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TRAIN-ORDER CATCHER. 

947,999. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Louis C. ScHWEPPE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Spokane, in the county of Spokane, State 
of Washington, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Train-Order 
Catchers; and I do hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 
other's skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to devices for de 

livering objects to a moving train and catch 
ing them thereon. 
The invention more especially relates to a 

device for delivering train orders to a mov 
ing train such as is commonly called a train 
order catcher. 
One object of the invention is to improve 

the general construction of devices of this 
character. ... " 

A second object of the invention is to pro 
vide an improved device of this character 
Wherein the ordinary type of hoops com 
monly used in such devices will be rendered 
unnecessary. - - 

A third object of the invention is to so 
simplify the device that the number of parts 
Imay be greatly reduced. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists in general of an im 
proved means for holding a train order ad 
jacent the path of a moving train together 
with an improved train supported catcher. 
The invention further consists in certain 

novel details of construction and combina 
tions of parts, hereinafter fully described, 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
and specifically set forth in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, like char 
acters of reference indicate like parts in the 
Several views, and:-Figure 1 is a side ele 
vation of the device as applied to a locomo 
tive and cab together with a view of the 
delivery post adjacent the track. Fig. 2 is 
an enlarged detail showing the device in full 
lines raised to inoperative position and in 
dotted lines in the operative position. Fig. 
3 is an end view thereof showing the ar 
rangement of the latch. Fig. 4 is a perspec 
tive view of the delivery post showing the 
delivery arm in one position in full lines and 
in another position in dotted lines. 
This invention, in common with others of 

its class, consists of two general parts the 

Specification of Letters Patent. 
Application filed July 14, 1909. 

Patented Feb. 1, i910. 
Serial No. 50,560. 

the letter A and the catching device desig 
nated in general by the letter B. The de 
livery mechanism is supported on a post in 
dicated by the numeral 10 and comprises an 
upright bar 11 having a lateral extension 12 
terminating at its outer end in an eye 13, 
Said lateral extension being preferably 
formed integrally on the bar 11. The eye 
13 is formed on the under side of the lateral 
extension and through this eye passes the 
loop 14 of a stop member which is provided 
With upwardly extending arms 15 securely 
bolted to the post 10. The loop 14 is prefer 
ably U shaped and is so arranged that the 
E. of its upper surface lies below the horizontal plane passing through the lower 
surface of the member 12. Upon the mem 
ber 12 is rotatably mounted an arm 16 pro 
vided at its outer end with resilient clasping 
fingers 17. It will be observed from an in 
spection of Fig. 1 that there are two of these 
delivery members mounted on the post, one 
being well above the other. The object of 
this will be understood when the catching apparatus is explained. 
Upon the engine and caboose are mounted 

two separate catching devices each compris 
ing a bracket 18 securely bolted to a sup 
port and provided with a lateral extension 
19. Mounted to revolve on the bracket 18 is 
a stiff catching arm 20 one end of which is 
rebent as at 21 to pass through an aperture 
22 formed through the bracket and consti 
tuting the pivotal point of the revolving 
arm. Secured to this stiff arm 20 on the in 
side thereof when in operative position is a 
resilient arm 23 having its free end in spaced 
relation to the free end of the arm. 20. 
At 22 is shown a latch comprising a pair 

of spaced sides 24 the upper one of which is 
provided with notches 25 having slanting 
ends and which is pivotally attached to the 
bracket 18 as at 26. A spring 27 serves to 
hold this latch so that it normally engages 
the arm 20 in one of the notches 25, the arm 
passing between the members 24 for this 
purpose. 
In the application of this device it will be 

observed that the catcher on the locomotive. 
cab is positioned above the catcher on the 
caboose and that when it is desired to catch 
a train order such as that indicated by the 
numeral 28 and which is suspended from a 
suitable cord 29 between the delivery fingers, 
the arm 20 is swung into operative position 
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The arm on the engine cab then engages the 
cord 29 as the train passes the post and pulls 
the cord from between the delivery fingers, 
the cord jamming securely between the re 
silient arm and the stiff arm. The same thing 
takes place when the caboose passes the de 
livery post with the exception that the catch 
ing apparatus on the cab removes the higher 
train order while the apparatus on the 
caboose removes that swung from the lower 
delivery member. When this is done the 
arms may be swung into inoperative posi 
tion and the train orders removed. There 
has thus been provided a simple and effi 
cient device of the character described and 
for the purpose specified. 

It is obvious that minor changes may be 
made in the form and construction of this in 
vention without departing from the material 
principles thereof. It is not therefore de 
sired to confine the invention to the exact 
form herein shown and described, but it is 
wished to include all such as properly come 
Within the scope of invention. 

It will be obvious that when a single track 
is employed the engine and the caboose 
should be equipped with one of these train 
catchers on each side while where a double 
track is employed this is not necessary, but 
One side of the engine and caboose being so equipped. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new, is:- 
1. In a train order catcher, a pair of resili 

ent clasping fingers held adjacent the path 
of a train and pivoted to swing in a vertical 
plane and position in opposite directions, a 
stop member arranged to limit the movement 
of said fingers, and means on said train to 
seize and hold an article clasped by the 
fingers and remove it therefrom. 

2. In a train order catcher, a pair of resili 
ent clasping fingers having their proximate 
sides in vertical planes held adjacent the 
path of a train and pivoted to swing in a 
vertical plane and position in opposite direc 
tions, a stop member arranged to limit the 
movement of Said fingers, and means on said 
train to seize and hold an article clasped by 
the fingers and remove it therefrom. 

3. In a train order catcher, a horizontal 
arm arranged adjacent the path of a train, 
a pair of resilient clasping fingers having 
their proximate sides in vertical planes and 
pivotally mounted on said arm to position in 
opposite directions, a stop member arranged 
to limit the movement of said fingers, and 
means on said train to seize and hold an ar 
ticle clasped by the fingers and remove it 
therefrom. 

4. In a train order catcher, a horizontal 
arm arranged adjacent the path of a train, 
a pair of resilient clasping fingers having 
their proximate sides in vertical planes and 
pivoted on said arm to swing in a vertical 
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plane and position in opposite directions, a 
combined brace and stop member arranged 
to support the free end of said arm and limit, 
the movement of said fingers, and means on 
said train to seize and hold an article clasped 
by the fingers and remove it therefrou). 

5. In a train order catcher, a rigid train 
supported arm, and a resilient arm secured 
to the inner side thereof With its free end in 
spaced relation to the free end of the rigid 
arm; in combination with means adjacent 
the path of a train to releasably hold a train 
order. 

6. In a train order catcher, a rigid train 
supported arm, and a resilient arm secured 
thereto, said arms being arranged to lie in a 
horizontal plane in operative position and 
swing to a vertical plane in inoperative po 
sition; in combination with means adjacent 
the path of a train to releasably hold a train 
Order. 

7. In a train order catcher, a rigid train 
supported arm, and a resilient arm Secured 
to the inner side thereof with its free end in 
spaced relation to the free end of the rigid 
arm, said arms being arranged to lie in a 
horizontal plane in operative position and 
swing to a vertical plane in inoperative po 
sition; in combination with means adjacent 
the path of a train to releasably hold a 
train order. 

8. In a train order catcher, a rigid train 
supported arm, and a resilient arm secured 
thereto, said arms being arranged to lie in 
a horizontal plane in operative position and 
swing to a vertical plane in inoperative po 
sition and means to releasably hold said 
arms in said positions; in combination with 
means adjacent the path of a train to re 
leasably hold a train order. 

9. In a train order catcher, a rigid train 
supported arm, and a resilient arm Secured 
thereto, said arms being arranged to lie in 
a horizontal plane in operative position and 
swing to a vertical plane in inoperative po 
sition and means to releasably hold said 
arms in said position said means compris 
ing a latch provided with a pair of spaced 
notches having beveled edges and a spring 
normally forcing said latch against the 
rigid arm. 

10. In a train order catcher, a rigid train 
supported arm, and a resilient arm Secured 
to the inner side thereof with its free end 
in spaced relation to the free end of the 
rigid arm, said arms being arranged to lie 
in a horizontal plane in operative position 
and swing to a vertical plane in inoperative 
position, and means to hold said arms in 
said position; in combination with means 
adjacent the path of a train to releasably 
hold a train order. 

11. In a train order catcher, a rigid train 
supported arm, and a resilient arm secured 
to the inner side thereof with its free end 
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in spaced relation to the free end of the said arm; in combination with means adja rigid arm, said arms being arranged to lie 
in a horizontal plane in operative position 
and Swing to a vertical plane in inoperative 

5 position, and means to hold said arm in said 
position, said means comprising a latch pro 
vided with a pair of spaced notches each of 
which is adapted to engage the rigid arm 
when in one of said positions, and a spring 

10 normally holding i latch in contact with 

cent the path of the train to releasably hold 
a train order. 

in testimony whereof, I affix my signa 
ture, in presence of two witnesses. 

LOUIS C. SCHWEPPE. 

Witnesses: 
WILLIAM MAY, 
E. L. RODECAPE. 


