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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Oxa A. Hoxteg, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at
Kansas City, in the county of Wyandotte
and State of Kansas, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Col-
lapsible Crates, of which the following is
a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
collapsible crates.

Tt is particularly adapted for the ship-
ment of fowls, but may be used for various
other purposes.

The object of my invention is to provide
a collapsible crate which is cheap to manu-
facture; which is strong and durable and
not liable to get out of order; which may be
quickly extended to the operative position;
and which may be as readily collapsed to
flat form, in which it will occupy small
space and is adapted for return shipment
at small expense.

My invention provides further novel
means for releasably locking the crate in
the extended position.

My invention provides still further a
novel construction in which all of the parts
of the crate at all times remain securely at-
tached to each other, so that there is no lia-
bility of any of the parts becoming lost
when the crate is collapsed and reshipped
in such condition.

The novel features of my invention are
hereinafter fully described and claimed.

Tn the accompanying drawing, which
illustrates the preferred embodiment of my
invention, Figure 1 is a perspective view of
my improved crate shown extended, with
the cover members shown raised. Fig. 2 1s
a perspective view showing the crate par-
tially collapsed. Tig. 3 is a cross section
of the crate shown extended, with the cover
members in the closed horizontal position.
Fig. 4 is a perspective, enlarged view of the

5 mechanism at one end of the crate for lock-

ing the bottom members in the horizontal

position, portions of the Jatter and of the
sides and one end of the crate being shown.

Similar rveference characters designate
gimilar parts in the different views.

Tn the form shown in the drawing, the
crate is rectangular and is provided with
two vertical rectangular side members 1,
each of which may be a rectangular metallic
frame covered with wire netting. The ends

of the crate preferably comprise each two
members 2 hinged to each other, and hinged
respectively to the side members 1 so as to
be swung inwardly between and parallel with
the side members. The bottom of the crate

comprises, preferably, two members 3 respec-

tively hinged at their outer edges to the
side members 1 at the lower edges thereof.
The end members 2 are each provided with
an inwardly extending flange 4. The bot-
tom members 8 in the horizontal position
shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 4, rest upon the
flanges 4. Said bottom members are adapted
to be swung from the horizontal position
to vertical positions at the inner sides re-
spectively of the side members 1, as indi-
cated by the arrows in Fig. 3 and as shown
in Fig.2. Hinged respectively to the upper
edges of the side members 1 are two cover
members 5, the hinged connection being
such that the cover members may be swung
from the horizontal closed position shown
in Fig. 3 to vertical positions at the outer
sides of and against the side members 1, as
shown in Fig. 2. For locking the cover
members 5 in the closed position, one of
said members is provided with a staple 6
adapted to enter a hasp 7 secured to the
other cover member and to be held in en-
gagement therewith by a padlock not shown.
For releasably holding the bottom members
3 from swinging upwardly from the hori-
zontal position, I provide two members con-
sisting, preferably, of two bars 8, which are
respectively hinged to the side members 1
respectively adjacent to the opposite ends
thereof. Tach bar 8 is preferably disposed
edge up and has a vertical axis, whereby
it may be swung from a horizontal position

parallel with the adjacent side member 1,

to a transverse horizontal position over the
bottom members 3, when the latter are m
the horizontal position, as shown in Fig. 1.
Respectively secured to the side members 1
are two staples 9 adapted to be extended
respectively through two slots 10 provided
ome in each bar 8 adjacent to the free end
thereof, as shown in Fig. 4. For retaining
the staples 9 engaged with the bars 8, I
provide two pins 11 respectively adapted to
enter the staples 10 at the inner sides of the
bars S respectively. The pins 11 are respec-
tively attached by a chain 12 to the side
members 1.

When the crate is to be extended from the
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collapsed position, the end members 9 .are
swung at right angles to the side members
1, following which the bottom members 3
are swung irom the vertical position to the

horizontal position on the flanges 4, as shown

in Figs. 1,8 and 4. The members 8 are then
swung from their collapsed position parallel
with the side members 1 to positions at
right angles thereto over the bottom mem-
bers 3, in which latter position the staples

9 will réspectively extend through the slots

10. The pins 11 are then mounted i the
staples 9 at the inner sides of thé: members
8. - The crate may then have placed i it the
things which are to be shipped, after which
the covers 5 may be swung to and locked
to bé- returned o stored in the collapsed
form, the operation just described is re-
versed. _

I do not Timit my inverition to the struc-
ture shown and described, as modifications;
within the scope of he appended claims,
may beé made without departing from the
spirit of my invention,

What T claim is =

1. A collapsible crate comprising two side
members, two ends, eich comprising two
meémbers hinged to each other and respeéc-
tively hinged to said side members, two bot-
tom members respéctively hinged to said
side members s6' as to' be swung from a hori-
zontal position to & pogition parallel with
the side members; two cover meémbers re-
spectively hinged to the side members in a

manner such that they may be swung from

a closed pésition at Fight angles to' the side
members to an open position at the outer
side of and parallel with said side members,
a locking menber Ringed to one of fhe side
members so 4$ te be swing from a position
parallel therewith to & horizonfal position
over’ the bottom members; when the latter
aré in the horiZorital pogitio
means for securing the locking member in
said horizontal positions

2. A collapisible craté comprising two side
members, two ends, each comprising two

Copiés of this patent way be obtained for fivé cents each, by addressing the

in the closed position. When the crate is

1, and réleasable

1,180,204

members hinged to each other and respec-
tively hinged to said side members, two bot-
tom members respectively hinged to said
side members so as to be swung from a
horizontal position to a position parallel
with the side members, two cover members
respectively hinged to the side members in
a manner such that they may be swung from
a closed horizontal position to an open ver-
tical position at the outer side of said side
members, a locking member hinged to one
of the side members so as to be swung from
& position parallel therewith to a horizontal
position over the bottom members, when
the latter are in the horizontal Position, the
locking member having a slot, a staple se-
cured to the other side member adapted to
extend through said slot, and releasable
nieans for holding the locking member en-
gaged with said staple.

3. A collapsible erate comprising two side
membeérs, two ends, each comprising two
members hinged to each other, and respec-
tively hinged to said side members, two' bot-
tom members respectively hinged to said
side members so as to be swung from a hori-
zontal position to a position parallel with
said side members and supported by said
end members in the horizontal position, two
cover members respectively hinged to the
side members so'ds to be swung from a closed
horizontal position to a vertical position at
thie outer side of and against said side mem-
bers respectively, a locking bar hinged to
one of the side members so as to be swung
Tfrom a position parallel therewith to a horis
zontal position over the bottom members for
retaining the latter from: swinging upwardly
from said horizontal position, said locking
member having a slof, a staple secured to
the other side member and adapted to enter
said slot, a locking pin adapted to engage
said staple for retaining the locking mem-
ber engaged therewith, and flexiblé means
for securing the locking pin to the crate.

In testimony whereof T have signed my
name to this specification.

OKA A. HUNTER.

“Commissioner of Patents.

Washington, D, .”
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