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1. 
This invention relates to combination tools of 

the type wherein a plurality of material cutters 
are combined in a single tool with provision 
made for the selective use of the cutters. More 
particularly, the tool conprising the present in 
vention is employed for use by wall paper hang 
ers and interior decorators for cutting wallpaper, 
wall coverings or other analogous sheet materials. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a 
paper-cutting tool having a handle structure 
formed to support a rotary cutting disk and a 
slidable cutting blade, and Whereia the handle 
structure carries a thumb-actuated latching 
means for positively retaining the blade With its 
cutting edges inactively retracted within the pe 
riphery of the disk, or in an active position in 
..which the cutting edges of the blade project be 
yond the peripheraledge of the disk. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a combination tool. Wherein all of the uSual pro 
cedures necessary for cutting Wall paper may be 
accomplished with a Single tool in contra 
distinction to the employment of a plurality of 
separate tools, and wherein any one thereóf may 
become lost or misplaced, producing delays in 
the cutting of wall paper and inconveniencing the 
paper hanger. ?? 
A further object is to produce a device of this 

character which is economical to manufacture 
and one which is easy to use. 
A still further object is to provide a tool in the 

use of which the customary procedures now em 
ployed inwallpaper cutting are exactly the same, 
thereby eliminating any necessity for the op 
erator learning a new procedure. 

Still a further object of the invention is to 
provide a cutting tool wherein all the parts 
thereof are at all times maintained in assembled 
relationship, avoiding the use of Wing nuts and 
other removable securing means which are apt to 
become lost, loosened or displaced. 
Other objects and advantages Will be apparent 

from a consideration of the following descrip 
tion and the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the con 
bination cutting tool forming the present inven 
tion, and disclosing the cutting disk of the tool 
when positioned for active use; 

Fig. 2 is a similar view with parts of the tool 
broken away and shown in croSS section to dis 
close underlying structure. In this figure, the 
cutting blade of the tool is disclosed in its pro 
jected position for active use. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical view taken 

O 
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through the tool on the plane indicated by the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a transverse horizontal sectional view 
on the plane indicated by the line 4-4 of Fig.1; 

Fig. 5 is a group view showing in perspective 
the cutting blade of the tool and its associated 
spring latch. . . 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
the numeral 6 designates the handle structure 
of my improved paper-cutting tool in its entirety. 
In this instance, the handle structure embodies 
a gripping section 7 from the lower end of which, 
as viewed in the drawings, there projects a pair 
of stationary cutter-supporting bars 8 and 9. Be 
tween these bars there is positioned a spring 
latch 0, the latter having its upper end riveted 
or otherwise fastened, as at , between the ad 
joining ends 12 of the bars 8 and 9, which are 

20 
held in a socket 3 provided longitudinally and 
axially in the lower end of the gripping section 
I. A sleeve or ferrule 4 may surround the lower 
end of the section 7 to strengthen and rein 
force the Same. 

The lower or Outer ends of the bars 8 and 9 
carry a headed screw 5, the shank of the lat 
ter Serving as the axial support for a rotatable 
cutting disk 6, the latter having a peripherally 
disposed beveled cutting edge 7. The shank of 

... the screw 5 is positioned in an elongated slot 
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.8 provided in a slidable cutting blade 9 which 
;is mounted for longitudinal movement relative 
to and between the bars 8 and 9. By moving the 
cutting blade longitudinally, it is adapted to be 
projected from an inactive position, shown in 
Fig. 1 to its active position shown in Fig. 2, so 
that the V-shaped cutting edges 2 on the lower 
or outer end of the blade may be projected from 
a position. Within the periphery of the cutting 
disk to a position beyond the peripheral edge of 
said disk. 
To control the movement of the cutting blade, 

and to latch the Sane in both its retracted and 
projected positions, the upper end of the cut 
ting blade carries a laterally extending stud 
formed With a shank 2 and a head 22. The 
shank 2 is mounted for sliding movement in a 
slot 23 formed in the Supporting bar 8, and the 
head 22 is arranged on the Outer Surface of the 
bar 8 SO that it may be engaged by the thumb 
of the tool operator. The stud is also provided 
with an axial passage for the slidable reception 
of a headed pin 24, the inner end of this pin 
being in engagement with the free end of the 
Spring latch 0. By reference to Fig. 5, it, Will 
be noted that the spring latch is provided with 
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a pair of laterally spaced lugs 25 which are re 
ceivable in spaced pairs of notches 26 and 27 
formed in the side edges of the cutting blade 9. 
To project the blade 9 from its inactive posi 

tion in Fig. 1 to its active position in Fig. 2, the 
operator of the tool applies thumb pressure to 
the headed end of the pin 24, which flexes the 
free end of the latch 0 to disengage the lugs 25 
thereof from the lower pair of notches 27. Con 
tinued application of finger pressure then moves 
the released cutting blade a distance governed 
by the length of the slots f8 and 23 and when 

10 

this limit of outward movement is reached the 
upper pair of notches 26 in said blade will be 
aligned with the latch lugs 25, the latter enter I5 
ing the notches 26 to retain positively the pro- . 
jected position of the blade. This permits the 
cutting blade to be used freely in wall paper cut 
ting operations, particularly in room corners and 
Without interference on the part of the cutting 
disk S. Likewise when the blade is retracted, 
the normal cutting action of the disk f G may be 
exercised, particularly in the cutting of wallpaper 
on the flat Wall Surfaces between room corners. 

It will be noted that the cutting tool is self 
Contained and does not involve the employment 
of Separable parts such as wing nuts or the like 
in maintaining the cutting instrumentalities in 
their positions of relative adjustment. 

I claim: 
1. A cutting tool comprising a handle; a longi 

tudinally extending slotted bar projecting rigidly 
and fixedly from one end of said handle; a fiat 
blade having inner and outer ends, the outer end 
of Said blade being formed with cutting edges; a 
Stud carried by and projecting laterally from the 
inner end of Said blade; said stud having a shank 
portion and an outer headed portion; the shank 
portion being Slidably received in the slot of Said 
bar and the headed portion of said stud being 
disposed exteriorly and at one side of said bar 
for blade-sliding manipulation; a leaf spring hay 
ing an inner end Secured to said bar and an 
outer resiliently movable end terminating in con 
tacting registry with said stud; a spring-flexing 
plunger slidably carried by said Stud for engage 
ment with the outer end of Said Spring; and in 
terengaging blade-holding means formed with 
said spring and blade; said means being engaged 
by flexing movement of the leaf spring in one 
direction to hold said blade against longitudinal 
movement relative to said bar and released by 
manual actuation of said plunger thereby flex 
ing said spring in an opposite direction. 
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2. In a wall paper cutting tool of the type hav 

ing a handle structure, cutter-Supporting frame 
bars extending rigidly outwardly from one end of 
the handle structure, one of Said frame bars 
being formed with a longitudinal slot, an axle 
carried by said bars adjacent to their outer ends, 
a cutter disk rotatably mounted én said axle with 
its peripheral edge projecting beyond said bars; 
a flat longitudinally disposed cutting blade hav 
ing a V-shaped cutting end, Said blade being 
slidably arranged for longitudinal movement be 
tween the frame bars of said tool adjacent one 
side of said cutter disk; said blade being formed 
with a longitudinally disposed slot through which 
the bar carried axle extends; the body of said 
blade being provided at longitudinally spaced in 
tervals along the side edges thereof with trans 
versely aligned inner and outer sets of notches; 
a manually engageable laterally projecting stud 
mounted on the inner end of said blade, said stud 
being slidably received in the slot formed in one 
of said frame bars for use in imparting longi 
tudinal sliding movement to Said blade in extend 
ing and retracting the V-shaped cutting end 
thereof with respect to the outer peripheral edge 
of said disk; a resilient arm Secured at one end 
to said handle structure and having its opposite 
flexible end movably arranged between Said bars; 
a single set of spaced laterally directed lugs 
formed on said arm, said lugs being selectively 
engageable with the inner and Outer Sets of blade 
notches, thereby locking the blade against longi 
tudinal sliding movement with respect to said 
bars; and manually Operated means passing 
through said stud and engaged with said arm for 
resiliently flexing the latter and removing said 
lugs from Said notches in releasing said blade 
for longitudinal sliding movement. 
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