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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS H. STOKES, of
Lineoln, in the county of Logan and State of
HMlinois, have invented a new and Improved
Mail-Stamp, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to an improvement in
stamps, especially those used for cancellation
of mail; and it consists of certain construc-
tions which will be hereinafter deseribed and
claimed. '

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1is a side elevation of myinvention.
Fig. 2 is an elevation taken at right angles to
that of I'ig. 1. Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view
of Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional
elevation. Fig. 51is a top plan view of the
under or swinging block carrying the type,
taken on the line 5 5 of Fig. 1. Fig. 61s a
bottom plan view of the stamp with the un-
der or type-carrying block swung at ri ght an-
gles to the upper or base block. Tig. 7 isan
elevation showing a modified form of con-
struction in which a single stamp is used, and
TFig. 8 is a bottom plan view of the same.

My stamp comprises the usual handle A,
which is to be grasped by the hand. To the
lower end of this handle is attached a base-
block B, and pivoted to the block B is the
stamp or type holding block C. These two
blocks are pivoted to each other by a pivot b,
located at one end of the blocks and perpen-
dicular to their contact-surfaces. This pet-
mits the lower or type-holding block to swing
to one side into the position shown in Fig. 6,
so that the type f’, which are inserted in slots

40 f therein, may be readily replaced.
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As shown in Figs. 1 to 6, inclusive, this
stamp is constructed as a double stamp—that
is, one portion C, which contains the remov-
able type and which prints the name of the
office with the date and similar matter, and
the other portion H, designed for cancella-
tion of the stamp upon the envelop. These
two parts are held in their normal position
by means of a spring-catch D, which consists
of a lever pivoted at e to one end of the base-
block B and lying within grooves or slots in

the ends of both the base-block and stamp-
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block. The lower end of the cateh D is pref-

erably made as shown in Fig. 2—that is, with
an enlarged rounded end—and the slot in the
stamp-block Cis formed 80 as to make a close
fit for the same. In consequence of this con-
struction the two parts will be firmly locked
together. The upper end d of the catch D is
rounded, forming a convenient surface for
manipulation when it is desired to release the
cateh from the stamp-bloek C. ]

The stamp, as shown in Figs. 7 and 8, is
constructed exactly like that described, ex-
cepting that the stamp-canceling portion H
of the device is omitted. The pivot b, which
connects the two parts, passes through lugs
I, attached toeach of the blocks. The catch
D in both forms of construction is held in
locked position by means of the spring E,

‘which is bent into the form shown in Fig. 4.

The upper portion of this spring is doubled
upon itself, so that one arm lies close along-
side of the stem of the base-block B. The
upper end is inserted beneath the ferrule a,
which'surrounds the lower end of the handle
A and the stem of the base-block. It is thus

‘held in place, so that it cannot be readily re-

moved. The other member of the spring E
is curved, so as to locate its extremity below
a shoulder or in a notch in the body of the
cateh D,

Byreason of the mannerin which the stamp-
block is pivoted it may be swung to one side,
so that the removable type may be readily re-
moved and replaced in said block. When
swung into operative position, it is alsofirmly
locked to the base-block and is rigid there-
with, _

Although I have herein described my de-
vice as a mail-stamp, it is evident that it may
be used as a stamp for any purpose and use
any kind of letters commonly used for such
purpose. The form shown in Fig. 7 would be

used when a small single stamp is wanted.:

The outline of the stamp may also be changed
at will.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— .

1. A mail-stamp, comprising a base, and a
stamp-holding block, the two being joined by
an eccentrically -located pivof, the axis of
which intersects the contact plane of the base
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and block substantially at right angles, the
stamp - holding block being provided with
means for securing removable stamps therein.

2. A stamp, comprising base and stamp-
holding blocks joined by a pivot which is per-
pendicular to their contact-faces, the stamp-
holding block having recesses extending
through the same and adapted to hold remov-
able stamps or letters, and a spring-catch
mounted upon one of the blocks and engag-
ing the other, to hold the two together, sub-
stantially as described. '

3. A stamp, comprising base and stamp-
holding blocks, the former having a handle

attached thereto and the latter having re-
cesses extending through the same and adapt-
ed to hold removable stamps or letters, a pivot
joining the two blocks and perpendicular to
their contact-faces, said blocks having reg-
istrable notches in their edges, and a spring-
pressed bar pivoted on one block and adapted
to enter said notches, substantially as- de-
seribed. :

THOMAS H. STOKES.

Witnesses:
C. EVERETT SMITH,
FREDERIC M. HHOBLIT.
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