle is folded or unfolded 
to close or Open the same, said third section hav 
ing a line of fold registering with the first-named 
line of fold, the third section and one of the 
first-named Sections forming between them a 
pocket the mouth of which opens towards said 
lines of fold, a closure flap for the mouth of said 
pocket, Said flap being hingedly secured to said 
third member Solely along the line of fold there 
of and extending to and beyond said mouth into 
Overlapping relation with one of the first-named 
Wall Sections, said flap and said one of the first 
named Wall Sections having slidably interengaged 
parts for holding the flap in closure-forming 
relation, said parts being relatively slidable in the 
Same direction as Said third Section. 
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