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To all whom it may concern.: :
Be it known that I, Trosras J. HARTMAN,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident

‘of the city of Chicago, county of Cook, and

State of Tllinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Football Hel-
mets, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. B e ,
My invention relates to new and ‘useful
improvements in football helmets, and more
particularly to helmets of the type having
sections of armoi yieldably connected to-
gether to permit various adjustments there-
of by spacing said sections with respect to
each other, and has for its object the pro-
vision of protective means for spanning the
interstices between said sections without
interfering with the adjustability of the
sections. : '
Other objects will appear hereinafter.
The invention consists in the combinations
and arrangements of parts hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed. :
The invention will be best understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this specification, and in
which,
Fig. 1, is a side elevation of the invention,
Fig. 2, is a section on line 2—2, Fig. 1, and
" Fig. 3, is a section on line 3—3, Fig. 1.
As illustrated in the drawings only one
side of the hLelmet is shown, and only one
side thereof will be specifically referred to,
but, of course, it will be understood that
both sides of the helmet are substantially
identical. The helmet preferably comprises
a crown piece 10 provided with a rear shield
11, which includes ear flaps 12 preferably
formed integral therewith, such shield 11
being secured to the crown piece 10 by straps
13, or by any other suitable means. The
outer face of the shield 11 consists of heavy
loather or other suitable material, and se-
cured to the inner face thereof is a layer 15
of padding, such padding being preferably
secured to the outer face 14 of the shield by
stitching which extends along the edges of
the shield 11 and the ear flaps 12, as shown,
such stitching being interrupted on the for-
ward portion of each of the ear-flaps 12 at
a point spaced from the upper end of the
shield 11, as shown at 16 thereby forming a
pocket or passageway 17 between the pad-
ding 15 and the outer face 14 of the shield.
Secured to the crown piece 10, preferably
intermediate its ends, by means of a strap
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18 is a front shield 19, the free ends of which

are preferably disposed adjacent the pockets
17 formed in the shield 11, as shown. The
shield 19 also comprises a heavy outer layer
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90 of leather or other material, and an inner

layer 21 of padding, there preferably being
a lining 22 disposed over the padding 21, as
shown. The ends of the shield 19 are pref-
erably connected to the ear flaps 12 by
means of elastic strips 23, the end 24 of each
strip being preferably held between the
outer and inner layers of the shield 19 by
the stitching which secures said layers to-
gether, and the end 25 of the strip 28 prefer-
ably extends into the pocket or passageway
17, and is secured by a transverse line of
stitching 26, as shown.

TFrom the foregoing it will be seen that
the size of the helmet may be varied as de-
sired by moving the ends of the shield 19
away from the ear flaps 12. A helmet such
as described has a very serious defect in
that when the adjacent ends of the shield
are separated to permit adjustment of the
armored sections of the helmet to larger
sizes, a space is left between the ends of the
sections, which is entirely unprotected and
as this space is of necessity situated in the
vicinity of the temple of the wearer it
becomes important to afford protection to
such portion without interfering with the
adjustability of the helmet. = This I have
accomplished by providing a. member 27,
preferably in the form of a tongue and of
heavy material, which is adapted to =pan
the interstice betieen the ear flap 12 and the
shield 19,-so as to provide protection to the
wearer at this point. As illustrated. the

tongtue 27 preferably has one end secured be-

tween the inner and outer layers 21 and %0
by means of stitching 28, as shown in ¥ ig. 2,
and the opposite end of the tongue 27 pro-
jects into the pocket 17, and is slidably held
therein. When used in connection with the
elastic strip 23, the tongue 27 is disposed on
the outer side of said elastic strip. By this
arrangement it is evident that when the
shield 19 is spaced from the ear flap 12 in
order to permit adjustment of the helmet to
larger sizes, ample protection is afforded
the wearer by the tongue 27 which provides
a heavy piece of material which extends
across the space between the shield and the
ear flap, such tongue in no way interfering
with the adjustability of the helmet.
While 1 have illustrated and described the
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preferred form of construction for carrying
my invention into effect, this is capable of
variation and modification without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention. I,
therefore, do not wish to be limited to the
precise details of construction set forth, but
desire to avail myself of such vaviations
and modifications as come within the scope
of the appended claims. ’
Having described my invention, whas
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
s Patent is: ,
1. A football helmet comprising armored
sections adjustably cohnected together, each

~of which consists of an inner layer of pad-

ding and an outer layer of armor; and a
tongue of armor material secured between
the layers of one of said sections, said
tongue slidably projecting between the layers
of the other of said sections and effectively
covering -the intergtices between said sec-

tions, the stitching for holding said layers
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together being interrupted to form a pas-
sageway for said tongue.

2. A football helmet comprising armored
sections adjustably connected together, each
of which consists of an inner layer of pad-
ding and an outer layer of armor; a tongue
of armor material secured between the layers
of one of said sections, said tongue slidably
projecting between the layers of the other
of said sections and effectively covering the
interstices between said sections, the stitch-
ing -for holding said layers together being
interrupted to form a passageway for said
tongue; and an elastic strip secured on the

inner side of said tongue having one end se-

cured between the layers of said first men-
tioned section, and having its opposite end
extending through said passageway -and be-
ing secured by another line of stitching.
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification. '

THOMAS J. HARTMAN.
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