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Be it known that I JOHN WM. TINSTMAN, a, 
citizen of the United States, residing at But 
ler, county of Dekalb, and State of Indiana. 
ha.we imwented certain new and useful Improwe 
ment.S in Machines for Molding Concrete or 
CementBuilding-Blocks, of which the folloW 
ing is a 'Specification. 
My inwrention relates to machines for mold 

ing concrete Or cement building-blockS. 
Machines for accomplishing the molding of 

concrete or cement building-blocks have here 
tofore been more or leSS expensive, large, and 
Of several partS. • 
The object, of the present in wention is the 

prowision of an improwed, inexpensiWe, and 
simple machine for molding cement and con 

and easily manipulated and wherein nowel 
prowision is made for forming any desired de 
sign on the Sides of the block being molded. 
The inwention also contemplates the prO 

· wision of an improwed and Simple core which 
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can be quickly and easily remowed from the 
molded block without injuring the block. " 
The imwention carries out its contemplated 

objects, according to the most perfect em 
bodiment Of the dewice which I have at this 
time conceiwed by the prOwision of a base on 
which the building-block is to be molded, a, 
mold-box consisting of an Open frame com 
prising sides and ends Suitably hinged to 
gether, So' that any Side or end can be re 
mowed and another with a different design 
substituted, if desired, said frame or box be 
ing arranged to be opened Out after the block 
has been molded and hawing means for hold-? 
ing the frame together When in use, and a 
core hawing means for raising the same from 
the molded block at a plurality of points, so 
that it is extracted ewenly, and thus tearing 
of the block is obwiated. 
In the accompanying draWiugS, Figure 1 is' 

a plan wieW. R'ig. 2 is a longitudinal Section. 
F'ig. 8 is a perspectiwe wiew showing the mold 
box opened out. F'ig. 4 is a detail of one of 
the hingeS of the mold-box, and Fig. 5 is a 
detail of the core. 
The base 1 may be of any desired shape, 

5? and a board may be used and Supported on a 

bench Or trestle at a Suitable height for com 
Wenient Operation of the dewice by the Work 
II08]] · '' • ~ ~ 

The mold· box or frame 2 is composed of 
ends and Sides connected by tWo hinges 8 and 
4 " at each corner, except Where the latch* Or 
fastening 6 is prOwided. The hinges 8 and 4 
at each corner of the frame 2 have their piw 
otal parts in wertical alinement, and a remow 
able pintle 6 paSSes through both upper and 
lower hinges. This construction giwesstrength 
and at the Same time permits rapid and easy 
detachment of the leaves of the hinges, So 
that any Side or end of the frame. can be re 
mowed and replaced by another when it is de 
Sired to Substitute a Side or end hawing a diff 

| ferent design or configuration, for it Will be 
crete building-blocks which can be quickly || understood that the sides and ends may or 

| may not be prOwided With designs or con 
figurations on their inner faces to mold cor 
reSponding designS On the faces of the build 
ing-block. ... Suitable handles 'f are prowided 
for the manipulation. Of the . mold - box. It 
Will be seen that by unlatching the fastener 
5 the mold-box can be Spread Open, as shown 
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in Fig. 8, after the block has been molded ? 
to thus free the block. . . 
The core 8 can be made hollow or solid, as 

preferred, and is of Suitable size to make the 
desired Opening in the building-block. This 
core has parallel openings extending there 
through from tOp to bottom through Which 
loosely pass the legs 9 and 10 of a lifting 
frame, Said legs being connected by a cross 
piece 11. ~ 
The numeral 12designates a turning-handle 

to Which is Secured a ScreW 18, hawing a shoul 
der or mut 14, Secured rigidly thereon, which 
bears against the cross-piece 11, while the 
ScreW 18 paSSes loosely through a hole in the 
crOSS-piece 11 and is detachably engaged by 
ScreW-threads With an internally-threaded nut 
15, Secured tO the core 8. By turning the 
handle 12the legS 9 and 10, which bear against 
the base 1 are made to form a Support for 
the eleWation thereon of the core 8, whereby 
the core is elewated out Of the building-block 
until it is free therefrom, after Which it can 
be lifted out bodily, and it Will be understood 
that the prowision of the plurality of Support 
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ing-legS ewenly distributes the preSSure, So 
that there is no tiliting of the core when being . 
WithdraWn, and hence the building-block is 
not injured. By turning the handle 12 the 
screw 18 turns in the Screw-plate 15 and the 
core 8 is draWn up On the legS 9 and 10. 

lm using the in wention the base 1 is suitably 
Supported on a trestle or other Support at the 
proper height. The mold frame Or box 2 is 
then placed On the base and the core 8 is pO 
sitioned within the mold-box, the parts then 
hawing the relation shown in Fig. 1. The ce 
ment Or concrete is then filled in the mold-box 
around the core and tamped doWn and 
Smoothed Off On top. The bandle 12 is next 
operated tO WithdraW the core, after Which 
the latch 5 is released and the frame straight 
ened out, as shown in Fig. 8, and then placed 
aside, Which leaWes the completed building 
block On the base 1. The base 1 With the 
building-block thereOm, is then remowed to 
Some Suitable place to harden, and a duplicate 
base 1 is used to mold another block accord 
ing tO the foregoing Operation." When it is 
desired to make any desired configuration or 
impression. On the Side or end Of the molded 
block, the giwen side or end is remowed by 
taking Out the pintles from the hinges and 
the desired end or side is substituted. 
Hawing thus described my in wention, what 

l claim aS neW, and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent, is- · 

1. In a machine for molding blocks, the com 
bination With a Solid base, of a mold box or 
frame adapted tO Seat thereOn, a core adapted 
tO rest on Said base Within Said frame, and 
means carried Wholly by the core and extend 
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ing therethrough, said means adapted to en 
gage Said base whereby the core is raised 
therefrOm. ~ 

2. In a machine for molding blocks, the com 
bination with a Solid baSe, of a mold box or 
frame adapted to rest thereOn, a core adapted 
tO rest on Said base Within the frame, legS 
paSSing through the cOre adapted tO engage 
the base, and means coóperating With Said 
legS.Whereby they are forced into engagement 
with the base to raise the core. 

8. In a machine for molding blocks, the com 
bination with a solid base, Of a mOld box Or 
frame adapted to rest thereOn, a core adapted 
tO rest on Said base Within the frame, legS 
passing through the cOre adapted to engage 
the base, and a screw threaded in the core and 
codyperating With said legs whereby the core 
is raised from the base. 

4. In a machine for molding blocks, the com 
bination With a Solid base, Of a mold box or 
frame adapted tO rest on Said base, a core haW 
ing an aperture adapted to rest on Said base 
Within the frame, a plurality of legs passing 
through Said COre and connected by a crOSS 
piece, a threaded plate Secured to the core 
and cOwering Said aperture, and a hand-ScreW 
journaled in the crOSS-piece and Screwing into 
said plate, whereby the legs are forced into 
engagement With the base tO raise the core. 

In testimony Whereof I hereunto affix my 
Signature in presence of tWO WitneSSeS. 

JOHN WM. THNSTMAN. 
Witnesses: 

W. S. MAXWELL, 
THOMAS RUDD. 
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