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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SECURE
DETOKENIZATION

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This non-provisional application is a continuation of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 16/245,813 filed Jan. 11, 2019,
which is hereby incorporated by reference for all purposes,
as if presented herein in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to data transac-
tion security, and more specifically to a system and method
for secure detokenization of tokenized data.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Converting secure data into an encrypted form to protect
the secure data from misuse is known. For example, U.S.
Pat. No. 7,451,481, commonly owned and assigned with the
pending application, discloses a database system and
method for encryption and protection of confidential infor-
mation, and is hereby incorporated by reference for all
purposes as if set forth herein in its entirety. However, access
to the encrypted information in U.S. Pat. No. 7,451,481 by
a secure system over a public network is prevented, to
ensure data security.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A system for accessing protected data is disclosed that
includes a token retriever system operating on a processor
and configured to receive a token from a user and to transmit
a request including the token to a detokenization system
over a data communications medium. The detokenization
system is configured to receive the token, to verify that the
request has been received from an authorized source, and to
transmit a response to the request that includes an account
number and its expiration date associated with the token.
The token retriever system is also configured to receive the
account number and to display the account number for a
predetermined period of time.

Other systems, methods, features, and advantages of the
present disclosure will be or become apparent to one with
skill in the art upon examination of the following drawings
and detailed description. It is intended that all such addi-
tional systems, methods, features, and advantages be
included within this description, be within the scope of the
present disclosure, and be protected by the accompanying
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

Aspects of the disclosure can be better understood with
reference to the following drawings. The components in the
drawings may be to scale, but emphasis is placed upon
clearly illustrating the principles of the present disclosure.
Moreover, in the drawings, like reference numerals desig-
nate corresponding parts throughout the several views, and
in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a system for providing secure
detokenization, in accordance with an example embodiment
of the present disclosure; and
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FIG. 2 is a flow chart of an algorithm for providing secure
detokenization, in accordance with an example embodiment
of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

In the description that follows, like parts are marked
throughout the specification and drawings with the same
reference numerals. The drawing figures may be to scale and
certain components can be shown in generalized or sche-
matic form and identified by commercial designations in the
interest of clarity and conciseness.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a system 100 for providing secure
detokenization, in accordance with an example embodiment
of the present disclosure. System 100 includes point of sale
system 102, token retriever system 106, data tokenization
system 118 and detokenization system 104, which further
includes limit system 112, security access system 114, token
validation system 116 and terminal management system
122, each of which can be implemented in hardware or a
suitable combination of hardware and software.

Point of sale system 102 can be a credit card reader or
other suitable device that includes a processor, one or more
memory devices, input/output devices and other components
that allow algorithms to be stored in the one or more
memory devices and used by the processor to access the
input/output devices and to perform algorithmic functions
on data received at an input device, to allow processed data
to be provided to an output device. Point of sale system 102
includes one or more algorithms that are configured to use
a card reader device to read an account number from a credit
card with a magnetic stripe, a near field communication
(NFC) chip or other suitable security devices and to transmit
the account number to a data tokenization system 118 over
a public network, such as network 110, for generation of a
token. In one example embodiment, the token can be used in
place of the account number, such as to eliminate the need
for the account number to be made available at point of sale
system 102. Because point of sale system 102 can include
programmable features and can receive one or more algo-
rithm updates from a remote location to modify the func-
tionality of point of sale system 102, it can be the target of
malignant software code (or “malware”) that can be used by
an unauthorized third party to obtain the account number.
Using processes such as those disclosed in U.S. Pat. No.
7,451,481, the account number can be replaced with
encrypted data that can be used like a token, to represent the
account number for transaction processing. In this manner,
the account number can be protected from access by mal-
ware, but the account number may be required at a point in
the future, such as to resolve a charge dispute. While U.S.
Pat. No. 7,451,481 discloses that a centralized encryption
and data access system can be used to translate between the
encrypted data and the account number, the centralized
system cannot be used to address every situation in which
the original account number is needed.

Token retriever system 106 is a portable specialized data
processing system that is separate and distinct from point of
sale system 102, and can be an Ingenico iWL 252 PIN pad
or other suitable devices that have limited software update
functionality. Token retrieval system 106 includes a proces-
sor, one or more memory devices, input/output devices and
other components that allow algorithms to be stored in the
one or more memory devices and used by the processor to
access the input/output devices and to perform algorithmic
functions on data received at an input device, to allow
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processed data to be provided to an output device for
transmission over a public network such as network 110 to
detokenization system 104. In one example embodiment,
token retriever system 106 can transmit encoded data that
represents a confidential account number (which can be
referred to as a “token”) to detokenization system 104, and
can receive data from detokenization system 104 that rep-
resents the account number, an expiration date and other
suitable data. The data received from detokenization system
104 can be one or more data packet, data frame or other
suitable data structures, can be encrypted and can include
other data security protection. Token retriever system 106
can include one or more algorithms that cause the processor
of token retriever system 106 to receive and decrypt the one
or more data packet or frame to extract the account number,
to perform other suitable security processing on the one or
more data packet or frame, and then to display the account
number associated with the token data for a predetermined
period of time, such as 2 minutes. After the period of time
has elapsed, the account number can be irrevocably deleted,
such as by writing over the data buffer where the account
number is stored with a null data set or in other suitable
manners. Token retriever system 106 can provide greater
security than point of sale system 102, because the ability to
modify the algorithms that operate on token retriever system
106 is more limited than the ability to modify the algorithms
that operate on point of sale system 102 or other similar
systems. In addition, an access device 108 is required to
enable token retriever system 106 to operate, such as a card
with encoded identification data stored in a semiconductor
memory device, a magnetic stripe or other suitable devices.
Access device 108 can be locally authenticated, remotely
authenticated or can use other processes to control access to
token retriever system 106. Token retriever system 106 can
thus be used at different workstations, such as when a bank
payment device is not located close to a workstation where
a charge is being finalized. In this manner, a user can bring
token retriever system 106 to a bank terminal, and eliminates
the need to write down account information in an unsecure
manner, such as on a note pad.

Detokenization system 104 includes a processor, one or
more memory devices, input/output devices and other com-
ponents that allow algorithms to be stored in the one or more
memory devices and used by the processor to access the
input/output devices and to perform algorithmic functions
on data received at an input device, to allow processed data
to be provided to an output device. Detokenization system
104 can receive a request to detokenize a data string from a
token retriever system 106 and can access tokenized data at
a data tokenization system 118 over a secure network such
as network 120. The data string can include unique numbers
that are used to represent credit card account numbers in a
system such as U.S. Pat. No. 7,451,481 or other suitable
systems, which can be protected behind a secure data
network, a firewall system and using other security mea-
sures, to prevent a user on a public data network from
directly accessing the secure data network. For example, a
malicious user on a public data network can send repeated
attempts to access a data processing system that is accessible
over the public network until access is obtained, and placing
data tokenization in systems that cannot be directly accessed
over such public networks improves the security of the
confidential information that is being tokenized. Thus, while
allowing detokenization system 104 to access such data
tokenization systems over a secure network introduces some
risk of unauthorized access to the confidential data, deto-
kenization system 104 is configured to provide additional
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security measures, in addition to firewall protection, access
protection and other conventional forms of data security, as
discussed herein.

Limit system 112 operates on the processor of detokeni-
zation system 104 or other suitable processors, receives data
representing a detokenization request and determines
whether a number of detokenization requests exceeds a
predetermined threshold. In one example embodiment, the
threshold can be implemented as a security measure, and can
be based on a number of detokenization requests that would
normally be expected for a typical establishment that oper-
ates token retriever system 106. In this embodiment, a limit
can be establish in a hosted system as a security measure to
limit an overall detokenization exposure in case of compro-
mise, where the limit can be predetermined and only be
changed remotely with a software download to the associ-
ated token retriever system 106 or in other suitable manners.
Limit system 112 provides additional security by preventing
mass detokenization requests from being submitted by a
malicious actor, and limits the number of detokenization
requests and associated risk of loss, unless additional deto-
kenization requests are requested by an approved operator or
using an approved security protocol. In addition, limit
system 112 can implement one or more security measures if
repeated requests are received from a token retriever system
106 that exceed an allowed number of requests, such as to
notify a predetermined user, to shut down operation of the
token retriever system 106 or to perform other suitable
functions.

Security access system 114 operates on the processor of
detokenization system 104 or other suitable processors,
receives data representing a detokenization request and
determines whether the detokenization request is from a
valid requester. In one example embodiment, a requester can
have an associated access device 108, which can include a
card with a near field communications chip, a magnetic
stripe or other suitable data storage devices, and token
retriever system 106 can read encoded data from the data
storage device that identifies the location of token retriever
system 106, an identifier of the user of access device 108, an
identifier of access device 108 and other suitable data that is
used to identify token retriever system 106, access device
108 and a user. The user data can be evaluated to determine
whether the user is an authorized user for the associated
access device 108 and token retriever system 106, such as by
using a password, biometric data or other suitable data. User
security data processing can also or alternatively be per-
formed locally at token retriever system 106, using a third
party system or in other suitable manners. In addition,
security access system 114 can implement one or more
security measures if repeated requests are received from a
token retriever system 106 that do not have a valid source
identifier, such as to notify a predetermined user, to shut
down operation of the token retriever system 106 or to
perform other suitable functions.

Token validation system 116 operates on the processor of
detokenization system 104 or other suitable processors,
receives data representing a detokenization request and
determines whether the detokenization request is from a
valid requester. In one example embodiment, tokenized data
can include one or more data fields or combinations of data
fields that are used to identify the source of the tokenized
data, such as a set of numeric values in predetermined data
fields, a predetermined sequence of data or other suitable
data. In addition, token validation system 116 can implement
one or more security measures if repeated requests are
received from a token retriever system 106 that do not have
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a valid source identifier, such as to notify a predetermined
user, to shut down operation of the token retriever system
106 or to perform other suitable functions. In one example
embodiment, a token can be required to pass a local token
format check, the token can be verified to determine that it
is a validly issued token of detokenization system 104 and
is not a token from a third party token, can be verified to
ensure that it been issued to a merchant associated with
token retriever system 106 (such as where system 100 issues
tokens as a function of an individual location or preconfig-
ured group of locations, where the same token does not
represent an account number for all merchants but only for
a specific merchant and possibly a specific merchant loca-
tion), the formatting can be checked again at detokenization
system 104, and other suitable processes can also or alter-
natively be used.

Terminal management system 122 operates on the pro-
cessor of detokenization system 104 or other suitable pro-
cessors, and interfaces with token retriever system 106 to
provide software updates, security certificate replacement,
device health evaluation and other suitable functions. In one
example embodiment, terminal management system 122 can
periodically query a token retriever system 106 to verify that
it has not been tampered with, can request data such as a
security certificate, can transmit a new security certificate,
can run device operational tests and can perform other
suitable functions.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of an algorithm 200 for providing
secure detokenization, in accordance with an example
embodiment of the present disclosure. Algorithm 200 can be
implemented in hardware or a suitable combination of
hardware and software, such as by compiling source code
into machine code and then linking the machine code to one
or more processors and associated data link libraries, input/
output devices, data memory devices and so forth. Although
algorithm 200 is shown as a flow chart, it can also or
alternatively be implemented as a state machine, using
object-oriented programming or in other suitable manners.

Algorithm 200 begins at 202, where an access device is
received at a token retriever system. In one example embodi-
ment, the access device can be a card having a magnetic
stripe, an NFC chip or other suitable data storage devices
that are used to identify a specific user, a location associated
with the user and other suitable data. The access device data
can be periodically updated using a hash or other suitable
dynamic data to reduce the risk of misappropriation of the
data of the access device. The algorithm then proceeds to
204.

At 204, it is determined whether a user is authorized. In
one example embodiment, the user data can be checked
against a local or remote database of users, a remote
database of locations where the user is authorized to use a
token retriever system, or other suitable data, and additional
processes can also or alternatively be used, such as password
authentication, biometric authentication, two-step authenti-
cation by transmission of an access code to a device of
record or other suitable processes. If the user is authorized,
the algorithm proceeds to 206, otherwise the algorithm
proceeds to 208 where an error message is displayed, such
as to the user or to an account administrator.

At 206, a token is received. In one example embodiment,
the token can be manually entered into a data entry device,
can be selected from a list of available tokens using a user
interface device or can be selected in other suitable manners.
The algorithm then proceeds to 210.

At 210, it is determined whether the source requesting the
token has been verified. In one example embodiment, a
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source can be verified by an IP address, by using physical
address data stored at the terminal or in other suitable
manners. If the source requesting the token is not verified,
the algorithm proceeds to 208, otherwise the algorithm
proceeds to 214.

At 214, it is determined whether the terminal has been
verified. In one example embodiment, a terminal can be
verified by a terminal identifier, by a software version
identifier or in other suitable manners. In another example
embodiment, a terminal identifier hosted at a detokenization
system or other suitable locations can be required to be
enabled before detokenization is performed, such as by
determining whether a “detokenization allowed” flag has
been set to “on” to enable the functionality of a detokeni-
zation system, or in other suitable manners. If the terminal
is not verified, the algorithm proceeds to 208, otherwise the
algorithm proceeds to 216.

At 216, it is determined whether the user has been
verified. In one example embodiment, a user can be verified
by determining whether the user is associated with the token
retriever system, with an entity that operates the token
retriever system or in other suitable manners. If the user is
not verified, the algorithm proceeds to 208, otherwise the
algorithm proceeds to 218.

At 218, it is determined whether a limit on the number of
detokenization procedures has been reached. In one example
embodiment, each token retriever system can have an asso-
ciated number of detokenization procedures that it is
allowed to perform, such as based on the location of the
token retriever system, the historical number of detokeni-
zation procedures performed with the token retriever system
in a predetermined period of time or in other suitable
manners. If the limit has been reached, the algorithm pro-
ceeds to 208, otherwise the algorithm proceeds to 220.

At 220, it is determined whether the token has been
verified. In one example embodiment, a token can have a
predetermined format, a predetermined relationship between
data values in the token or other suitable structural param-
eters. If the token is not verified, the algorithm proceeds to
208, otherwise the algorithm proceeds to 222.

At 222, the primary account number is transmitted. In one
example embodiment, the token can be transmitted over a
secure data network from a detokenization system to a data
tokenization system that converted the primary account
number into the token, or other suitable processes can be
used. Once the primary account number is received at the
detokenization system it can be compiled into one or more
packets or frames, encrypted and otherwise processed for
transmission to a token retriever system or other suitable
devices. The algorithm then proceeds to 224.

At 224, the primary account number is displayed for a
predetermined period of time T1. In one example embodi-
ment, a token retriever system can have limited predeter-
mined algorithmic functionality that is installed on a pro-
cessor and which causes transmitted data to be received,
decrypted, reconstructed into a data string having predeter-
mined parameters and displayed on a display for a prede-
termined period of time. As part of any display, the data may
be temporarily stored in a buffer, and after the predetermined
time period, the buffer can be purged by storing null data
values or in other suitable manners.

As used herein, the singular forms “a”, “an” and “the” are
intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be further under-
stood that the terms “comprises” and/or “comprising,” when
used in this specification, specify the presence of stated
features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or com-
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ponents, but do not preclude the presence or addition of one
or more other features, integers, steps, operations, elements,
components, and/or groups thereof. As used herein, the term
“and/or” includes any and all combinations of one or more
of the associated listed items. As used herein, phrases such
as “between X and Y” and “between about X and Y™ should
be interpreted to include X and Y. As used herein, phrases
such as “between about X and Y” mean “between about X
and about Y.” As used herein, phrases such as “from about
X to Y” mean “from about X to about Y.”

As used herein, “hardware” can include a combination of
discrete components, an integrated circuit, an application-
specific integrated circuit, a field programmable gate array,
or other suitable hardware. As used herein, “software” can
include one or more objects, agents, threads, lines of code,
subroutines, separate software applications, two or more
lines of code or other suitable software structures operating
in two or more software applications, on one or more
processors (where a processor includes one or more micro-
computers or other suitable data processing units, memory
devices, input-output devices, displays, data input devices
such as a keyboard or a mouse, peripherals such as printers
and speakers, associated drivers, control cards, power
sources, network devices, docking station devices, or other
suitable devices operating under control of software systems
in conjunction with the processor or other devices), or other
suitable software structures. In one exemplary embodiment,
software can include one or more lines of code or other
suitable software structures operating in a general purpose
software application, such as an operating system, and one
or more lines of code or other suitable software structures
operating in a specific purpose software application. As used
herein, the term “couple” and its cognate terms, such as
“couples” and “coupled,” can include a physical connection
(such as a copper conductor), a virtual connection (such as
through randomly assigned memory locations of a data
memory device), a logical connection (such as through
logical gates of a semiconducting device), other suitable
connections, or a suitable combination of such connections.
The term “data” can refer to a suitable structure for using,
conveying or storing data, such as a data field, a data buffer,
a data message having the data value and sender/receiver
address data, a control message having the data value and
one or more operators that cause the receiving system or
component to perform a function using the data, or other
suitable hardware or software components for the electronic
processing of data.

In general, a software system is a system that operates on
a processor to perform predetermined functions in response
to predetermined data fields. For example, a system can be
defined by the function it performs and the data fields that it
performs the function on. As used herein, a NAME system,
where NAME is typically the name of the general function
that is performed by the system, refers to a software system
that is configured to operate on a processor and to perform
the disclosed function on the disclosed data fields. Unless a
specific algorithm is disclosed, then any suitable algorithm
that would be known to one of skill in the art for performing
the function using the associated data fields is contemplated
as falling within the scope of the disclosure. For example, a
message system that generates a message that includes a
sender address field, a recipient address field and a message
field would encompass software operating on a processor
that can obtain the sender address field, recipient address
field and message field from a suitable system or device of
the processor, such as a buffer device or buffer system, can
assemble the sender address field, recipient address field and
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message field into a suitable electronic message format
(such as an electronic mail message, a TCP/IP message or
any other suitable message format that has a sender address
field, a recipient address field and message field), and can
transmit the electronic message using electronic messaging
systems and devices of the processor over a communications
medium, such as a network. One of ordinary skill in the art
would be able to provide the specific coding for a specific
application based on the foregoing disclosure, which is
intended to set forth exemplary embodiments of the present
disclosure, and not to provide a tutorial for someone having
less than ordinary skill in the art, such as someone who is
unfamiliar with programming or processors in a suitable
programming language. A specific algorithm for performing
a function can be provided in a flow chart form or in other
suitable formats, where the data fields and associated func-
tions can be set forth in an exemplary order of operations,
where the order can be rearranged as suitable and is not
intended to be limiting unless explicitly stated to be limiting.

It should be emphasized that the above-described embodi-
ments are merely examples of possible implementations.
Many variations and modifications may be made to the
above-described embodiments without departing from the
principles of the present disclosure. All such modifications
and variations are intended to be included herein within the
scope of this disclosure and protected by the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for accessing protected data comprising:

a token retriever system operating on a first processor and
configured to receive a token of encrypted data from a
device and to transmit a request including the token and
a source identifier to a detokenization system over a
data communications medium;

the detokenization system operating on a second proces-
sor and configured to receive the token and to transmit
a response to the request that includes an account
number associated with the token if the request has
been received from an authorized source by checking
the source identifier; and

wherein the token retriever system is configured to
receive the account number and to display the account
number for a predetermined period of time and to
display an error if the request has not been received
from the authorized source.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the token retriever
system is separate and distinct from a point of sale system
and is configured to receive an access device and to deter-
mine whether the access device is associated with the
authorized source.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the detokenization
system further comprises a limit system configured to
modify a limit of a number of detokenization procedures
from the token retriever system within a predetermined
period of time for the token retriever system.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the detokenization
system further comprises a terminal management system
configured to interface with the token retriever system and
to authenticate the token retriever system to approve a
transaction at a point of sale system that is isolated from the
token retriever system.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the detokenization
system further comprises a terminal management system
configured to interface with the token retriever system and
to replace a security certificate at the token retriever system.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the detokenization
system further comprises a terminal management system
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configured to interface with the token retriever system and
to determine a state of operation of the token retriever
system by running device operational tests.
7. The system of claim 1 wherein the detokenization
system further comprises a security access system config-
ured to interface with the token retriever system and an
access device and to determine whether the access device is
associated with an authorized user.
8. The system of claim 1 wherein the token retriever
system further comprises a first security access system
configured to interface with an access device and to deter-
mine whether the access device is associated with an autho-
rized user, and the detokenization system further comprises
a second security access system configured to interface with
the first security access system and the access device and to
determine whether the access device is associated with an
authorized user.
9. A method for accessing protected data comprising:
receiving a token of encrypted data from a device at a
token retriever system operating on a first processor;

transmitting a request including the token from the token
retriever system to a detokenization system over a data
communications medium;

receiving the token at the detokenization system if a user

is an authorized user;
transmitting a response to the request that includes an
account number associated with the token if the request
has been received from an authorized source;

receiving the account number at the token retriever sys-
tem; and

displaying the account number for a predetermined period

of time and displaying an error if the user is not an
authorized user.

10. The method of claim 9 further comprising:

receiving an access device at the token retriever system;

and

determining whether the access device is associated with

an authorized user.

11. The method of claim 9 further comprising modifying
a limit of a number of detokenization procedures that can be
requested from the token retriever system within a prede-
termined period of time.

12. The method of claim 9 further comprising interfacing
with the token retriever system using a terminal manage-
ment system to authenticate the token retriever system.
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13. The method of claim 9 further comprising interfacing
with the token retriever system to replace a security certifi-
cate at the token retriever system.

14. The method of claim 9 further comprising interfacing
with the token retriever system to determine a state of
operation of the token retriever system.

15. The method of claim 9 further comprising interfacing
with the token retriever system and an access device to
determine whether the access device is associated with an
authorized user.

16. The method of claim 9 further comprising:

interfacing with an access device at a detokenization

system to determine whether the access device is
associated with an authorized user; and

interfacing with the detokenization system and the access

device and to determine whether the access device is
associated with the authorized user.
17. A processor having a memory device storing digital
code in a format that can be retrieved and stored in the
processor to cause the processor to perform a method for
accessing protected data comprising:
receiving a token of encrypted data from a data port at a
token retriever system operating on the processor;

transmitting a request including the token from the token
retriever system to a detokenization system over a data
communications medium;

receiving a response to the request from the detokeniza-

tion system that includes an account number associated
with the token if the request has been transmitted from
an authorized source; and

displaying the account number for a predetermined period

of time and displaying an error if the request has not
been received from the authorized source.

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the digital code
causes the processor to determine whether an access device
is associated with an authorized user after the access device
is received at the token retriever system.

19. The method of claim 17 wherein the digital code
causes the processor to request a modification to a limit of
a number of detokenization procedures from the token
retriever system within a predetermined period of time.

20. The method of claim 17 wherein the digital code
causes the processor to interface with the token retriever
system using a terminal management system to authenticate
the token retriever system.
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