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1
Thi& invention relates to improvements: ixi.or-
namentgl” display .devices and: more particularly
toa new and novel manrer of constructing the
sdme. and-the provision of multi-colored trans—

parent’ eléments associatad-with:the device fér

directing various: eolors %o the. Ob,]ect or objects
displayed.

_Ancther object of the invention is the provi=~
stonr of a-device - of thisi charaeter whereihi: the
objéct ‘béing displayed is completely sealed: on
the interior of a block of transparent material
to protect the article against dust, discoloration
and other forms of deferioration as a result of
handling and the like,

A further cbject resides in the method of im- |

bedding the object within said block of trans-
parent material wherein the display or repre-
sentation is given a certain degree of depth and
roundness.

A still further object is the provision of means
for conveniently shifting, as well as blending,
the colors projected onto the display. The color
projecting elements are so arranged that the
color may be projected either by sunlight or by
artificial light—either superimposed upon the
colored elements or extended through them when
they are arranged in tubular form as will be
more fully hereinafter pointed out.

These and other objects will appear as my in-
vention is more fully hereinafter described in
the following specification, illustrated in the ac¢-
companying drawing and finally pointed out in
the appended claims.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a display device
made in accordance with my invention.

Figure 2 is a front elevation of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is an end elevation of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 show-
ing a modified method of embedding the article
to be displayed within the display device.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a further
modified form of the invention showing the ap-
plication of artificial light to the color project-
ing elements,

Figure 6 is a reduced perspective view of the
rear face of the main body of the display de-
vice showing the manner in which an impres-
sion or cavity is formed therein fo define the
display which is formed by placing moldable ma-
terial, such as plaster of Paris, molding clay and
the like, which may be coated or covered with
any selected color or combination of materials.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ing:

The display device comprises a vertically dis-
posed body member | formed of clear, colorless
plastic material which may be of any height and
length and mounted upon any suitable base 2
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by any approved - method such:as: cementing or
the:like..

- In-the: rear face -of - the: body member, as besk
iBustrated in Figure 6,1 form the outline of the

- artiele -to-hér displayed: by using .a steel die or

pattern heated to a sufficient temperature-to
melti the: plastic: so that: an - impression.3 may be
made to any -desired depth: or- the xmpressmn
may hermoldedor-pressed.

The - impression is:-flled: over“‘lts- entire: area
with the material used to represent the article
to be displayed. I have obtained satisfactory re-
sults by using plaster of Paris, molding clay, and
the like. The filler is smocthed off flush with
the rear face of the body member and to seal
the filler within the impression, I secure to the
rear face of the body member a back wall 4
which may be of any desired color to provide a
suitable colored background—for example, t6
represent a blue sky in back of a snow-covered
mountain outlined by the impression.

In Figure 4, the cavity is formed either by a
male die or cut by a fluted cutter. In either
case the top and/or side edges of the cavity are
undercut as at 5 to form a background spaced
rearwardly from the edges of the object. This
enables the light from above to be projected for-
wardly and rearwardly of the object to produce
the effect of depth as aforesaid. )

As previously stated, the body member { is
made of clearly transparent material so as not
to obstruct any external light being projected
onto the object within the impression. To ren-
der the object more colorful and to simulate vari-

‘ous hues of sunlight ranging from sunrise to

sunset, I provide the top surface of the body
member with a plurality of colored lenses gen-

.erally indicated at 6 which are removably at-

tached to each other and to a supporting frame
generally indicated at 7 by the dove-tailed for-
mation of their side edges and with correspond-
ingly shaped ends of a slot 8 formed in the sup-
porting frame. By this arrangement the lenses
‘may be transposed inte various positions to vary
the lighting effect upon the object within the
impression when placed in the sunlight or be~
neath an artificial light.

As g modification of this colored llghtmg me-
dium, I provide the top surface of the body mem-
ber with an elongated housing 9 within which I
rotatably mount a tube 10. The tube is made of
various colored strips or segments I{ of plastic
extended the full length of the tube. One end
of the tube is flanged as at 12 to provide a con-
venient finger grip for rotating the tube within
the housing to selectively direct the desired colors
of light onto the object within the impression.
The light is produced by an elongated tubular
light bulb 18 disposed within the tube and se-
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cured at one of its ends to a socket (4 through
which current is applied to the lamp through
wires |5 extending from any convenient plug-in
receplacle or other source of electric supply.

While I have shown a particular form of em-
bodiment of my invention, I am aware that many
minor changes therein will readily suggest them-
selves to others skilled in the art, without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the invention.
Having thus described the invention, what I claim
as new and desire to protect by Letters Patent is:

1. An ornamental display device comprising a
base, a vertically disposed body member of trans-
parent material mounted upon the base, a cavity
formed in the rear surface of the body member
and undercut along certain of its edges, an image
disposed within said cavity, a plurality of trans-
Iucent colored elements interchangeably super-
imposed upon the body member for projecting
colored light downwardly upon and about all sides
of said object.

- 2. An ornamental display device comprising a
base, a vertically disposed body member mounted
upon the base, a cavity formed in the rear sur-
face of the body member and filled with opaque
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material to represent an object, the edges of sald
cavity being undercuf, a colored opaque back wall

‘secured to the body member and entirely cover-

ing the rear face of said object, a plurality of

various = colored "transparent elements inter-
changeably attached to the top of said body mem-
ber for projecting colored light upon said object.
7 HARVEY H. GRATIOT.
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