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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES WEATHERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at In-
dianapolis, in the ecounty of Marion and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Sash-Locks; and Ido
hereby declare the following tobeafull, clear,
and exact description of theinvention, such

. as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
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it appertains to make and use the same.
This invention-relates to improvements in

locks for window-sash.

The object of the invention is to provide
means whereby the sash can be held at any
height without counterbalancing - weights
and to provide means whereby the sash will
be automatically locked as soon as it is re-
leased by the operator.

The object also is to provide a simple and
inexpensive device which can be sold cheap,
which will be easy to-apply, and will not get
out of order.

The object also is to provide a locklnw de-
vice which will not wear nor mar ‘the sash
and which can be set to regulate the fric-
tional contact of the lock with the sash.

I accomplish the objects of the invention
by the mechanism illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a win-

dow equipped with my improvement; Fig. 2,.

a detailin vertical section on the line 2 2 of
Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a detail of the outside of the
window, showing the application of my im-
proved lock to the top sash; and Fig. 4is a

detail of Fig. 1, showing the meeting-rails of-

the sash in cross-section and showing the
lower sash locked. ‘

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts throughout the several VILWS of the
drawings.

Ais the window-frame, B the inside cas-
ing,;and Cthe lower and C' the upper sash, all

of which may be of any well-known and nsual

construction.

Disthe parting-strip, which holds the lower
sash in place on one side. A portion of the
strip is cut away midway of its length and in
the space thus vacated the wedge-clamp Eis
secured. This wedge-clampis approximately
the same size in cross-section as the strip
which it displaces, whereby it will present to

the eye the appearance of a continuation of
the parting-strip. The wedge-clamp will be
provided with the slot e, extendmv diago-
nally of its length, whereby that par'b of the
clamp which. he% between the slot and the
window-sash will taper downwardly like a
wedge and the other section of the clamp will
taper upwardly like a wedge. The wedge-
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clamp is secured to the window- frame by .

means ol the two screws ¢', which are inserted

through the slote and thence are screwed into
the frame. The screws are small enough in
diameter to allow the clamp to slide up and
down freely thereon.

E’ is a projected portion at nwht angles to
the wedge-clamp and is for the purpose of
forming a finger-hold for sliding the clamp
up out of contact with the sash. The weight
of the wedge-clamp, which will be made out
of metal, preferably of cast-iron, will force
it down, and consequently over against the
window-sash. Toincrease thisaction,aspring
S will be interposed between the clamp E and
the end of the parting-strip above it. This
will preferably be a coiled spring and will be
held from displacement by the pin T, which
enters a longitudinal opening in the parting-
strip. The opening will be long enough to
allow the pin to push up into the strip when
the clamp E is raised.

‘When the sash israised in opening the win-
dow, the friction between the sash and the
clamp E will be sufficient to cause the clamp
to move up with the sash; but this upward
movement immediately begins to carry the
clamp out and- away from the sash, which
liberates the latter and permits it to move
freely; but the weight of the wedge-clamp,

together with the spring above it, presses the

»clamp constantly down and the screws in the

diagonal slot force the clamp over against

»the' sash, so when the sash is liberated, either
-purposely or accidentally, and starts down

by the action of gravity the wedge will be
drawn-down to clamp and arrest the sash.
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The amount of friction between the clamp °

and the sash can be regulated whereby the
sash will barely be supported from slipping
down Dby its weight, and so the pressure by
the operator, though slight, will suffice to
lower the sash. - This adjustment is secured
by means of the lower section D’ of the part-
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ing-strip, which has the longitudinal slots d,
through which the serews d’ for fastening the
strip to the frame are projected and which
enable the strip D’ to be moved longitudi-
nally and form a stop for the wedge-clamp E.
The downward movement of the wedge-clamp
will be regulated by the position of the sec-
tion D', and the adjustment of the strip can
be such that the wedge-clamp will be ar-
rested when the friction against the sash is
just sufficient to keep the latter from falling.

The top sash is not often lowered, and in
many cases it will not be thought necessary
to provide means for lowering it; but incase
it is desired to equip the upper sash with my
improvement the middle parting-strip can be
cut away and the wedge-clamp applied in a
manner to lock the top sash the same as the
lower one; but owing to the limited space be-
tween the twosashes it will probably be pref-
erable to place the wedge-clamp on the out-
side by cutting away the outside parting-
strip in the manner as described for the in-
side sash and by placing the wedge-clamp in
reverse position, or upside down, as shown
in Figs. 3 and 4.

G, Fig. 4, is a hook pivotally secured to
the front parting-strip on the side of the win-
dow opposite to the wedge-clamp. Its pur-
pose is to hook over the top of the lowersash
and lock it against upward movewment. It

can be swung down into the position shown
in dotted lines.
&', Fig. 3,is a pivoted finger-bar which
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can Dbe swung up into position under the
wedge-clamp to hold the latter upout of con-
tact with the sash to permit of the untram-
meled movement of the latter by hand. -

In the equipment of a window both of the
sashes can be provided with wedge-clamps
on one or both sides of the said sashes.

The clamps, besides locking the sash atany
height, also hold them against rattling by the
action of the wind, &e.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T claim as new, and wish to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

The combination, with the sash and frame
of a window, of a parting-strip cut away as
described and the lower section of the strip
being secured whereby it can be longitudi-
nally adjusted, and a wedge-clamp secured
in the space where the parting-strip has been
cut away, said wedge-clamp being consider-
ably longer than wide and being approxi-
mately the same shape and size in cross-sec-
tion as the parting-strip and said clamp hav-
ing a diagonal slot as shown, and serews work-
ing through the slot in the clamp and fasten-
ing the clamp to the window-frame, all sub-
stantially as described and for the purposes
specified.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES WEATIIERS.

Witnesses:

JOSEPH A. MINTURN,
FRANK W. WOERNER.
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