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This invention deals with a serviceable clasp to ap 
propriately sustain diversified types of articles on a sup 
port adapted to carry the clasp. One object of the in 
vention is to provide a reliable but resilient clasp which 
becomes distended and stressed when secured to the sup 
port. Another object is realized in utilizing the reactive 
thrust in the clasp pursuant to stressing thereof to hold 
the clasp resiliently closed and against the support. An 
other object is to provide a functionally and structurally 
improved clasp, preferably of rubber, normally contracted 
prior to securing thereof to the support and subsequently 
effectively elongated and tensioned after securing to the 
support. Another important object resides in the pro 
vision of a one piece angular shaped member of rubber 
to characterize compensatory components of the clasp 
wherein pursuant flattening or securing of the angular 
member, one of the components serves as effective full 
crum means while the other component characterizes a 
swingable arm normally held against the support but 
adapted to be desirably lifted for insertion of one or more 
articles under this arm to hold these articles against the 
support upon manual release of the arm which automat 
ically retracts and swings relative to the fulcrum means 
but toward the support. Other important objects and 
functional and structural features of the invention will 
appear from the following detailed specification taken 
with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a side view of a clasp according to one em 
bodiment of this invention but in a normally contracted 
relation prior to mounting thereof on a support. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the clasp illustrated 
in Fig. 1, but collapsed or flattened and carrying a re 
movable shield for concealing the fastening means secur 
ing the clasp to the support. 

Fig. 3 is a side view of Fig. 2 effectively illustrating the 
clasp grasping a box to hold the latter against the Sup 
port. 

Fig. 4 is another side view of the clasp shown in Fig. 2, 
however, partly broken away and in section to illustrate 
an article such as a pipe sustained against a support by 
the swingable arm of the clasp. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of another embodiment in 
accordance with the invention but in its contracted or un 
stressed relation prior to mounting thereof on a support. 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the clasp shown in Fig. 5, 
but in a distended or stressed relation. 

Fig. 7 is a side view of Fig. 6 exhibiting the clasp hold 
ing a box against the support, and 

Fig. 8 is another side view of Fig.6 showing the clasp 
holding a smaller article against the support. 

Illustrative of the embodiments disclosed, the clasp, 
generally designated C, is of suitable rubber and prior to 
mounting thereof, on a support S, is normally contracted 
as illustrated in Fig. 1 to provide a one piece angular 
member having its base B at an angle in respect to swing 
able arm A. 

Base B is characterized by bore 10 for coacting with 
screw 11. The bottom face 12 is biased or inclined as 

2 
shown. The upper part of the base is interrupted by the 
channel 13 and aligned grooves 14 which removably re 
ceive the slidable plate P. 
Arm A, is integral with base B and embodies spaced 

depending tooth T and terminal lip L spaced apart by slot 
or gap 15. 
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Tooth T and biased lower face 12 are spaced apart by 
the reentrant chamber or groove 16. 
By reason of screw 11, base B is fastened against sup 

port S and arm A is elongated or flattened out concom 
itantly appreciably stressed, thereby being normally urged 
against the support to be in a normally closed relation as 
illustrated in Fig. 2, wherein arm A is distended and de 
fines spaced reduced portions 17 and 18 straddling tooth 
T and reenforcing rib. 19. 

With base B fastened to support S, arm. A may be man 
ually grasped and conveniently lifted away therefrom. 
By such action this arm swings relative to the integral 
hinge means F formed at the confluence of base B and 
arm A, and consequently a box 20 may be readily inserted 
under the arm and thereafter adequately clasped thereby 
against the support. (Fig. 2) upon manual release. 
This action takes place due to the reactive thrust im 

pelled by the resiliency of the rubber stock forming the 
clasp although the reduced or weakened portion 18 per 
mits lip L to be tilted relative to reenforced rib 19 and 
weakened portion 18 allows the posterior part of arm A 
in back of tooth T to be flexed or tilted relative to full 
crum means F. 

In Fig. 4 clasp C effectively but removably sustains the 
bowl of a tobacco smoking pipe TS to support S. 

In the embodiment according to Figs. 5 to 8, the rub 
ber clasp C is generally along the lines of the form shown 
in Figs. 1 to 4 although depending from the inner lower 
interrupted face thereof are a plurality of spaced teeth 30, 
31, 32, 33 and 34 defining appropriate gaps or slots as 
35, 36, 37 and 38 for receiving small articles to be 
clasped against the support, for example, in Fig. 8 a. 
pencil PC is shown partly within slot 37 and resiliently 
held against support S while in Fig. 7, the clasp holds 
box 20'. 

In all of the forms disclosed head H of the screw is con 
fined in the channel 13 and if desired adequately con 
cealed by the removable plate P firmly held in aligned 
notches 14. -- -- 

In all of the forms disclosed, the clasp is preferably 
of rubber stock although adequately resilient to have 
appreciable reactive thrust pursuant to removal of man 
ual pressure after lifting of the resilient arm thereof to 
permit the latter to automatically retract and firmly 
maintain the articles against the support. 

In effect, the arm of the clasp in all the forms dis 
closed may be considered as arched and constitutes a 
cantilever normally stressed and therefore under tension 
due to the action of fastening means 11, which holds the 
arm collapsed and distended. 

Biased face 12 permits base B to be tilted towards 
support S. Thus base B may be progressively tightened 
by screw 11 for controlling stress and strain imparted to 
arm A. 

Briefly recapitulating, the arms A of each of the 
embodiments disclosed depends from the front end of 
its base and at an angle thereto, that is, these arms 
are normally out of alignment with the respective base 
of the clasps. Thus in each embodiment the arm may 
be swung upwardly in a direction initially away from the 
base which thereafter is secured to the support by the 
screw or threaded means. By such action the arm tends 
to flatten out under tension and eventually is substantially 
in alignment with the base although applying an ap 
preciable thrust or force against the support to normally 
hold the clasp closed. - - - 
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Various changes may be made in details of construc 
tion and arrangement of parts without departing from 
the scope of the invention or sacrificing any of the ad 
4vantages inherent therein. 

. It claim: 
1. A resilient one piece clasp adapted to be secured 

i to a support, comprising; a base, an arm integral and 
is normally...out oftalinement with and depending from the 
front part of said base and unstressed relative thereto, 
said arm and base at the confluence thereof constitut 
ing hinge means to allow said arm to be swung up 
-wardly and rearwardly in a directionitowards said base, 
-said arm having tooth means extending from the inside 
iface thereof, and including a terminal lip spaced from 
2said tooth means, and means to secure base to said 
-support and simultaneously spreading said arm for ten 
isioning thereof to apply a reactive thrust in a direction 
towards and against said support, said arm having a 
-weakened portion to facilitate lifting of said lip to said 
-tooth means. 

.2. A resilient one piece clasp adapted to be secured 
:to a support, comprising; a base, an arm integral and 
inormally, out of ?alinement with and depending from the 
'front part of said base and unstressed relative there 
to, said arm and base at the -confluence thereof consti 
-tuting:hinge means to allow said arm to be swung up 
twardly and rearwardly in a direction towards said base, 
-said arm having lip means at its front end and tooth 
..means spaced from said lip : means and extending from 
the inside face of said arm intermediate said lip means 
and base, said arm including spaced reduced portions 
leading away from said tooth means, and means to 
Ésecure said base to said support and simultaneously 
spreading said arm to arrange the latter substantially 
inalinement with said base for tensioning of said arm to 
apply a reactive thrust therein in a direction towards 
said support, said spaced reduced portions constituting 
-weakened means to facilitate lifting of said lip means 
relative to said tooth means and said tooth means in 
'respect to said base. 

3. A resilient one piece clasp adapted to be secured 
to a support, compromising; a base, an arm integral 
and normally out of alinement with and depending from 
the front part of said base and unstressed relative thereto, 
said arm and base at the confluence thereof constituting 
hinge means to allow said arm to be swung upwardly 
‘and rearwardly in a direction towards said base, said 
arm having lip means at its front end and tooth means 
spaced from said lip means and extending from the in 
side face of said arm intermediate said lip means and 
base, said face including a gap between said tooth means 
and base and a gap between said tooth means and lip 
means, means to secure said base to said support and 
simultaneously spreading said arm to arrange the latter 
substantially in alinement with said base for tensioning 
of said arm to apply a reactive thrust therein in a direc 
tion towards said support, said "arm above said gaps hav 
ing reduced portions constituting weakened means in 
termediate said base and tooth means and intermediate 
said tooth means and lip means to facilitate swinging a 
portion of said arm towards and away from said base. 
4. A resilients one piece clasp adapted to be secured 

to a support, comprising; a base, an arm integral and 
normally out of alinement with and depending from the 
front part of said base and unstressed relative thereto, 
said arm and base at the confluence thereof constituting 
hinge means to allow said arm to be swung upwardly and 
rearwardly in a direction towards said base, said arm 
having lip means at its front end and 'tooth means ex 
tending from the inside face of said arm intermediate 
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4. 
said lip means. and base, said-face including-spaced gaps 
leading away from said tooth means, and means to secure 
said base to said support and simultaneously spreading 
said arm to arrange the latter substantially in alinement 
with said base for tensioning of said arm to apply a 
reactive thrust therein in a direction towards said sup 
port, said arm at the medial-portions of said gaps defin 
ing spaced reduced weakened portions leading away from 
said tooth means to facilitate lifting of said lip means 
relative to said tooth means and said arm. relative to said 
base. 

5. A one piece rubber-clasp adapted to be secured to a 
support, comprising, a base. having a bore, an arm in 
tegral and normally out of alinement with and depend 
ing from the front part of said base and unstressed rela 
tive thereto, said base having a biased lower surface 
adapted to be seated on said support and sloping up 
wardly and forwardly towards said arm, said arm and base 
at the confluence thereof constituting hinge means to allow 
said arm to be swung upwardly and rearwardly in a 

: direction towards said base, said arm having lip "means 
at the front end and tooth means extending from the 
inside face of said arm intermediate said lip means and 
base, said face including spaced gaps leading away from 
said tooth means, and a screw having a shank passing 
into said bore for securing said surface at least in part 
to said support and simultaneously spreading said arm 
to arrange the latter substantially in alinement with said 
base for tensioning of said 'arm to apply a reactive thrust 
therein in a direction towards said support, said arm 
having spaced reduced portions constituting weakened 
means to facilitate lifting of said lip means relative to 
Said tooth means and said tooth means in respect to 
said base. 

6. The clasp according to claim 5 wherein said base 
includes a recess for receiving the head of said screw 
and alined notches for removably receiving a plate to con 
ceal the head of said screw. 

7. A one piece rubber clasp adapted to be secured to 
a support, comprising; a base, an arm integral and nor 
mally out of alinement with and depending from the front 
part of said base and unstressed. relative thereto, said 
arm and base at the confluence thereof constituting hinge 
means to allow said arm to be swung upwardly, and rear 
wardly in a direction towards said base, said arm hav 
ing lip means at its front end and having a plurality of 
Spaced teeth extending from the inside face of said arm 
intermediate said lip means and base, and means to se 
cure said base to said support and simultaneously spread 
ing said arm to arrange the latter substantially in aline 
ment with said base for tensioning of said arm to apply 
a reactive thrust therein in a direction towards said sup 
port, Said arm having spaced reduced portions constitut 
ing Weakened means to facilitate lifting of said lip means 
relative to said tooth means and said tooth means in 
respect to said base. 
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