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logical experiments, such as ELISA assays, with minimal cross-talk between primary and secondary antibodies.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 41-44

Claims 41 to 43 relate to microfluidic devices suitable to perform a
certain number of immunoassays in a given amount of time and claim 44
relate to a method of controlling specific microfluidic devices. No
technical features could be identified in these claims which would give
a hint as to how these results should be achieved. Thus present claims
41-44 relate to an apparatus or method respectively which is defined
only by a given desired property or effect, these claims are therefore
unclear (Articl 6 PCT). This non-compliance with the substantive
provisions is to such an extent, that no meaningful search for these
claims was possible.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideiine C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21Q

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-18, 30-40, 45 (part.)

A microchip with a matrix of channels with microreactors and
valves to switch fluid communications of columns and rows
and a plurality of dedicated flushing channels addressable
to switch between flushing columns and rows, solving the
problem to flush reaction chambers independent of reagent
delivery.

2. claims: Claims 19-29, 45 (part.)

A microfluidic chip comprising a plurality of reaction
chambers configured to reduce crosstalk, the chambers having
a volume of less than 5 n1 per chamber and wherein
immunoassay sensitivity and dynamic range have specific
minimum values, solving the problem of further reducing
antibody crosstalk.
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