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To all wilon it Tu?tif conce71: . 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM SCHNEIDER, 

of the city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Shoes or Slippers for Athletes, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, forming a parthereof. 
My invention relates to an improved shoe 

or slipper for athletes; and it consists in the 
novel features of construction hereinafter de 
Scribed and claimed. -- 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per 
spective of my improved shoe or slipper. Fig. 
2 is a longitudinal sectional view taken ap 
proximately on the indicated line 22 of Fig. 
1. Fig. 3 is a viewin perspective of the pre 
ferred form of the elastic pad used in carry 
ing out my invention. Fig. 4 is a viewin per 
spective of a modified form of this pad. 

Referring by numerals to the accompany 
ing drawings, 1 indicates the vamp or body 
of my improved shoe or slipper, the same be 
ing constructed in the usual form and of any 
flexible material. The front opening in the 
vamp may be drawn together by the usual 
lace, or in any suitable manner. 
2 indicates the sole, constructed of any suit 

able flexible material and secured to the vamp 
or body of the slipper in any ordinary man 
e. 

3 indicates the usual stiffening-piece that 
is located just inside the heel portion of the 
Vamp or body. 1. 
4 indicates an inner sole or lining that is 

located directly upon the sole 2, and said lin 
ing extends upwardly at the rear of the vamp 
and covers the stiffening 3. Located between 
the sole 2 and the lining 4, at the heel of the 
shoe or slipper, is a body 5 of compressible 
elastic material, such as felt, sponge, rubber, 
curled hair, &c. This body 5 is wedge-shaped 
when viewed in side elevation, and the point 

45. 
of said wedge-shaped body extends toward the 
front or the toe of the slipper in order to ac 
commodate the curvature of the sole of the 
wearer's foot. - 

In some instances the body of elastic ma 
terial 5 is fixed to a section of flexible mate 

rial 6 in any suitable manner, the rear end of 
said section 6 being turned upwardly, as in 
dicated by 7, and is located and held in any 
suitable manner between the lining and the stiffening 3. 

It may be understood that where athletes 
are practicing in a gymnasium, or the like, 
they jump or alight upon the floor in such a 
manner as that their entire weight comes upon 
their heels, the effects of which often result 
seriously. This difficulty is entirely over 
come by a slipper constructed in accordance 
with the foregoing description, as the flexible 
elastic pads in the heels of the slippers reduce 
to a minimum the sudden jar given to a per 
son's body as a result of alighting upon the 
heels. 
My improved shoe or slipper is particularly 

adapted for use in gymnasiums and places 
having hard floors, though it may be advan 
tageously used by all classes of athletes. 
A shoe or slipper of my improved construc 

tion possesses superior advantages in point of 
simplicity, durability, and general efficiency. 
I claim 
The improved shoe or slipper for athletes, 

having the stiffening-piece 3 located inside 
the heel portion of the vamp 1, an inner sole 
or lining 4 located directly upon the sole 2 
and having the rearward extension which pro 
jects upward within the heel portion of the 
vamp and is connected thereto at a point near 
the upper edge of the counter, a body 5 of 
compressible elastic material wedge-shaped 
and located within the heel between said lin 
ing 4 and said sole 2, and a section 6 of flexi 
ble material secured beneath said body 5 and 

55 

having a rear vertical extension 7 formed in 
tegral with said section 6 and extending up 
Ward between said stiffening-piece 3 and said 
inner lining and secured thereto at a point 
adjacent the upper edge of the latter, 'sub 
stantially as herein specified. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM SCHNEIDER. 

Witnesses: 
MAUD GRIFFIN, 
JOHN C. HIGDON, 


