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(57) Abstract: Methods and apparatus for placing a processing unit into one or
more of a plurality of operational modes are disclosed wherein: the apparatus in-
cludes a local memory, a bus operable to carry information to and from the local
memory, one or more arithmetic processing units operable to process data and op-
eratively coupled to the local memory, and a security circuit operable to place the
apparatus into the operational modes; and the plurality of operational modes in-
cludes a first mode whereby the apparatus and an external device may initiate a
transfer of information into or out of the memory over the bus, a second mode
whereby neither the apparatus nor the external device may initiate a transfer of in-
formation into or out of the memory over the bus, and a third mode whereby the
apparatus may initiate a transfer of information into or out of the memory over the
bus, but the external device may not initiate a transfer of information into or out of
the memory over the bus.
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