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UNITED 

2,510,643 
STATES PATENT OFFICE 

2,510,643 
PLASTC SUTCASE SECTIONS HAVING EM 
BEDOED - HINGE AND MEETING ... EDGE 
GASKET 

Adrian L. Long, Spokane, Wash. 
Application February 1, 1946, Serial No. 644,855 

(C. 190-28) 1. Claim. 

This invention relates to a plastic Suit case, it 
being understood that while it is shown and 
described as a suit case it may be of any dimen 
Sions desired and used for carrying articles other 
than clothing. 
An object of the invention is to provide a suit 

case having sections hinged to each other for 
opening and closing movement and provided 
along meeting edges of their walls with a packed 
joint to prevent gaps between the sections when 
closed, and the sections having bottom walls 
formed with upwardly offset portions carrying 
hinges for connecting the sections, the offset 
portions forming a recess along the bottom of 
the suit case when closed and permitting it to 
be set upon the floor without the hinges becom 
ing bent by contact with the floor. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a suitcase which is of simple construction and 
may be manufactured at Small cost. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing drawings wherein: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 

suit case. 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken transversely 

through the suitcase along line 2-2 of Figure 1. 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view upon an enlarged 

scale taken transversely through the bottom of 
the Suit case. 

This suit case is formed of plastic which is of 
light weight and of such nature that it is strong 
and not liable to crack or become broken if the 
suit case is dropped or otherwise roughly handled. 
The two sections f and 2 forming the Suit case 

are of equal length and width but the section 2 
is of less depth than section f as section forms 
the body of the suit case and Section 2 forms a 
cover or closure for the same. It will be under 
stood that the section 2 may be of the same depth 
as section if so desired. Each section is 
moulded as a single unit and has a side wall 3, 
end walls 4, and top and bottom walls 5 and 6. 
Outstanding ribs 7 extend along the side walls 
with their end portions extending partially 
across the end walls 4 and serve very effectively 
to reinforce the walls and prevent cracking along 
edges between the side walls and the end Walls. 
In order to connect the two sections and 2 

and allow opening and closing movement there 
has been provided hinges 8 which have their 
leaves 9 embedded in adjoining edge portions of 
the lower walls 6. The ears or sleeves O of the 
hinges project downwardly and edges of the 
bottom walls are spaced from the hinge ears SO 
that the section 2 may be swung to the opened 
position without interference by the hinged ears. 
Attention is called to the fact that the portions 
12 of the bottom walls are upwardly offset and 
inwardly thickened so that ample material Will 
be provided to receive the hinge leaves and also 
provide the suit case with a recess 3 along its 
bottom and prevent contact of the hinge ears or 
sleeves with a floor or other surface when the 
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Suit case is set thereon. Therefore the sleeves 
of the hinges will not be bent and the portions 
of the botton walls in which the hinges are em 
bedded will not be subjected to blows which 
Would be liable to crack them and cause the 
hinges to be broken loose. - 

In Wardly extending ribs f4 which are arcuate 
in CrOSS Section are formed along meeting edges 
of the Walls of the two Sections and 2 and pro 
wide channels to receive a strip of packing 5. 
his packing strip or gasket is Secured in one 

channel by glue so that it will be firmly held in 
place and is of Such diameter that it projects 
from the channel a sufficient distance to fill the 
other channel when the Suit case is closed. A 
tight joint will thus be formed between the closed 
Sections of the Suit case. Locks 6 of a conven 
tional formation are provided to hold the sec 
tions and 2 closed and in order that the suit case 
may be conveniently carried there has been pro 
vided the usual handle 7 carried by section . 
Having thus described the invention, what is 

claimed is: 
A Suit case comprising companion side sec 

tions, each side section being formed of plastic 
and being open at itS inner Side and having an 
Outer Side wall and end walls and top and botton 
Walls integral with the side wall and each other, 
the bottom walls of Said Sections having up 
Wardly offset portions of less width than the re 
maining portions of the botton Walls and extend 
ing their full length and disposed in abutting 
edge to edge engagement with each other When 
the Suit case is closed, hinges extending trans 
verSeiy of the botton walls and embedded in the 
offset portions thereof and hingedly connecting 
Said Sections for movement to opened and closed 
positions, abutting marginal portions of said top, 
botton, and end walls of each section being in 
Wardly thickened and formed With registering 
channels, and a packing mounted in the channel 
Of One Section and fitting into the channel of the 
other section to form a tight joint when the sec 
tions are in closed position. 
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