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There exi sts an inconsi stency between claims 1 and 2 (and the

correspondi ng parts of claims 3-11) for the fol lowi ng reason: claim 1 is
directed to a composition comprising or produced from 90-99.8 wt.% of a
poly(hydroxyal kanoic aci d) composition and 0.2-10 wt.% of an impact
modifier, based on the total weight of poly(hydroxyal kanoic acid) and
the modifier, wherein the poly(hydroxyal kanoic aci d) comprises repeat
units deri ved from 6-hydroxyhexanoi c aci d, 3-hydroxyhexanoi c acid,
4-hydroxyhexanoi c¢ acid, 3-hydroxyheptanoi c acid, or combinati ons

thereof; the modifier comprises a core/shel | polymer that does not
comprise a vinyl aromati c comonomer and has a refractive i ndex not
greater than 1.5; and the core comprises elastomer and the shell

compri ses non-el astomeri ¢ polymer, whereas claim 2 is directed to the
composition of claim 1, but wherein the poly(hydroxyal kanoic acid)
compri ses repeat units deri ved from hydroxyal kanoic aci ds having five or
fewer carbon atoms (especi ally, polyl acti ¢ acid as used in all
examples) . Therefore, it is unclear what is claimed by the applicati on ,
contrary to Arti cle 6 PCT and, thus, the search is restri cted to the
subject-matter of claim 1 and that parts of claims 2-11, which
correspond to claim 1.
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policy when acting as an International Prel imi nary Examining Authori ty is
normal ly not to carry out a prel iminary examinati on on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespecti ve of whether or not the
claims are amended fol lowing recei pt of the search report or during any
Chapter |1 procedure. |f the applicati on proceeds into the regi onal phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carri ed
out duri ng examinati on before the Epo (see Epo Guidel ine C-VI, 8.2) ,
should the problems which led to the Arti cle 17(2) pcT decl arati on be
overcome.
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inventions in this international application, as follows:
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Claim 1 is directed to a composition comprising or produced
from 90-99.8 wt.% of a poly(hydroxyal kanoic acid)
composition and 0.2-10 wt.% of an impact modifier, based on
the total weight of poly(hydroxyal kanoic acid) and the

modi fier, wherein the poly(hydroxyal kanoic acid) compri ses
repeat units derived from 6-hydroxyhexanoic acid, ‘
3-hydroxyhexanoi ¢ acid, 4-hydroxyhexanoi ¢ acid,
"3-hydroxyheptanoi ¢ acid, or combinations thereof ;.the

modi fier compri ses a core/shel | polymer that does nhot
comprise a vinyl aromati ¢ :comonomer and has a refractive

i ndex not greater than 1.5; and the core compri ses elastomer
and the shell comprises non-el astomeri ¢ polymer.

2. claims: 2-10(partly)

Claim 2 is directed to the composition of claim 1, but
wherein the poly(hydroxyal kanoic acid) compri ses repeat
units derived from hydroxyal kanoic acids having five or
fewer carbon atoms (especial ly, polylacti c acid as used in
all examples) . Therefore, it is unclear what is claimed by
the application , contrary to Arti cle 84 epc and, thus, the
search is restri ctewd to the subject-matter of claim 1 and
that parts of claims 2-11, which correspond to claim 1.
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