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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN M. OVERPECK, OF GRATIS, OHIO.

IMPROVEMENT IN PORTABLE FENCES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 157,214, dated November 24, 1874; application filed
August 18, 1874,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoaN M. OVERPECK,
of Gratis,in the county of Preble and in the
State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Fences; and do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon, mak-
ing a part of this specification.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of a portable
suspension-fence, as will be hereinafter more
tully set forth. ) )

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe its
construction and operation, referring to the an-
nexed drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my fence.
Fig. 21s a plan view, and Fig. 3 an end view,
of the same.

The panels of my fence are each composed
of a series of horizontal boards, A A, se-
cured to uprights B B at the ends, said up-
rights extending a suitable distance above the
top board. In the center of the fence-panel
is secured an upright batten, C, extending
flush with the upper edge of the top board
and lower edge of the bottom board of the
panel.

The top of the fence-panel is provided with
a horizontal brace, D, on each side, the ends
of said braces being fastened to the top board,
and their centers sprung outward, as shown
at Fig. 2, one by passing on the outside of the
batten C, and the other by passing on the out-
side of a block, &, inserted between it and the
top board.

The top board of the fence-panel may be
dispensed with, and the braces D D sprung
outward in the center by means of blocks in-
serted between them, the ends of said braces
being in that case secured to the end uprights
B B. This arrangement of braces strengthens
the fence-panel, and’ renders it firm and dur-
able. '

The fence - panels thus constructed, are
locked at each end to two braces, E E, which
cross each other mnear their upper ends, by
means of a clamp or stirrup, b, passing around
the cross, and straddle the uprights B of two
adjoining panels. A link or slotted bar,-d, is
then passed over the ends of the stirrup b,
and wedge-shaped pins ¢ e passed through
holes or mortises in the ends of the stirrup,
whereby all the parts are firmly locked to-
gether. A pin, b, is passed through the up-
per ends of the adjacent uprights B immedi-
ately above the stirrup b, for additional se-
curity. The braces or legs E B are held in
the desired position by means of a cross-bar,
G, which is provided with a series of notches,
@ @, in its upper edge to receive the boards of
the panels nextaboveit, the ends of the cross-
bar being then fastened to the legs. By the
means of these notches the fence may be
easily adjusted to sidling or uneven ground,
and the cross-bar may be fastened in different
holes on the legs to adjust the fence to the
ground on which it is being set.

By using only the two top boards of each
panel, a cheap and economical fence can be
made for the purpose of turning cattle. A pal-
ing fence may also be constructed and sup-
ported in the same manner.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The combination, with the posts B B, of two
fence-panels, and the crossed braces B I of the
spring-stirrup b, with eyes in each end, the
loop d passing over the ends of the stirrup,
the detachable keys ee¢, and pin &, all sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 10th day of
July, 1874.

JOHN M. OVERPECK.

Witnesses:
A. STIVER,
SAMUEL MILLER.




