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FOLDER NOTEBOOKS

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This Application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Applications
61/219,169, filed June 22, 2009 and 61/222,611, filed July 2, 2009, both of which are hereby

incorporated by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Binders are typically used in home, office and school settings to provide
portable storage devices for information. Typically they have a front and back cover
connected at the spine and a binding mechanism attached to the spine. The binders can hold

other notebooks, paper, pencil/pen pouches or the like.

[0003] While the binders generally contain a lot of information it is not always casy
to access multiple documents at once within the traditional binder design. This is because
one generally can only look at the front side of one document contained within the binder at a
time. In order to view multiple documents a user must flip between spots in the binder or
remove the needed pages from binder and risk damaging, loosing or messing up the

organization of the binder.

[0004] Accordingly there is a need for a binder that allows a user to view multiple

documents at one time while still holding them all securely within the binder.

[0005] In addition, having a pen and pencil pouch located within the binder can
prevent the binder from closing as much as possible and prevent the pages contained within
from laying flat. In addition it is not always convenient or possible to access these pouches

when needed.



WO 2010/151545 PCT/US2010/039512

[0006] Accordingly there is a need for an external storage pocket to hold documents,
calculators, writing instruments, rulers, compasses, planners, schedules, pouches to hold

writing utensils or the like.

[0007] File folders also are typically used in home or office settings for various
purposes, mainly focused on the storage and retrieval of information. Typically they have a
tab for quick identification of the subject matter contained within the file. However, these

folders generally are used to hold loose papers or documents.

[0008] Loose papers may slide out of the file folders and get misplaced.
Accordingly, file folders have been designed to contain temporary binding features such as
brads within the folder to hold hole punched papers in place. However, the temporary
binding feature is inconvenient as not all paper comes with holes punched at the right
location and distances to be easily inserted in such a folder. In addition, there are specific
hole-punches required to get the distance correct on the paper for the spacing of the brads or

other connectors.

[0009] Accordingly, there is a need for a file folder with permanently attached pages

for containing and organizing information.

SUMMARY

[00010] The present application covers a bound component for storing information
and including a binder with one or more covers having one or more bound edges and one or
more free edges and one or more additional binder sections added to a free edge of the one or
more binder covers to provide an additional storage place or recording place for information.
It also covers a bound component having the binding component along a free edge and two

additional binder panels connected thereto.

[00011] In another embodiment, a bound component for storing information, includes
a binder having one of more covers having one or more bound edges and having one or more

free edges and having an external facing side and an internal facing side and wherein the
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external side of the one or more covers has one or more pockets to provide an additional

storage location.

[00012] The application also covers a bound component for storing information and
including a folder with one or more covers having one or more bound edges, one or more free
edges, a spine and a tab extending from one or more free edges and a plurality of pages
bound to the inside of the folder. It also covers a bound component for storing information
having one or more covers with one or more bound edges and one or more free edges, and

one or more tabs extending from the one or more bound edges.

[00013] In another embodiment, the application covers a bound component for
storing information and including a folder having one or more bound edges, one or more free
edges and a tab extending from one or more free rear cover edges and an indention cut into
one or more free front cover edges, a plurality of pages bound to the inside of the folder and it
may have one or more pages of the plurality of pages with a designated information area that

aligns with the cut in portion on the folder cover.

[00014] In yet another embodiment the bound component may have one or more
internal dividers as well to further organize information. In still another embodiment one or
more additional file side sections may be added to one or more free edges of the front and/or
rear cover. Such additional file section may have a plurality of pages attached to it as well.
Other objectives, advantages and novel features of the products disclosed herein will become

more apparent from the following detailed description.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[00015] Figure 1 shows a bound component having a front cover, a spine, a binding

mechanism, a back cover and a binder extension connected to a free edge of said front cover.

[00016] Figure 2 shows a partially open view of a bound component similar to Figure

1 but with the binder extension connected at a different free edge of the front cover.

[00017] Figures 3A — 3E show open views of the bound component illustrated in

Figure 2 and variations thereon.

[00018] Figure 4 shows a closed view of a bound component having an external

pocket attached to the front cover.

[00019] Figure 5 shows a different view of the bound component in Figure 4.

[00020] Figure 6 shows a view of the bound component of Figure 4 with the external

pocket in an open configuration.

[00021] Figure 7 shows a closed view of a bound component having an external

pocket attached to the front cover.

[00022] Figure 8A shows a closed view of a bound component having an external

pocket attached to the front cover where the external pocket is an expandable file folder

pocket.
[00023] Figure 8B shows a view of a notebook having an attached external pocket.
[00024] Figure 9 shows a bound component having a plurality of pages bound to a

folder having a tab extending from an unbound edge where the bound component is in a

closed configuration.
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[00025] Figure 10 shows the bound component of Figure 9 in an open configuration.

[00026] Figure 11 shows a modified version of the bound component of Figure 9
using different page formats, including calendar and notes pages instead of lined pages in the

plurality of pages.

[00027] Figure 12 shows a bound component having a cut out in one portion of the
front cover to better show the contents of the plurality of pages and having a section on the
right margin of the at least one plurality of pages containing identifying information, in this

case date information.

[00028] Figure 13 shows an open configuration for the bound component of Figure
12.
[00029] Figure 14 shows a closed configuration for a bound component having a

shortened front cover such that the right margin of the plurality of pages is visible.

[00030] Figure 15 shows a bound component having an additional divider bound

between the plurality of pages.

[00031] Figure 16 shows a bound component having an additional divider bound
between the plurality of pages and showing the plurality of pages having a right margin

designed to contain identifying information of some sort.

[00032] Figure 17 shows a bound component having a plurality of dividers bound
between the plurality of pages.

[00033] Figure 18 shows a bound component having an open configuration having a

plurality of pages and a plurality of dividers between the pages.

[00034] Figure 19 shows a bound component having an open configuration with

pockets on one or more covers of the bound component.
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[00035] Figure 20 shows a bound component having pockets, a plurality of pages,

identifier tab, and an additional portion containing another set of a plurality of pages.

[00036] Figure 21 shows a modified bound component of Figure 20 having an
additional portion extending off of the front cover and with the additional portion having a

plurality of pages attached.

[00037] Figure 22 shows another modified version of the bound component of Figure
20 having the additional portion extending off of the rear cover and having the tab cut out and

resting between the sections of the bound component.

[00038] Figure 23 shows another modified version of the bound component of Figure

20 having an additional portion extending off of the front cover of the bound component.

[00039] Figures 24A and 24B show bound components having a window through

which information may be viewed.

[00040] Figures 25A-25D show bound components having internal dividers.
[00041] Figures 26 A-26B show a folder with an extension panel.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
[00042] As shown in Figures 1-3, in one embodiment a bound component generally

designated as 10 may include a front cover 12, a spine 14, a back cover 16 and one or more
binding mechanisms 18. The terms “back” and “rear” are used interchangeably herein for
describing certain features such as the back cover. Said front cover 12 and said back cover 16
may be pivotally coupled to said spine 14. Said front cover 12 and said back cover 16 have a
bound edge where they connect with the spine 14. Said front cover 12 and said back cover
16 have free edges where they are not connected to the spine 14. Said binding mechanism 18

may be located on the spine 14 or as illustrated in Figure 1 adjacent to spine 14 on back cover
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16 or as illustrated in Figure 3B along a free edge. It is to be understood that the binding
mechanism may include rings, brads, clips, cords, ribbon, elastic connectors, heat sealing,
welding, adhesives, staples, rivets, sewing, a combination of these and/or the like based on

manufacturing preferences.

[00043] Looking at Figures 1-3, front cover 12 may have one or more pockets 20. It
is to be understood that back cover 16 may have one or more pockets as well. The one or
more pockets may be top loading, bottom loading and/or side loading based on
manufacturing preferences. The one or more pockets may be located at one or more corners
of the front cover 12 or the back cover 16. The one or more pockets may be designed to hold
different sized note cards or pages. The one or more pockets may be up to 1/10 the size of
the front cover 12 or back cover 16; up to 1/4 the size of the front cover 12 or back cover 16;
up to 1/2 the size of the front cover 12 or back cover 16; and/or up to 3/4 the size of the front
cover 12 or back cover 16. The one or more pockets 20 may include a variety of different
sized and/or shaped pockets and may be positioned in a variety of locations including
overlapping pockets, pockets within pockets, and/or pockets on top of other pockets. The one
or more pockets size, shape and or location will be chosen based on manufacturing
preferences. The pockets 20 can be made of vinyl, poly propylene, fabric, polyethylene,

cardboard and/or paper, leather, or other materials.

[00044] The bound component 10 may have one or more binder extensions 22
attached to a free edge of front cover 12. The one or more binder extensions 22 may be
hingedly connected. The one or more binder extensions 22 may be attached at connection
point 23 to the front cover 12 by using a fold line, staples, adhesive, sewing, stitching, heat
sealing, stamping or the like. The binder extension 22 could be made removable through the
use of snaps, hook and loop fastener, resealable adhesive, zipper or the like. It is to be
understood that the binder extension 22 may also be connected to a free edge of back cover
16. It may be beneficial for the binder extension 22 to be positioned on a cover not holding
the binding mechanism 18 in order to provide more storage capacity and access to the
documents without interfering with the rings. It is to be understood that to further increase
storage capacity one or more pockets 20 may be provided on both sides of the binder

extension 22. It is also to be understood that the binder extension may also have its own
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binding mechanism attached to it along the one or more free edges as in Figure 3C (example
with a conventional ring binding 18) or Figure 3D (example with a Flex binding 18A as made
by MeadWestvaco Corporation), or along the one or more bound edges as shown in Figure

3E.

[00045] The one or more binder extensions 22 may have one or more pockets 20 as
described previously. The one or more binder extension 22 may have one or more
transparent pockets 20. The one or more binder extensions may have one or more non-
transparent pockets 20. The one or more binder extension 22 may have a plurality of pages
attached. The plurality of pages may be non-permanently bound to the one or more
additional sides by using a slot to hold in a backing portion to the plurality of pages or a
portion of the plurality of pages themselves. The plurality of pages may contain one or more
of the following or a combination of the following: sticky notes of various sizes; lines paper;
calendar pages; graph paper or any of the other types of pages. It is to be understood that the
one or more binder extensions may fold inward so as to preserve the shape and size of the
bound component 10 for storage purposes and/or to protect the information contained in the
one or more binder extensions. It is to be understood that the one or more binder extensions
22 may be comprised of the same material as the front cover 12 and back cover 16 of the
bound component 10 or a different material than the front cover 12 and back cover 16 of the
bound component 10. It is to be understood that the one or more binder extensions could be
transparent. The binder 10 and binder extension 22 may be made of vinyl, poly propylene,
fabric, polyethylene, cardboard, paper and or a combination of any of these. It is to be
understood that vinyl is the material preferred for student binders, but manufacturing

preferences may prefer the use of any of the other listed materials.

[00046] The one or more binder extensions 22 may be the same size as the cover to
which the binder extension is attached. The one or more binder extensions 22 may be smaller
than the cover to which it is attached. The one or more binder extensions 22 may be larger
than cover to which it is attached. The one or more binder extensions 22 may be over ¥ the
size of the cover to which it is attached; up to ¥ the size of the cover to which it is attached;

up to % the size of the cover to which it is attached; up to % the size of the cover to which it
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is attached. It is to be understood that the binder 10 may close more easily if the binder

extension 22 is smaller than the cover to which it is attached.

[00047] The one or more binder extensions 22 may be horizontally aligned with the
spine 14 of the binder 10 (Figure 2) or vertically aligned with the spine 14 of the binder 10
(Figure 1).

[00048] In another embodiment, illustrated in Figures 4-8, the bound component 10
comprises a front cover 12, a spine 14, a rear cover 16, one or more binding mechanisms 18,
and one or more external pockets 24. The front cover 12 has an inside which faces toward
the binding mechanism and an outside which faces away from the binding mechanism. The
rear cover 16 has an inside which faces toward the binding mechanism and an outside which
faces away from the binding mechanism. The one or more external pockets 24 may be
located on the outside of front cover 12 or back cover 16. There may be a benefit to include
the one or more external pockets 24 on the outside of the front cover 12 to allow the back

cover 16 to lay flat when placed on a desk or table or other such surface.

[00049] The one or more external pockets 24 may have one or more closure flaps 26.
The one or more closure flaps may be attached to the front cover 12 or rear cover 16 by a fold
line, adhesive, stitching, sewing, staples, heat sealed or the like. The one or more closure
flaps 26 may also be hingedly attached to the pocket 24 by fold line, adhesive, stitching,
sewing, staples, heat sealing or the like. The closure flaps 26 may be removably attached to
the pocket at attachment point 28 using hook and loop fastener, magnets, reattachable
adhesive, bungee cord, tie, clasp, button, clip, hook, ring, snap or other such means.
Attachment point 28 may have various shapes, including but not limited to rectangles,
squares, ovals, circles, polygons, and combinations thereof. It is to be understood a zipper
closure means could be used in lieu of closure flap 26 or to close the closure flap 26. It is
also to be understood that the removable attachment point may be adjusted based on

manufacturing preferences.

[00050] The external pocket may be oriented such that the opening 36 is facing the
spine 14, is parallel to the spine 14 but facing the free edge (Figure 5), is perpendicular to the
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spine 14 and located at the top of the binder 10 (Figure 7), or is perpendicular to the spine 14
and located at the bottom of the binder 10. The top of the binder 10 orientation for the
opening 36 may be beneficial to prevent materials from sliding out of the pocket 24. The
opening 36 oriented toward the free edge and parallel to the spine 14 may be beneficial to
prevent materials from falling out of the external pocket 24 due to the fact that the binder is

typically held by the user such that their hand clasps this end.

[00051] The external pocket 24 may be affixed to the outside of the front cover 12 or
rear cover 16. The closing flap 26 may be affixed to one or more outside edges of the front
cover 12 or rear cover 16. The pocket 24 may be affixed around one or more outer edges of
the cover, such that one or more pocket openings 36 are formed between the outside of the
front cover 12 or rear cover 16 and the inside of pocket 24. Affixing the pocket 24 and the
flap 26 using a heat sealing method may have manufacturing benefits such as reduced
production cost and increased production speed. The pocket 24 may be separated into
compartments or multiple pockets 24 and/or multiple flaps 26 may be affixed on the front
cover 12 or rear cover 16. It is to be understood that manufacturing preferences may
determine whether the pocket 24 and/or flap 26 are affixed to the outside edge of the front
cover 12 or rear cover 16, inside the edges of the front cover 12 or rear cover 16, or anywhere

else on the outer surface of the front cover 12 or rear cover 16.

[00052] The external pocket 24 may be removably attached. In such an instance the
external pocket would have one or more interior wall that would removably attach to the
outside of the front cover 12 or rear cover 16. Removable attachments may include hook and
loop fastener, resealable adhesive, snaps, buttons, hooks magnets, bungee cords or the like.
Manufacturing preferences may prefer that the closure flap 26 be affixed to the pocket 24

rather than outside of the front cover 12 or rear cover 16.

[00053] The one or more external pockets 24 may be expandable as shown in Figure
5 and in Figures 8A and 8B. As illustrated in Figure 8A external pocket 24 may have one or
more dividers 32 inside the pocket. The one or more dividers 32 may have identifier tabs 34
to allow the user to organize the information contained therein. The sides of the one or more

pockets may have one or more side gussets 30 and/or one or more bottom gussets 30. The

10
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gussets 30 may be creased and folded inward towards the interior of the pocket or extended

outward from the interior of the pocket.

[00054] The pocket opening 36 may be formed between the external side of the cover
to which it is attached and the internal side of the pocket attachment 24. A variety of
materials could be used to create the binder 10 and external pocket 24, including fabric,

plastic and/or vinyl.

[00055] External pocket 24 may be the same length and width as the cover to which it
is attached. External pocket 24 may be over % the size of the cover to which it is attached.
External pocket 24 may be over ' the size of the cover to which it is attached. External

pocket 24 may be over % the size of the cover to which it is attached.

[00056] It is to be understood that a bound component as covered in this application

may include one or more binder extensions 22 and one or more external pockets 24.

[00057] It is to be understood that the pockets 20 and/or external pocket 24 with
closure flap 26 may be formed from a plastic substrate, and/or a paper substrate and may be
transparent or opaque based on manufacturing preferences. The materials may be treated or
coated based on manufacturing preferences. The bound component 10 may be a traditionally
sized and shaped binder. The bound component 10 may be made of a plastic substrate or a
paper substrate, or either type of substrate treated and/or coated based on manufacturing
preferences. The identifier tabs 34 may be integral to the one or more dividers 32 or they
could be sealed, adhered, attached thereto. The one or more identifier tabs 34 may be
permanently deployed or optionally deployable as disclosed in United States Application
Nos. 61/038868; 61/086550; 12/264630; 12/392183; 12/420444. The one or more identifier
tabs 34 and or the front cover 12 and or the back cover 16 may be made of a non-porous
material and may be able to be marked upon as disclosed in United States Application Nos.
10/828073 and 10/962724. The one or more tabs 34 may have a one or more hole(s) to allow

attachment to another binder.

11
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[00058] It is to be understood that a binder 10, according to this application, may

have both a binder extension 22 and an external pocket 24 with a closure flap 26.

[00059] It is also to be understood that a removable pocket 24 may be designed for
other such office and school products including but not limited to a notepad 25 (as shown in
Figure 8B) and/or a spiral binder. In such a design, a slot may be placed on the pocket to
attach the pad or spiral binder to the pocket. Manufacturing preferences will indicate if a
removable adhesive, hook and loop fastener, or a slot and insert combination or other such
attachment means as suggested throughout this application would function as desired. In
addition, such a pocket may be permanently adhered or connected to a notepad or spiral

binder.

[00060] As shown in Figures 9-23, in another embodiment a bound component
generally designated 110 may include a front cover 112, a plurality of pages 114, and a rear
cover 116, with the front cover 112 and rear cover 116 pivotally coupled to spine 120.
Referring to Figure 9, a bound component 110 is shown, including a front cover 112, a back
cover 116 and a spine 120. The back cover 116 may have one or more tabs 118 on one or
more free edges or non-bound edges. The bound component 110 may have a plurality of

pages 114 bound to the spine 120.

[00061] Figure 10 shows a bound component 110 in an open orientation. The
binding mechanism 122 may align with spine 120. The binding mechanism 122 may be
adhesive, staples, string (sewn) or any other similar material as determined appropriate by
manufacturing preferences. It is to be understood that the plurality of pages 114 may be
bound to the inside of the front cover 112 or the back cover 116 using an attachment or
binding mechanism 122 including adhesive, string and/or staples. It is to be further
understood that the plurality of pages 114 may be bound to the front cover 112 and/or rear
cover 116 along the edge attached to the spine 120 or along a free edge.

[00062] Figure 11 illustrates a bound component 110 similar to those of Figures 9
and 10. The plurality of pages 114 may be bound to the spine 120 using staples or another
binding mechanism 122. The binding mechanism 122 may attach the middle of the plurality

12
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of pages 114 to spine 120. It is to be understood that this attachment could occur at any of
the following location within the plurality of pages: at the front of the plurality of pages, with
the first third of the plurality of pages, the front half of the plurality of pages, the center of the
plurality of pages, the second third of the plurality of pages, and/or the back of the plurality
of pages.

[00063] Figure 12 shows a bound component 110 with a front cover 112, back cover
116 and a spine 120. Back cover 116 may have one or more tabs 118 that may be used to
contain identifying information. Front cover 112 may have an indention 124 to allow partial
viewing of the plurality of pages 114 bound to spine 120 inside bound component 110. One
or more pages within the plurality of pages may have a column 126 that may align with
indention 124 and may allow an additional area for the user to record identifying information.
It is to be understood that additional identifying information or summary information could
be recorded in a printed box on inside or outside of front cover 112 or rear cover 116. It is to
be further understood that the front cover 112 and/or rear cover 116 may be attached together
or may be formed of one piece of material. It is to be understood that the front cover 112

may be one type of material while the rear cover may be a different type of material.

[00064] Figure 13 shows the bound component 110 of Figure 12. Column 126 may
have pre-printed identifying information such as the date, subject matter, or other
information. The date may be pre-printed in column 126 or a space may be indicated to
record the date. Column 126 may also include a section for the user to record a task list, to
do list, assignments, homework, client or customer information, case number/matter
information or the like. Column 126 may also just be a generic section blank or with lines
drawn in for the user to add whatever information they desire to identify the contents of the
folder. Column 126 may be shaded, a different color, a different texture, and/or have
information to be recorded aligned parallel or perpendicular to the information to be recorded

in the main portion of the plurality of pages.

[00065] Figure 14 illustrates a bound component 110 with a front cover 112, a back
cover 116, a spine 120 and a plurality of pages 114 bound to spine 120. Back cover 116 may

have one or more tabs 118. Front cover 112 may have a width less than back cover 116.

13
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Front cover 112 may be formed such that column 126 may be viewed when the folder is in a
closed position. The majority or all of column 126 may be viewable. Manufacturing
preferences will determine if the entire column 126, up to %, up to 1/4, or up to % of the
column 126 may be viewable when the bound component is in the closed position.
Manufacturing preferences will determine if front cover 112 indention 124 extends the full
length of the front cover 112, up to %, up to 1/4, or up to % of the cover 112. It is to be
understood that the front cover 112 may have a section of clear material that extends over this
indention portion or may extend over the entire front cover 112 such that the contents on the

front page would be visible while the bound component was in the closed position.

[00066] Figures 15-17 illustrate a bound component with front cover 112, back cover
116, and spine 120. A plurality of pages 114 may be bound to spine 120. One or more inner
dividers 128 may be bound to spine 120. The one or more inner dividers may have one or
more tabs 130. It is to be understood that such tabs 130 may be integrally formed from the
one or more inner dividers 128, may be optionally deployable and or may be a separate
material attached to the one or more inner dividers. The one or more tabs 130 may have
preprinted indicia such as days of the week, or data for the user to fill in such as class name,
date, project title, client name, or other such information. Front cover 112 may have one or
more indentions 124 that extend all or part of the length of the cover or column (as explained
elsewhere in this application). Inner divider 128 may have indentions 132. Manufacturing
preferences will determine if the inner dividers are individually connected or if they are

connected at a central seam as shown in Figure 18.

[00067] Figure 19 shows a bound component with front cover 112, back cover 116,
and spine 120. A plurality of pages 114 may be bound to spine 120. The inside of front
cover 112 and or back cover 116 may have one or more pockets 134, 136, 138, 140, and/or
142. The one or more pockets may be sized to hold business cards or the like such as pocket
140. One or more pockets may be side loading. The one or more pockets may be formed
from one or more corner tabs such as 134. The one or more pockets may be designed to hold
different sized note cards such as 142 and 144. Pocket 142 may be up to half the size of
pocket 144. The pocket could be a traditional folder pocket 138 or a larger pocket 136. The
pocket may be up to 1/10 the size of the front or back cover, up to 1/4 the size of the front or
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back cover, up to 1/2 the size of the front or back cover, and/or up to 3/4 the size of the front
or back cover. The pocket 134, 136, 138, 140, and/or 142 size and/or shape will be chosen

based on manufacturing preferences.

[00068] It is to be understood that the bound component could have one or more
additional sides 146 at fold line 152 attached to the front cover 112 or back cover 116 that
may also contain pockets 134, 126, 138, 140, 142 and/or 144 and or a plurality of pages 114.
Such a bound component is depicted in Figures 20, 21, 22 and 23. The plurality of pages 114
may be bound to the one or more additional sides using staples, adhesive, string, cord, yarn or
the like. The plurality of pages 114 may be non-permanently bound to the one or more
additional sides by using a slot to hold in a backing portion to the plurality of pages or a
portion of the plurality of pages themselves. The plurality of pages 114 may contain one or
more of the following or a combination of the following: sticky notes of various sizes, lined
paper, calendar pages, graph paper or any of the other types of pages. It is to be understood
that the additional side 146 may fold inward so as to preserve the shape and size of the bound
component 110 for storage purposes. It is to be further understood that tab 118 as depicted in
Figure 22 may comprise fold lines and or cut outs at its base as manufacturing preferences
dictate so it lays flat when unfolded.

[00069] The pockets 134, 136, 138, 140, and/or 142 may be formed from a plastic
substrate, and/or a paper substrate. The materials may be treated or coated based on
manufacturing preferences. The bound component may be a traditionally sized and shaped
file folder. The bound component may be made of a plastic substrate or a paper substrate, or
either type of substrate treated and/or coated based on manufacturing preferences. The tabs
may be integral to the back cover 116 or they could be sealed, adhered, attached thereto. The
tabs 118, 130 may be permanently deployed or optionally deployable as disclosed in United
States Application Nos. 61/038868; 61/086550; 12/264630; 12/392183; 12/420444. The
tabs 118, 130 may be located at the top or bottom end of the bound component, or located
apart from the top or bottom ends of the bound component. If located near an end of the
bound component, for example as shown with tab 118 at an upper end as in Figure 22, fold
line 152 may extend to the adjacent end of the bound component; however if tab 118 is close

to the adjacent end, the fold line 152 may be omitted between tab 118 and the adjacent end.
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[00070] The plurality of pages 114 may be one or more of the following or a
combination of the following: lined paper, graph paper, drawing paper, blank paper, calendar
pages and/or carbon copy paper. The plurality of pages 114 may be traditional sized letter
paper, legal paper, or other sized paper. The front cover 112 and rear cover 116 may be sized
to approximately the size as the plurality of pages 114 contained within. The plurality of
pages may include one or may pages having a section for notes (lined or unlined), and one or
more of the following: a section for meeting attendees, date, time, topic, objectives, action
items, page, color coded sections, to-do-list, sections identified by day or date, and/or
numbered lines. The plurality of pages may include one or more personal record sheets, such
as health information, property (home, car, land etc...) information, insurance information,
financial information, contact information, or other such information of a personal nature.
The section for notes may be at the top of the plurality of pages, at the side, on the right side,
or at the bottom. There could be one or more plurality of pages bound to the bound
components at one or more of the following locations, spine 120, the inside of front cover
112, and or the inside of back cover 116. For example, a plurality of pages 114 containing
one or more types of calendar type information could be bound to the inside of front cover
112 and a plurality of pages 114 with lined note paper could be bound to the spine 120. It is
to be understood the binding location may be adjusted as well as the type of pages contained

within the plurality of pages 114.

[00071] The bound mechanism may be slightly larger than the plurality of pages so as
to better protect the plurality of pages from damage. The front cover 112 and/or rear cover
116 may have one or more pockets on their outer surface (the cover surface not touching the
plurality of pages 114). The outer surface of the front cover 112 or the back cover 116 may
have a plastic sheet attached to the cover on one or more sides, on two or more sides or on
less than four sides, such that a sheet of paper or other material may be protectively held
between the plastic sheet and the outer side of the front cover 112 or back cover 116. The
outer or inner surfaces of front cover 112 and/or rear cover 116 may have one or more areas
where the user can record content information. The tabs 118, 130 and or the front cover 112
and or the back cover 116 may be made of a non-porous material and may be able to be

marked upon as disclosed in United States Application Nos. 10/828073 and 10/962724.
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[00072] It is to be understood that the bound component may have one or more
additional sides 146 at fold line 152 attached to the front cover 112 or back cover 116 that
may also contain pockets 134, 126, 138, 140, 142, 144 and/or 148 and or a plurality of pages
114. Such a bound component is depicted in Figures 20, 21, 22 and 23. The plurality of
pages 114 may be bound to the one or more additional sides using staples, adhesive, string,
cord, yarn or the like. The plurality of pages 114 may be non-permanently bound to the one
or more additional sides by using a slot to hold in a backing portion to the plurality of pages
or a portion of the plurality of pages themselves. The plurality of pages 114 may contain one
or more of the following or a combination of the following: sticky notes of various sizes,
lines paper, calendar pages, graph paper or any of the other types of pages. Itis to be
understood that the additional side 146 may fold inward so as to preserve the shape and size
of the bound component 110 for storage purposes. It is to be further understood that tab 118
as depicted in Figure 22 may comprise fold lines and or cut outs at its base as manufacturing

preferences dictate so it lays flat when unfolded.

[00073] Figure 24A shows another bound component generally designated 110,
which may include a front cover 112, a plurality of pages, and a rear cover 116, with the front
cover 112 and rear cover 116 pivotally coupled to spine 120. One or both of the covers may
have one or more windows 160 for displaying information. As shown in Figure 24, front
cover 112 comprises window 160 through which information 166 may be viewed, such as
“Status: set up meeting...” The information 166 may be printed or written onto card 162,
which may slide relative to window 160 (as indicated by arrows 164), so as to make
selectively visible various information, for example a list of phrases 168. In Figure 24A this
sliding movement is shown generally parallel to the length of the front cover 112, but it could
likewise be parallel to the width of the front cover, or even in a diagonal direction. The card
162 may be held behind or within front cover 112, for example in a sleeve or pocket (not

shown in Figure 24A.)

[00074] Figure 24B shows another bound component somewhat similar to that in
Figure 24A and with similar features already described. One or both of the covers may
display information 166, for example printed or written onto card 162, which may slide

relative to the cover (as indicated by arrows 164), so as to make selectively visible various
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information, for example a list of phrases 168. In Figure 24B this sliding movement is shown
generally parallel to the length of the front cover 112, but it could likewise be parallel to the
width of the front cover, or even in a diagonal direction. The card 162 may be held behind or
within front cover 112, for example moving through view slits 161 so that selected
information 166 becomes visible. Card 162 may be held or guided in its movement by one or

more guide slits 163 of any suitable shape.

[00075] The bound component may comprise a plurality of pages attached thereto
along with one or more internal dividers 170 as shown in Figures 25A - 25D. The one or
more internal dividers may be about the same size as the front and or back cover as shown in
Figure 25A. The one or more internal dividers may be smaller than the front and/or back
covers as shown in Figures 25B — 25D. The one or more internal dividers may be a third of
the size of the front and/or back covers as shown in Figures 25B and 25C, or smaller as
shown in Figure 25D. The one or more internal dividers may be attached to the bound
component along a bound edge as shown in Figures 25A and 25B. If the internal dividers are
initially separate from the bound component, attachment to the bound component may be by
any suitable means such as stapling, gluing, welding, stitching, riveting, and the like.
Alternately the internal dividers may be created as a part of the bound component, such as a
part of one or both covers, and attached thereto by folding or creasing. The one or more
internal dividers may be attached to the bound component along a free edge as shown in
Figures 25C and 25D; these dividers may be foldably or hingedly attached to the bound
component by any suitable means and may be formed from the same piece of material or
from a separate piece of material. Any of the dividers described may be formed from the
same material as other parts of the bound component, or may be formed separately and
attached later. The one or more internal dividers may have one or more identification tabs.

The one or more identification tabs may be optionally deployable.

[00076] The bound component may be similar to a traditional file folder. Such a
component may have a pocket attached thereto to hold loose papers. Said pocket may be
removable using such attachment means such as hook and loop fastener; removable adhesive;

or other suitable materials. Said pocket may contain gussets along the side or bottom.
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[00077] It is to be understood that many of these contemplated features would apply
to a traditional file folder as well. As shown in Figures 26A-26B, in such a design the
extension panel 222 may serve as additional security to retain papers in a folder 220. Such a
folder may have a plurality of pages bound to it. The extension panel 222 may serve as a
security flap and may have information printed on it such as a to-do list, calendar, or any of
the other features discussed herein or similar to those suggested herein. The extension panel
222 may have post it notes on the surface as shown. The extension panel may be moved from
an open or extended position as shown in Figure 26A, to a closed position as shown in Figure

26B. A tab 224 may be provided adjacent to the extension panel 222.

[00078] While certain embodiments are described herein as “bound” components
having pages bound therein, for example with pages held by binding mechanism 122 as
shown in Figures 10, 11, 13, 15, and 18, it should be understood that some of the
embodiments would also be useful to hold unbound pages therein. For example, the folder
structures shown in Figures 9 through 26B may hold pages even if a binding mechanism such
as binding mechanism 122 is not provided. The internal dividers 170 of Figures 25A-25D
may be used for dividing either bound or unbound pages, and the extension panel 22 of
Figures 26A-26B may be used with either bound or unbound pages. For instances where
pages are not bound to the components, the components may be provided either with loose

papers, or with no papers at all.

[00079] Having described the inventions in detail herein, it will be apparent that
modifications and variations thereof are possible without departing from the scope of the
inventions. It is to be understood that the bound component modifications and variations
discussed herein could be used interchangeably with the various bound components described

throughout this application.
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CLAIMS

1. A bound component comprising:
a front cover;
a rear cover;
a spine, wherein the spine connects the front cover to the rear cover;
one or more binding mechanisms; and

one or more binder extensions.

2. The bound component of claim 1 wherein the binding mechanism is attached to the

inside of the rear cover.

3. The bound component of claim 2 wherein the binder extension is attached to the front
cover.
4. The bound component of claim 1, wherein the binder extension is parallel to the

binding mechanism.

5. The bound component of claim 1 wherein the binding mechanism is a ring binder.

6. The bound component of claim 5 wherein the binding mechanism is attached to the

rear cover and the binder extension is attached to the front cover.

7. The bound component of claim 1, wherein the front cover, rear cover, spine, and

binder extension are comprised of vinyl material.

8. The bound component of claim 1 wherein the one binder extension is attached to the

front cover.

9. The bound component of claim 8, wherein the binder extension is attached to the front

cover using heat sealing.
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10. A bound component comprising:

one or more covers having an inside and an outside portion;

a spine;

one or more binding mechanisms; and

one or more external pockets and one or more closure flaps, wherein the one or more
external pockets and the one or more external closure flaps are affixed to the outside of the
one or more covers, and further wherein the one or more closure flaps are removably attached

to the one or more external pockets.

11.  The bound component of claim 10, wherein the external pocket is expandable.

12. The bound component of claim 10, wherein the one or more covers includes a front

cover and a rear cover.

13. The bound component of claim 12, wherein the front cover, rear cover, spine and the

one or more external pockets are comprised of vinyl material.

14.  The bound component of claim 12, wherein the external pocket is affixed to the front

cover by heat sealing.

15.  The bound component of claim 12, wherein the closure flap is affixed to the front

cover via heat sealing.

16.  The bound component of claim 10, wherein the closure flap is removably attached to

the external pocket.

17.  The bound component of claim 10, wherein the closure flap is attached to the external

pocket using a hook and loop fastener.

18. A bound component comprising:
a front cover and a rear cover connected by a spine;

one or more binding mechanisms;
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one or more external pockets; and

one or more closure flaps, wherein the one or more external pockets are heat sealed to
the front cover and the one or more closure flaps are heat sealed to the front cover; and
wherein the one or more closure flaps are removably affixed to the one or more external

pockets.

19. A bound component said bound component comprising:

two or more covers and a spine, wherein said one or more covers comprises one or
more bound edges and one or more free edges, further wherein said one or more
covers comprises one or more folder tabs extending from one or more free edges, and
wherein said one or more covers has a bound edge that is attached to the spine and
wherein a plurality of pages containing two or more pages are bound to the bound

component by a binding mechanism.

20.  The bound component of claim 19 wherein said plurality of pages are bound to the
spine.

21.  The bound component of claim 19 wherein the binding mechanism comprises staples.
22. The bound component of claim 19, wherein the plurality of pages includes at least one
lined page.

23.  The bound component of claim 19, wherein the plurality of pages includes at least one
graph page.

24. The bound component of claim 19, wherein the plurality of pages includes at least one
margin.

25.  The bound component of claim 24, wherein the margin contains calendar indicia.

26.  The bound component of claim 24, wherein said the margin contains one or more of

the following information spots: date, time, meeting attendees, location, topic, meeting topic,

class, subject matter, and/or page number.

27.  The bound component of claim 24, wherein the margin is located on the right side of

the plurality of pages.
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28.  The bound component of claim 19, wherein the plurality of pages includes at least one

page with a right margin.

29.  The bound component of claim 19, wherein the plurality of pages includes at least one

personal record sheet.

30.  The bound component of claim 19, wherein the plurality of pages includes two to five
pages.

31.  The bound component of claim 19, wherein the plurality of pages includes six to ten
pages.

32. The bound component of claim 19, wherein the plurality of pages includes eleven to
twenty pages.

33.  The bound component of claim 19, further comprising one or more dividers that are

bound to the bound component.

34.  The bound component of claim 19, wherein the one or more covers comprises one or

more pockets.

35.  The bound component of claim 34, wherein the front cover comprises one or more
pockets.
36.  The bound component of claim 19, wherein the bound component has one or more

additional sides attached.

37.  The bound component of claim 33, wherein the dividers are attached to a bound edge

of the bound component, and the dividers cover less than half the area of the page.

38.  The bound component of claim 33, wherein the dividers are attached to a free edge of

the bound component, and the dividers cover less than half the area of the page.

39. A bound component said bound component comprising:

a plurality of pages bound together, the plurality of pages having a first surface and a

opposite second surface; and

a pocket attached to one of said first and second surfaces.
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40. A file folder comprising:

two or more covers connected by a spine, wherein one of said covers comprises at least one

view slit and at least one guide slit; and
a card sized to slidably move through said view slit;

wherein said guide slit holds or guides the card.

41. A bound component said bound component comprising:

two or more covers and a spine, wherein said one or more covers comprises one or
more bound edges and one or more free edges, and wherein said one or more covers

has an edge that is attached to the spine; and
one or more dividers that are bound to the bound component.

42.  The bound component of claim 41, wherein the bound component has one or more

additional sides attached.

43.  The bound component of claim 41, wherein the dividers are attached to a bound edge
of the bound component, and at least one divider has an area less than half the area of at least

one of the covers.

44.  The bound component of claim 41, wherein the dividers are attached to a free edge of
the bound component, and at least one divider has an area less than half the area of the at

least one of the covers.

45.  The bound component of claim 41, wherein said one or more covers comprises one or

more folder tabs extending from one or more free edges.

24



PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

1/35




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

2/35




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

3/35




WO 2010/151545 PCT/US2010/039512

20

Fig. 3B




WO 2010/151545 PCT/US2010/039512

5/35
O
N
©
A\
<t _
h {
S~ \
% &
[QV

22
{

18
AN

e

G\ /

Fig. 3C




WO 2010/151545 PCT/US2010/039512

<
0
//
Q\
#
(@
o
o
o
= S



WO 2010/151545 PCT/US2010/039512

7735

16

23
20

18

22

Fig. 3E



PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

8/35

MW N e St 5




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

97/35




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

10/35




PCT/US2010/039512

11/ 35

£7 T

VURRMIVEVERS et
e ARARCAS

T cemoann
AR TAn
AR

‘3{"‘@‘“_




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

12 /35




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

13/35

q

oy

25

FIG. 8B



PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

14 /35

Bii

\\\\*.

Ok

T,




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

15/35




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

16 /35

e g,




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

17735

N g v
\\! 33.55}535#.&"\




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

18 /35

A7/

.;...5».,...?.. ..zf.,.\.\

it

£l "Bid



PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

19 /35




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

20/35




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

21/35

giL




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

22 /35




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

@

3

23/35

2 m.\\\x
23

e
g

P
Gopsers
ot
et
o ]
1
]
?
4
H
i
] §
i i
[ 3
3 :
4 4
i H
i :
H “
H %
4 i
4 4
J
[
=1
7
H
:
4
s
/
i
J
G
i
¢
[
[T
i
i
;
i,
2
;
T 4
. i
Q P 7
539
foer
1
/
5
7
f
[
H
z
. ;
7 7
[
H 4 H
1 L /
4 4 :
(| i I
I3 4 b
: H :
i i 1
: H H
: ; :
[ : i
7
i ; :
} f :
o i H
rr 5ok H
P ' 7 7
o ; R ¥
P ; : ,
§ f o H T ;
2 H -
v 5 e “
4 ”
1 I
5 *
1
s
;
e,
f
H
H
i
i

IR RIRRRRNNS

R

R

ALY

N

N

A,

I

N

A SN

N e

b
H
H
H
H
:
H
i
H
£
H
;
z
H
H
;
]
H
H
H
H
;
, H
s ?
] H
£ H
b4 H
; H
H
H
;
4
H



PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

24 /35

PR

oos



PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

25/35

N



PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

26/35




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

27735




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

28/35

gLt

pel

N




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

29/35

OLi




PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

30/35




WO 2010/151545 PCT/US2010/039512

31/35

170

FIG. 25A



PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

32/35

0

L

|

dgc Ol



FIG. 25C

WO 2010/151545

33/35

PCT/US2010/039512

NN
N A
SIS )

170



WO 2010/151545 PCT/US2010/039512

FIG. 25D



PCT/US2010/039512

WO 2010/151545

35/35

0cc

d9¢ Old

0cc

V9¢ Ol



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No.
PCT/US 10/39512

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
IPC(8) - B42F 13/00 (2010.01)
USPC - 402/75

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B.  FIELDS SEARCHED

IPC (8) - B42F 13/00 (2010.01)
USPC - 402/75

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

USPC - 402/60, 73-74,76-78, 80R

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

paper trifold bookmark

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
PUBWEST (PGPB,USPT,USOC,EPAB,JPAB) Terms - ring binder pocket pouch ultrasonic heat accordion expand pleat pocket outside

Google - folder file ring binder expandable-pocket; folder notebooks trifold file ring binder

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
X US 6,371,679 B1 (PELEMAN) 16 April 2002 (16.04.2002), col 2, In 35-44; col 3, in 6-10; FIG. 6 1-6, 8

Y 7.9

X US 6,659,675 B2 (REW) 09 December 2003 (09.12.2003), co! 5, In 61-65; col 6, In 19-36; co! 7, 19-37, 3943, 45
- In 8-11; FIG. 1, FIG. 8, FIG. 13, FIG. 23 -

Y 38, 44

X US 5,954,170 A (CHISHOLM) 21 September 1999 (21.09.1999), col 2, In 39-48: col 3, In 49-64; | 10-12, 16-17
FIGS. 5-6

Y 13-15, 18

Y US 4,629,349 A (PITTS) 16 December 1986 (16.12.1986), col 3, In 9-22; 7,9, 13,38, 44
Y US 2006/0039745 A1 (MENDERS) 23 February 2006 (23.02.2006), paras {0016)-[0017], FIG. 4 | 14-15, 18

Y US 5,711,627 A (Chapman) 27 January 1998 (27.01.1998), entire document, especially 40

D Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

[

* Special categories of cited documents:

“A” document defining the general state of the art which is not considered
to be of particular relevance

“E” earlier application or patent but published on or after the international
filing date

“L”  document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other
special reason (as specified)

“0” document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other
means

“P”  document published prior to the international filing date but later than
the priority date claimed

later document published after the international filing date or priority
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand
the principle or theory underlying tEc invention

“X” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

“Y” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&” document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the international search

03 August 2010 (03.08.2010)

Date of mailing of the international search report

19 AUG 2010

Name and mailing address of the ISA/US

Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US, Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Facsimile No. s571-273-3201

Authorized officer:
Lee W. Young

PCT Helpdesk: 571-272-4300
PCT OSP: 571-272-7774

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 2009)




	Page 1 - front-page
	Page 2 - front-page
	Page 3 - description
	Page 4 - description
	Page 5 - description
	Page 6 - description
	Page 7 - description
	Page 8 - description
	Page 9 - description
	Page 10 - description
	Page 11 - description
	Page 12 - description
	Page 13 - description
	Page 14 - description
	Page 15 - description
	Page 16 - description
	Page 17 - description
	Page 18 - description
	Page 19 - description
	Page 20 - description
	Page 21 - description
	Page 22 - claims
	Page 23 - claims
	Page 24 - claims
	Page 25 - claims
	Page 26 - claims
	Page 27 - drawings
	Page 28 - drawings
	Page 29 - drawings
	Page 30 - drawings
	Page 31 - drawings
	Page 32 - drawings
	Page 33 - drawings
	Page 34 - drawings
	Page 35 - drawings
	Page 36 - drawings
	Page 37 - drawings
	Page 38 - drawings
	Page 39 - drawings
	Page 40 - drawings
	Page 41 - drawings
	Page 42 - drawings
	Page 43 - drawings
	Page 44 - drawings
	Page 45 - drawings
	Page 46 - drawings
	Page 47 - drawings
	Page 48 - drawings
	Page 49 - drawings
	Page 50 - drawings
	Page 51 - drawings
	Page 52 - drawings
	Page 53 - drawings
	Page 54 - drawings
	Page 55 - drawings
	Page 56 - drawings
	Page 57 - drawings
	Page 58 - drawings
	Page 59 - drawings
	Page 60 - drawings
	Page 61 - drawings
	Page 62 - wo-search-report

