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finger and by removing a tear strip to release the flip top lid to gain access to the contents.
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ABSTRACT

Improvements Relating to Packaging Containers

The invention provides a packaging container which is formed
from a blank of cut and creased sheet material. The container
is rectilinear in nature and is sealed. It has a £lip top 1lid
which is opened by engaging a tear tab with the finger and by

removing a tear strip to release the flip top 1lid to gain
access to the contents.



Improvements Relating to Packaging Containers

This invention relates to a packaging container, and 1in
particular concerns an improved packaging container for
holding tea bags or the like. Although the principle use of
the container will in fact be for holding tea bags which are
held in foil wrappings, the invention is not to be considered
as limited to any specific contents for the container.

The container is formed from cut and creased sheet material
such as cardboard or plastics sheet material, and in
accordance with the invention the sheet material is cut and
creased to form a blank which can be folded into a
rectilinear container having a flip top 1lid which 1is
initially opened by tearing the container along predetermined
lines of weakening so that the lid can be hinged relative to
the remainder of the container, to gain access to the

contents, and wherein part of the blank forms an inner
lining.

The said inner 1lining preferably comprises three panel
sections which lie respectively on the 1inner surfaces of
three walls of an outer case of the container. The outer
case preferably comprises a front wall and rear wall and two
side walls, a base and a top, the top and sections of the
front, rear and side walls defining the 1lid, and wherein
there is a tear strip section in the front wall providing a
finger grip to enable a section to be removed by tearing to

facilitate the opening of the lid relative to the remainder
of the container.

The base is preferably defined by fold over flaps which are

glued together in the erection of the container. The said top
is preferably also defined by a fold over flap.
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The erection of the blank 1nto the contalner comprises the
folding of the 1nner panels and outer panels and the gluing of
same together to form a lay flat sleeve which 1s moved to
erected condition, following which the base 1s formed by
folding and gluing the base flaps, after which the contailner
contents are inserted and finally the top 1s closed by folding
and gluing of the top flaps. The container 1n effect 1is
therefore “sealed” 1n that to open the container requires

tearing of said tear strip and hinging back of the flip top
lid.

The container contents 1in the preferred case comprise tea bags

held in one or more hermetically sealed sleeves typilcally of

flexible metalised plastic film sheet material.

The contaliner may be for holding two of said sealed sleeves of

tea bags side by side.

Although the 1invention 1s primarily concerned with the
container construction as referred to hereln, another aspect
of this 1nvention resides 1n the comblnation of a container
constructed from cut and crease material and containing a
quantity of tea bags held 1n one or more hermetically sealed
wrapplngs, which typically may be of the construction and form
described 1n our co-pending Canadian Patent Application
No.2001353-2. In this aspect of the 1nvention, the outer
container can take any sultable construction and need not be

of the flip top form as described herein.

Accordingly, 1n a further aspect the present 1nvention resides
1n a container formed from cut and creased sheet material and
having contents, the sheet material beiling cut and creased to

form a blank which can be folded i1into the contalner which 1is
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rectilinear and has a flip-top 1lid which 1s 1nlitially opened
by tearing the container along predetermined 1lines of
weakening so that the 1i1id can be hilinged relative to the
remainder of the contalner, to galn access to the contents,
and wherein part of the Dblank forms an 1inner 1lining, and
wherein the contalner comprises an outer case having walls
with i1nner surfaces and the 1nner lining comprises three panel
sections which lie respectively on the 1nner surfaces of three
walls of the outer case o0f the container, and wherein the
outer case comprises a front wall, a rear wall, two side
walls, a base and a top, the top and sections of the front,
rear and side walls defining the 1lid, and wherelin there 1s a
tear strip section in the front wall providing a finger grip
to enable a section to be removed by tearing to facilitate the

opening of the lid relative to the remainder of the container.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

An embodiment of the 1invention will now be described, by way
of example, with reference to the accompanying diagrammatic
drawlngs, whereiln:-

Fig. 1 1s a plan view of the blank erectible 1into the

contalner according to the embodiment of the invention;
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Figs. 2, 3 and 4 show the blank in various stages of folding
to produce the container according to the invention;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the partially erected

container; and

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the fully erected container
after the flip top lid has been opened.

Referring to the drawings, a blank 10 of cardboard material
is cut and creased to the form shown. The crease lines are
shown as double dotted lines, whilst the cut lines are shown

in single full lines.

The blank comprises two main outer panels 12 and 14 which are
respectively front and rear walls of an outer casing of the
finished container, and panels 12 and 14 are of identical
size and are connected by a first side panel 16 by fold lines
18, 20 and a second side panel 22 1is connected to the
opposite edge of panel 12.

To the opposite edge of panel 14 from panel 16 is connected a
section 24 of the blank which folds to form an inner lining
for the finished container. Section 24 is made up of a main
and front panel 26 and side panels 28 and 30 which are
connected to panel 26 by fold lines 32 and 34. In fold line
34 is provided a cut out 36 of the form shown. Section 24 is
connected to panel 14 by a fold line 38.

The section 24 is profiled at the upper edge 40 to the
configuration shown, so as to define a recess 42 in the panel
26, and a wide slot 44 in the top of the panel 28 leaving a
portion 46 defined by a perforated line 48 which passes from
the end of slot 44 across panel 14 through panel 16, and
leads to a finger aperture 50 in panel 12. The finger
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aperture in panel 12 is at the end of a tear strip 52 defined
by slits 54 in the panel 12, and the tear line 48 then
continues from the end of the tear strip 52 along panel 12
and across panel 22. Where the line 48 crosses panels 22 and
16, it is inclined so as to define an appropriate flip top
lid as will be explained hereinafter.

Hinged to the lower sides of the panels 22, 12, 16 and 14 are
base flaps 56, 58, 60 and 62, and top flaps 64, 68, 70 and 72
are hinged to the opposite and top edges of the side panels
22, 12, 16 and 14. The section 46 also has hinged thereto an
extension panel 74.

In order to erect the blank shown in Fig. 1, panel 30
initially is folded about fold line 34 to the position shown
in Fig. 2. In the second stage of erection, the section 24 is
folded about fold line 38 to the position shown in Fig. 3 so
that panel 30 overlies panel 16 as shown in Fig. 3 and
finally panels 12 and 22 are folded about fold line 18 to the
position shown in Fig. 4, so that the panel 12 overlies panel
26 and panel 22 overlies panel 28. The shaded area 76 as
shown in Fig. 3 is glued to the edge of panel 28 which the
shaded area overlies so that in fact as shown in Fig. 4 a lay
flat sleeve is formed which can be erected by pushing the

edges of the sleeve together as indicated by reference 78 in
Fig. 4.

The resulting erected sleeve is shown in Fig. 5.

To close the container, initially the panels 56, 58, 60 and
62 are inwardly folded and glued together to form the base of
the container and then the contents, indicated by reference
80 are placed inside the container thus far erected and the
container finally is closed by folding the flaps 64, 68, 70
and 72 inwardly and gluing same together.
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It is to be noticed that the contents 80 comprise tea bags
contained in a sealed sleeve of the nature described in our
co-pending Patent Application No. 8914372.1, and to gain
access to the contents, the user inserts his finger in the
aperture 50 and grips the end of the tear strip 52 tearing
same from the front panel 12 so that, as shown in Fig. 6, the
lid made up of the top of the container and those portions of
the panels 46, 14, 16, 12 and 64 above the tear line 48, can
be hinged as shown in Fig. 6. In this connection, it 1is
noted that the tear line 48 where it exists in panel 14 is in
fact a fold line which forms a hinge for the 1lid.

The section 24 is shown clearly in Fig. 6 by virtue of its

panels 26, 28 and 30 forms an inner sleeve or casing for the
container contents.

An effective and simple container construction results for

the effective holding of sealed packages of tea bags or the
like.

The applicant reserves the right to claim any feature or
combination of features of the described embodiment which
comprises or is shown to constitute a novelty.
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We claim:

1. A container formed from cut and creased sheet material

and having contents, the sheet material being cut and creased

to form a blank which can be folded 1into the contalner which
is rectilinear and has a flip-top 1lid which 1s 1nitially
opened by tearing the container along predetermined lines of
weakening so that the 1lid can be hinged relative to the
remainder of the contalner, to gain access to the contents,
and wherein part of the blank forms an 1nner 1lining, and
wherein the contalner comprises an outer case having walls
with inner surfaces and the 1nner lining comprises three panel
sections which lie respectively on the 1nner surfaces of three
walls of the outer case of the container, and wherein the
outer case comprises a front wall, a rear wall, two side
walls, a base and a top, the top and sections of the front,
rear and side walls defining the lid, and wherein there 1s a
tear strip section 1in the front wall providing a finger dgrip
to enable a section to be removed by tearing to facilitate the

opening of the 1lid relative to the remainder of the container.

2. A container according to claim 1, wherein the base 1s

defined by fold over flaps which are glued together 1in the

erection of the container.

3. A container according to claim 1 or 2, wherelin the top 1s

defined by a fold over flap.

4 . A container according to claim 1, wherelin 1n the erection
of the blank to form the contailner, the 1nner panels and outer
panels are folded and gluing 1s effected to connect same
whilst the blank 1s 1n the form o©of a lay flat sleeve and
following the movement of the sleeve to erected condition, the

base 1is formed by folding and gluing base flaps, after which
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the container contents are 1inserted and finally the top 1s

closed by folding and gluing of top flaps.

5. A container according to any one of c¢laims 1 to 4,
wherein the contents comprise tea bags held 1n one or more

hermetically sealed sleeves.

o . A blank erectible into a container according to any one

of claims 1 to 4.
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