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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that we, FRANK G. MITCHELL, 

of Kansas City, Jackson county, Missouri, 
and WILLIAM J. SAUNDERs, of Tyler, Smith 
county, Texas, have invented an Improved 
Shirt-Collar Fastening, of which the following is a specification: 
The object of our invention is to furnish a 

more convenient means of adjusting and se 
curing shirt-collars, and fastening and unfast 
ening ties, scarfs, cravats, &c., and thus avoid 
the extra time, labor, and expense as well as 
inconveniences incurred in the use of the well 
known shirt-collars. 
Our invention relates, therefore, to an im 

proved spring-collar-also shirt-collar-to pos 
sess the constructive features as will now 
more fully appear. 
Of the drawing, Figure 1 is a plan view of 

our elastic clasp or collar. Fig. 2 is a front 
elevation of our elastic collar as applied with 
our improved shirt-collar; Fig. 3 being a per 
spective of our improvements as when applied 
in use; Fig. 4 being a detail or section of the 
stud we use for our collars. 
As indicated in Figs. 1, 3, A is our auxiliary 

collar. It can consist of well-tempered steel, 
of rubber, celluloid, or similar flexible material, 
the object being to have sufficient elasticity or 
spring to act as a clasp, alld so that its open 
ends at a will clasp the button they are fitted 
to engage. The construction of the collar 
A is more clearly shown in Fig. 1. At a it 
has a hole through which a button or stud is 
passed. B, Figs. 3, 4, represents this button 
or stud. Its head b is formed separate from 
the body b, and both can be united by screw 
ing said head on the stem of the body, as in 
dicated in Fig. 4. By this kind of a stud, its 
body b is first passed through the front of the 
spring-collar A, at a, (this hole being small 
keeps the said collar from play.) Finally, the 
head b is screwed on the body b, and thus 
said stud can always be retained in the collar 
A ready for use. The separated ends at a of 
the collar A have elongated open slots a, the 
purpose thereof being to engage the stud or 
button usually at the back of the neck of a 
shirt, and being held so in engagement by 
virtue of the spring-clasp. Further, at a 

both opposite ends of the spring-collar have a 
punched slit, so as to form clips, (see Figs. 1, 
3,) and by means whereof the loose ends of our 
shirt-collar can be secured to said spring-col. 
lar. The spring clasp or collar A thus formed 
is applied next to the neck, on the inside of 
the shirt-collar used. In case this be any of 
the ordinary shirt-collars, this requires no al 
teration or change to be used with our clasp. 
Thus it will be noticed that the spring-clasp 
is reversible-that is, its front part containing 
the studB can be positioned back of the neck, 
and the open ends at a made to clasp a stud, 
a, front, or vice versa. Our elastic collar is 
to be so reversed that its open ends shall clasp 
the button in front when used with any of the 
well-known collars made. Our spring-collar, 
however, is used the contrary Way when ap 
plied and used in connection with a shirt-col 
lar of our own make, as follows: C, Figs. 2 
and 3, represents our shirt-collar, and can be 
also of cloth, linen, or paper. Instead of be 
ing open in front (as is customary in the man 
ufacture of collars) our collar C in front we 
leave united as a whole, (see Figs, 2 and 3. 
Further, instead of being closed behind, as is 
customary, ours we form to have all open back, 
or present separated ends c. c. (See Figs. 2 and 
3). The collar C when used is, therefore, to 
be closed behind the neck, not in front. It is 
for such collars C (which, of course, can be of 
any pattern to suit) that our spring-collar is 
more especially adapted to form part. Hence, 
as shown in Fig. 3, we provide a similar open 
ing, c', in front, for stud B to pass through, 
and in such separated ends c. c of the collar 
C are made slits c, (see Fig. 2,) through which 
the clips at of the spring-collar engage to unite 
the ends of both collars. The collar C and 
spring-collar A thus united are shown in Fig. 
3. 
To apply this combination of clasp and col 

lar to the neck of the shirt, it is but necessary 
to pass the stud B in front through the usual 
buttonhole in front. This done, the open backs 
of both collars (owing to the clasp) will spring 
together, so as to clasp the button usually in 
the back of the neck of the shirt. 
In case our spring-collar is made of steel it 

should be covered with cloth, felt, silver, or 
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suitably plated. Otherwise the spring-collar 
in nowise interferes with the neck or its move. 
ments, prevents chafing, keeps same cool, and 
likewise adds shape and reliability of fasten 
ing to the collar. It also keeps the outside 
collar clean, and otherwise possesses advan 
tages readily opparent. The spring-clasp is 
also adapted for cuffs, &c. - 
What we claim is 
1. A spring collar or clasp, A, having closed 

front and open back, and provided with open 
slots a, and clips a, substantially as and for 
the purpose set forth. 

2. A shirt-collar, C, having closed front and 
open back, and provided with slits c, as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

3. A spring collar or clasp, A, having closed 
front and open back, and provided with open 
slots a, clips a, in combination with a collar, 
C, having closed front and open back and slits 
c", and the stud B, all constructed as and for 
the purpose set forth. 

In testimony of said invention we have 
hereunto set our hands. 

FRANK. G. MITCHELL, 
WILLIAM J. SAUNDERS. 

Witnesses: 
WILLIAM W. HERTHEL, 
CHAS. F. MEISNER. 

  


