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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

G

JP 2015-504770 A 2015.2.16

International application No,
PCT/US2013/023912

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
AGIN 1/05(2006.01) A6IN 1/372(2006.01)

B. FIELDS SEARCHED

According to International Patent Classification {IPC) or to both national classification and [PC

Minimum decumentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation ie the exient that such documents are included in the felds searched

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
DWI and EPODOC and A61N 1/- and spinal and electrode and array and urge and mount and similar terms,

C. DOCUUMENTS CONSIDERED TQ BE RELEVANT

Category*

Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to
claim No.

Documents are listed in the continuation of Box C

Further doguments are listed in the continuation of Box C

See patent family annex

* Special cutegories of cited documents:
document defining the general stale of the art which is not
considered io be of particular relevance

earlier application or patent but published on or after the
international filing date

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or

which s ¢ited to establish the publication date of another

citation or other special reason (as specified}

document referring to an oml disclosure, use, exhibition

or other means

document published pior to the international filing date
but later dan the priority date claimed

vpm

nyn

nyn

ugn

later document published after the internationsl filing date or priority date and not in
conflict with the applicafion but cited to ymderstand the principle or theory
underlying the invention

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered novel
or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is taken
along

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered to
involve an inventive step when the document is combined with ong or more other:
sich documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art

document member of the same patent family

Date of the acinal completion of the international search Date of mailing of the intemational search report
4 June 2013 04 June 2013

Name and mailing address of the ISA/JAU Authorised officer

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE David Melhuish

PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALTA AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE

Email address: peuf@ipanstralia.gov.an {ISO 9001 Quality Certified Service)

Facsimile No.: +61 2 6283 7999 Telephons No, 0262832426

Form PCT/ISA/210 (fifth sheet) (July 2009)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT Intemnational application No.
C (Contimuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT PCT/US2013/023912
Category* | Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the elevant passapes Relevant to claim Mo.

US 6319241 B1 (KING et al.) 20 November 2001

A figures 2 and 3, column 5 ling 62 to column 6 line 55 1
US 2002/0111660 Al (ERRICO et al.y 15 August 2002
A whole document 1
US 8295945 B1 (THACKER et al.) 23 October 2012
PA whole document 1
US 2005/0131506 Al (REZAI et al.) 16 June 2005
A whole docnment 1
U8 6175769 B1 (ERRICO et al.) 16 January 2001
A whole document 1
W0 2012/065125 Al (UNTVERSITY OF IOW A RESEARCH FOUNDATION et al.)
18 May 2012
PA whole docnment 1
W0 19095/032677 Al (SOFAMOR, SNC.) 07 December 1995
X figure 1, page 6 lines 20 to 25 28
IS 6549810 B1 (LEONARD et al.) 15 April 2003
A whole document 30 and 31

Form PCT/ISA/210 (fifth sheet) (July 2009)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/US2013/023912

Box No.II Ohbservations where cerfain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following
TEasons:

1, |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to paris of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. [ clams Nos:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and thind sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box No. Il  Ohservations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This Intemational Searching Aunthority found muliiple inventions in this inlemational applicaiion, as follows:

Sce Supplemental Box for Details

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this infernational search report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Awthority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

] & O

4 |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remarlz on Protest El The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:' No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/SA/210 (third shect) (July 2009}
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Supplemental Box

Continuation of’ Box III

This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does
not relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the
claims into distinet groups:

¢ Claims 1 to 27 and 32 to 42 are directed to a device for stimulating the spinal cord comprising a support
structure that is secured to an anatomical structure outside the spinal cord and which urges an electrode
array towards the spinal cord. The feature of the support structure is specific to this group of claims.

* Claims 28 and 29 are directed to a strap for bridging lamina of a vertebra. The feature of the strap is
specific to this group of claims.

s Claims 30 and 31 are directed to an apparatus for installing an implantable device according to claims 11
to 27 comprising a retractable measuring rod. The feature of the measuring rod is specific to this group of
claims,

PCT Rule 13 2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical
relationship among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special
technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, defines a special technical feature as a feature which
makes a contribution over the prior art.

When there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention.

In the above groups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the
prior art but are not commeon to all the claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical
relationship. Therefore there is no special technical feature commeon to all the claimed inventions and the
requirements for unity of invention are consequently not satisfied a priovi.
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