T. A. CLARK & H. 0. MASCROFT.
FRUIT JAR. COVER.. '

No. 107,003, ’ Patented Sept. 6, 1870,

il asces




United

atent Office.

THOMAS A. CLARK AND HENRY C. MASCROFT, OF WORCESTER, MASSA-
A CHUSETTS.

Letters Patent No, 107,003, dated September 6, 1870,

FRUIT-JAR COVER.

- The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may eoncern: . v
Be it known ‘that we, THoMAs A. OLaRK and
HEeNRY O. MASCROFT, both of the city and ecounty

of Worcester and State of Massachusetts, have in- |

vented eerfain new and useful Improvements in ¥ruit-
Jar Covers; and we do hereby declare the following
to be a full, elear, aud exact description of tlhe same,
reference- being had to the accompanying drawing
which forms a parg of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of onv im-
proved fruit-jar cover, and

Irigure 2 represents a central vertieal seetion of
the same.

To enable those skilled in the art to which our in-

vention belongs to make and use the same, we
will proceed to deseribe it more in detail.

The nature of our invention consists in the combi- -

nation, with the cover of a fruit-jar, of an air-valve,
spring, aud eylinder for inclosing and supporting the
saine, arranged substantially as hereinafter deseribed,

In the draving— o '

The part marked A indicates the jar:

B she cover; and

G, the rubber packing-ring.

The cover B is, in this instance, made to screw on
to the top of the jar A, but it may be secnred to the
Jar im any otler well-known manner if preferred.

In the top of the cover B is formed a small bole, a,
“und above said hole is arranged a metallic eylinder, D,
in the top of which is formed a similar hole, b.

- A valve, I, of rubber or other suitable material, is
arranged in the lower part of the cylinder D, which
covers the hole ¢ in the cover B, upon which it is
pressed firnilly down by a coil-wire spring, ¥, whieli
latter is arranged within the cylinder 1D above the
valve B, as fully showi in the drawing. .

Instead of o coiled ‘wire spring, F, a spring of any
other material, or even a weight, may he used for
holding down the valve E.

Tts operation’is as follows:

The jar being filled with fruit, the cover is placed
on and screwed down upon the packing-ring G, or
otherwise fastened to the top of the jar. The jar is

shown and described.

then beated, and the expansion- of its contents
forees the air out through the hole @, the valve B
readily rising to permit its passage,

“When the air has thus all been forced out, the jar
is-allowed ‘to cool. ..The valve B is drawn closely
down over the hole @ as the contents of the jar con-
tract, so that no aiean re-enter the jar, and a vacu-
um isthus formed whichismuch more perfect than can
be obtained with the jar-cover in ordivary use.. .Con-
sequently, the fruit is preserved in a much better con--
dition, while, at the same time, the operation of can-
ning is simplified and rendered less Iaborious and ob-
Jjectionable, as will be tully understood -and appreci-
ated by those skilled in the art to which our inven-
tion belongs. : .

The deyices herein shown and deseribed present an
exceedingly convenient and cheap arrangement for
accomplishing the results above named. They eecu-
py but little space upon the cover, and it is not neces-
sary to fasten the valve or spring to the cover, as
they are both contained within the cylinder'D, which -
fits aronnd the valve so as to steady it and insure its
position above the opening in the cover, while it, in
liké manner, supports and holds in.place the spring or
weight by wlich the valve is pressed down, so that,
by simply fastening the cylinder to the cover, both the
valve and spring are at once held in position above
the opening which they are the means of closing.

Weare aware that heretofore a valve has been
Lield by spring pressure over an opening in the cover,
and this we do not claim ; bug N :

Having described our improvements-in fruit-jar
cover, '

What we claim therein as new and of our inven-
tion, and desire to secure by Letters. Patent, is—

A fruit-jar cover provided with the valve B, spring
F, and eylinder D, arranged for operation as herein
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