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1. 

This invention relates to a novel construction 
of toy to provide education and amusement to 
children and has for its primary object to provide 
a toy by the use of which a child may readily 
learn the alphabet and also learn to spell, read 
and form the letters of the alphabet. 
More particularly, it is an aim of the present 

invention to provide a word forming toy includ 
ing stencil type movable letters by means of 
which words may be formed and thereafter writ 
ten utilizing the letters as a guide. 

Still a further object of the invention is to pro 
wide a toy of extremely simple construction hav 
ing means for locking the letters in predeter 
mined positions while being utilized to form Words 
and as Writing stencils, 
Warious other objects and advantages of the 

invention will hereinafter become more fully ap 
parent from the following description of the 
drawing, illustrating a presently preferred em 
bodiment thereof, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary top plan view of the 
game apparatus; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal Sectional view there 
of taken substantially along a plane as indicated 
by the line 2-2 of Figure 1, 

Figure 3 is a cross Sectional view thereof taken 
Substantially along a plane as indicated by the 
line 3-3 of Figure i; 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal Sectional view of one 
end of the toy apparatus taken substantially 
along a plane as indicated by the line 4-4 of 
Figure 1; 

Figure 5 is a plan view of the removable card 
holder; 

Figure 6 is an enlarged perspective view of one 
of the movable letter units, and 

Figure 7 is an enlarged sectional view thereof 
taken Substantially along a plane as indicated 
by the line 7-7 of Figure 6. 

Referring more specifically to the drawing, the 
word forming apparatus in its entirety is desig 
nated generally 8 and includes an elongated rela 
tively wide letter supporting plate or member 
9 Which is adapted to be Supported in an elevated 
position by means of depending Supporting legs 
0 which are Secured to the ends thereof. The 

plate 9, which is relatively thick as illustrated in 
Figures 2 to 4, is provided with a longitudinally 
extending slot which extends from near One 
end thereof to a point spaced from its opposite 
end and which connects with the inner ends of 
a plurality of transverse slots 2 which extend 
laterally therefrom to adjacent the side edges 
of the plate 9. The plate 9 is provided with at 
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2 
least twenty-six lateral slots 2, one for each let 
ter of the alphabet and may be provided with 
a greater number of said slots in order to pro 
vide for duplication of certain of the most con 
mon letters used in the Spelling of Words. Only 
six of the slots 2 have been illustrated in the 
drawing wherein the plate 9 is shown broken 
away. The upper Surface of the plate 9 at the 
outer end of each transverse slot 2 is provided 
with a recess or depression 3. The upper Sur 
face of the plate 9, between each side edge there 
of and the adjacent depression 3 is inscribed 
with a letter of the alphabet, as indicated at 
4, to provide a guide for indicating the correct 

letter to be positioned in the adjacent depression 
3, as will hereinafter become apparent. 
The end of the plate 9, remote to the slots 2 

and depressions f3, is provided with an elongated 
depression 5 in its upper surface, which extends 
longitudinally thereof and which is centrally dis 
posed with respect to the slot . The plate 9 
is provided with a longitudinal slot 6 formed 
in the depression 5, near one longitudinal edge 
thereof and which is offset with respect to the 
longitudinal slot . An oblique slot 7, which 
likewise extends through the depression 5, con 
nects the adjacent ends of the slots and 6. 
The longitudinal edge of the slot 6, located 
nearest the adjacent edge of the depression 5, is 
provided with longitudinal spaced depressions 8, 
in the embodiment of the invention as illustrated, 
three of said notches 8 being shown. The under 
surface of the plate 9, adjacent and partially un 
derlying the depression 5, is thickened as Seen 
at 9 and is recessed to provide a relatively long 
and wide socket 20 which opens outwardly of the 
end of the plate 9, disposed adjacent the depres 
sion 5. The depression 5 is provided with an 
elongated longitudinally extending opening 2 
which is laterally spaced from its slot 6 and 
which opens into the socket 20 and the upper 
surface of the plate 9, adjacent the depression 
5, is provided with an elongated opening 22 

which likewise opens into said socket 20. 
An elongated card holder 23 is provided with 

a recessed card receiving upper surface 24 and 
has an outer end 25 which is internally recessed 
to provide a socket 26 which opens into the ad 
jacent end of the card receiving receSS 24. An 
elongated card 21 is removably disposed in the 
recess 24 and has one end engaging in the Socket 
26, said card 27 having indicia suitably applied, 
preferably to each side thereof, one side of which 
preferably comprising the picture 28 of a simple 
object, here illustrated as a top and the other 
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Side preferably likewise including a picture of a 
top and also the letters spelling the word “top,' 
not shown. It will be readily understood that 
any number of cards 2 containing different in 
dicia. Such as pictures of different objects and 
letters of the word designating such objects may 
be provided and which are selectively applied to 
the card holder 23 With either Side uppermost 
While the card holder is removed as seen in Fig 
ure 5. The card holder 23 is then slipped into 
the Socket 20 as illustrated in Figures 3 and 4 
so that a portion of the card 27 containing the 
indicia 28 will be visible through the opening 22 
While another, blank portion of the card Will be 
exposed beneath the Opening 2. 
Each of the depressions 3 contains a letter 

block 29 which is preferably square and in which 
a block type letter 30, corresponding to the letter 
4, designating said depression 3, is cut through 

the block Similar to a stencil. The letters 39 
are located adjacent the upper edges of the blocks 
29 When Said blocks are disposed in their normal 
positions on the plate 9 or in the depressions 3 
or 5. A stem 3 extends downwardly from each 
block 29 adjacent its opposite, bottom edge and 
is spaced from the portion of the block contain 
ing the letter 30. A Smaller retaining flange 32 
is Secured to the lower end of the Stem 3 and 
is Spaced from the block 29. The Stem 3 of 
each block 29 has a restricted Shank 33 which 
extends upwardly through and is Suitably an 
chored in the block 29 and which is provided at 
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4. 
the Word 'TOP.' The card holder 23 is then 
replaced and as the side edge of the socket 29, 
located adjacent the slot f6, is open, as seen in 
Figure 3, and as the contiguous side edge of the 
card holder 23 extends partially into the slot 6, 
Said Side edge will be disposed against the stems 
3 to prevent said stems from being laterally dis 
placed out of the notches 8 to thereby effectively 
anchor the three letter blocks 29 in the depression 
5 and to hold said letter blocks against sliding 
movement while the Stencil letters 30 thereof 
are utilized as a guide by the child who inserts 
the point of a pencil therethrough for forming 
the letters on the portion of the card 27 which 
is disposed beneath the opening 2 . To assist the 
child in this forming of the letters, the upper 
surfaces of the letter blocks 23 are preferably 
provided with upstanding ridges forming borders 
35 around the slots constituting the stencil let 
ters, as best seen in Figure 7. 

It will be readily apparent that the size of 
the plate or board 9 may be varied, as previously 
pointed out, to provide more than one letter block 
for certain letters of the alphabet and the size 
of the depression 5, cardholder 23 and socket 20 
may also be varied for using the apparatus for 
forming words having more than three letters. 

itS upper end. With a head or enlargement fol'ning 
a knob 34, as best seen in Figure 2, which is dis 
posed above and spaced from the block 29. It 
Will be understood that One of the block units 29, 
3, 32 is provided for each depression 3 and slot 
2 and the stems 3 thereof are adapted to slid 
ably engage the slots f 1, 2, 6 and 7 while the 
blocks 29 are intended to slide over the upper : 
Surface of the plate 9 or to rest in their respec 
tive depressions 3 or in the depression 5. The 
flanges 32 are disposed beneath the plate 9 and 
Spaced Sufficiently therefrom to allow the blocks 
29 to be lifted out of the depressions (3 or 5 
and to underlie a portion of the enlargement 9 
When the blocks are disposed in the depression 5 
Without binding engagement therewith. 
The plate 9, legs 0, card holder 23 and the 

parts 29, 3 and 32 may be formed of any suit 
able material preferably plastic. 
ASSuming that the card holder 23 containing 

a card 27 is disposed in the socket 20 and that all 
of the letters are located in their correct depres 
Sions 3, after the child has had an opportunity 
to view the picture 28 the card holder may be 
removed from the socket 20 and the child then 
Selects the correct letters to spell the word rep 
resented by the picture 28. In this case the child 
would first select the letter “T” and by grasping 
the knob 38 associated with the block 29 con 
taining this letter would lift the block out of the 
depression 3 and by moving it over the upper 
Surface of the plate 9 would cause the stem 3 of 
Said block to slide first through its associated 
branch slot 2 into the slot thence into the 
slot fl and finally along the slot 6 until the 
letter block was disposed at the left hand end of 
the depression f3 and resting therein. The de 
pression 5 is sized so that the block 29 must be 
laterally displaced in order to rest therein and in. 
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So rioving its Stem 3 is positioned in the notch 
f8, as illustrated in dotted lines in Figure 1. The 
other two blocks 29 containing the letters “O'” 

For beginners, the side of the card 27 Spelling 
the word represented by the picture 28 is prefer 
ably disposed uppermost initially to guide the 
child in selecting the correct letter blocks 29 and 
thereafter the other side of the card containing 
only the picture 28 may be employed or Said last 
mentioned side only of the card is employed for 
older children. 

Various modifications and changes are Con 
templated and may obviously be resorted to, with 
out departing from the spirit or Scope of the in 
vention as hereinafter defined by the appended 
claims. 
I claim is my invention: 
1. A toy apparatus for use in teaching read 

ing, spelling and the formation of letters, com 
prising an elongated plate having a longitudi 
nally extending slot and a plurality of trans 
versely extending slots, said longitudinal slot 
having a laterally offset end disposed adjacent 
one end of the plate, said plate having an elon 
gated depression in its upper surface in which 
the laterally offset end of said longitudinal slot 
is disposed and positioned adjacent one longi 
tudinal edge of said depression, said transverse 
Slots having outer closed ends, the upper Surface 
of the plate having letter block receiving de 
pression into which the closed ends of Said trans 
verse slots extend, a block containing a letter nor 
inally disposed in each of said letter block de 
pressions, a stem depending from each letter 
block adjacent one edge thereof, a retaining 
flange secured to the lower end of each stem and 
disposed beneath and substantially parallel to 
the letter block thereof and normally disposed 
beneath and spaced from the under Surface of 
said plate, said letter blocks and flanges each 
being of a length and width greater than the 
width of the slots, said stems being sized to 
loosely engage the slots, each letter block being 
provided with a letter of the alphabet located 
between the stem and the edge of the block dis 
io9sed remote to said stem, said stems being slid 
able in the transverse and longitudinal slots for 
positioning the letter blocks in said longitudinal 
teiongated depression to form Words, and means 
removably mounted in said plate in a visible po 

and "P" are then similarly positioned to spell 75 sition containing indicia representing or corre 
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sponding with the word formed by the letters of 
the blocks disposed in the elongated depression, 
said means including an elongated card holder 
having an upper surface provided with a card 
receiving recess, an indica bearing card remov 
ably disposed in the cord holder recess, a socket 
formed in said plate and opening outwardly of 
the end thereof located adjacent said elongated 
depression and in which the card holder is re 
movably disposed, and said plate having an 
Opening therein for exposing the indica on the 
Card Contained in the card holder when the hold 
er is disposed in said socket. . . 

2. A toy apparatus for use in teaching read 
ing, spelling and the formation of letters, com 
prising an elongated plate having a longitudi 
nally extending slot and a plurality of trans 
versely extending slots, saidongitudinal slot hav 
ing a laterally offset end disposed adjacent one 
end of the plate, said plate having an elongated 
depression in its upper surface in which the 
laterally offset end of said longitudinal slot is 
disposed and positioned adjacent one longitudinal 
edge of Said depression, said transverse slots 
having outer closed ends, the upper surface of 
the plate having letter block receiving depres 
sions into which the closed ends of said trans 
verse slots extend, a block containing a letter 
normally disposed in each of Said letter block 
depressions, a stem depending from each letter 
block adjacent one edge thereof, a retaining 
flange Secured to the lower end of each stem and 
disposed beneath and substantially parallel to 
the letter block thereof and normally disposed 
beneath and Spaced from the under Surface of 
Said plate, said latter blocks and flanges each be 
ing of a length and width greater than the width 
of the slots, said stems being sized to loosely en 
gage the slots, each letter block being provided 
with a letter of the alphabet located between the 
stem and the edge of the block disposed remote 
to said stem, said stems being slidable in the 
transverse and longitudinal slots for positioning 
the letter blocks in Said longitudinal elongated 
depression to form Words, and means removably 
mounted in said plate in a visible position con 
taining indicia, representing or corresponding with 
the word formed by the letters of the blocks dis 
posed in, the elongated denression, said means in 
cluding an elongated card holder having an upper 
Surface provided with a card receiving recess, an 
indicia bearing card removably disposed in the 
card holder recess, a socket formed in said plate 
and opening outwardly of the end thereof lo 
cated adjacent said elongated depression and in 
which the card holder is removably disposed, and 
said plate having an opening therein for exposing 
the indicia. On the card contained in the card 
holder when the holder is disposed in said socket, 
said letter blocks having slots cut therein form 
ing stencil type letters, said elongated depres 
sion having an opening therein spaced from the 
offset portion of the longitudinal slot beneath 
which another, blank portion of the card is dis 
posed and Over which the stencil letters of the 
blocks, contained in Said elongated depression 
are positioned whereby the letters may be in 
scribed on the blank portion of the card with a 
writing implement utilizing the stencil letters as 
a guide. 

3. A toy apparatus for use in teaching read 
ing, spelling and the formation of letters, com 
prising an elongated plate having a longitudi 
nally extending slot and a plurality of trans 
versely extending slots, Said longitudinal slot 
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6 
having a laterally offset end disposed adjacent 
One end of the plate, said plate having an elori 
gated depression in its upper surface in which 
the laterally offset end of said longitudinal Slot 
is disposed and positioned adjacent one longi 
tudinal edge of said depression, said transverse 
slots having outer closed ends, the upper surface 
of the plate having letter block receiving depress 
Sion into which the closed ends of said transverse 
slots extend, a block containing a letter normally 
disposed in each of said letter block depressions, 
a stem depending from each letter block adja 
cent one edge thereof, a retaining flange secured 
to the lower end of each stem and disposed be 
neath and substantially parallel to the letter 
block thereof and normally disposed beneath and 
spaced from the under surface of said plate, said 
letter blocks and flanges each being of a length 
and width greater than the width of the slots, 
Said stems being sized to loosely engage the slots, 
each letter block being provided with a letter of 
the alphabet located between the stem and the 
edge of the block disposed remote to said stem, 
Said stem being slidable in the transverse and 
longitudinal Slots for positioning the letter blocks 
in said longitudinal elongated depression to form 
Words, and means removably mounted in said 
plate in a visible position containing indicia rep 
resenting or corresponding with the word formed 
by the letters of the blocks disposed in the elon 
gated depression, said means including an elon 
gated card holder having an upper surface pro 
vided with a card receiving recess, an indicia, 
bearing card removably disposed in the card 
holder recess, a socket formed in said plate and 
Opening OutWardly of the end thereof located 
adjacent Said elongated depression and in which 
the card holder is removably disposed, and said 
plate having an opening therein for exposing the 
indicia on the card contained in the card holder 
when the holder is disposed in said socket, said 
letter blocks having slots cut therein forming 
Stencil type letters, said elongated depression 
having an opening therein spaced from the offset 
portion on the longitudinal slot beneath which 
another, blank portion of the card is disposed 
and over which the stencil letters of the blocks, 
contained in said elongated depression are posi 
tioned whereby the letters may be inscribed on 
the blank portion of the card with a writing im 
plement utilizing the stencil letters as a guide, 
Said elongated depression having notches open 
ing into the side edge of the offset portion of the 
longitudinal slot located remote to said last men 
tioned opening to receive portions of the stems 
of the letter blocks disposed in said elongated 
depression, Said card holder having a side edge 
disposed to be engaged by said stems and retain 
ing the stems in said notches to hold the letter 
blocks immobile in the elongated depression while 
the card holder is in an applied position. 

4. A toy or game apparatus comprising a plate 
provided with a plurality of connecting slots in 
cluding a main slot and a plurality of branch 
slots each having an end opening into the main 
slot, a plurality of letter blocks disposed above 
said plate, a stem depending from each letter 
block adjacent one edge thereof slidably engag 
ing one of Said slots, a retaining flange secured 
to the lower end of each stem and disposed be 
neath the plate and combining with the letter 
block connected to said stem for retaining the 
stem in engagement with the slot, each of said 
blocks having a stencil letter disposed between 
the portion connected to the stem and the edge 
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of the letter block disposed remote to the stem, 
said plate having a card receiving socket openin 
outwardly of one end thereof and opening 
through the upper surface of the plate adjacent 
One end of Said main slot, and an indicia bearing 
card removably disposed in said socket having a 
blank portion thereof disposed beneath the 
Stencil letters of the blocks which are located in 
said end of the main slot whereby said stencil 
letters may be used as a guide for a writing im 
plement for forming corresponding letters on 
the blank portion of the indicia bearing card. 

5. An apparatus as in claim 4, said plate hav 
ing a recessed upper Surface into which said end 
of the main slot extends and in which the blocks 
disposed over the indicia, bearing card are 
Seated, and latch means associated with the in 
dicia bearing card for engaging the stems of the 
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letter blocks disposed over said cards for releas 
ably retaining the letter blocks in stationary po 
sitions while the indicia, bearing card is disposed 
in the socket. CAMERON M. RADFORD. 
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