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(87) Abstract: Provided are a bobbin and a thermal transfer sheet ribbon which make it possible to identify the product
kind thereof (product type, product model number, etc.), in a thermal transfer printing device. A bobbin 1 has a spool part
2, an end part 3, a flange part 4, and an annular wall part 5. Notches 6a, 6b are provided in the edge of the annular wall
part 5 at intervals in the circumferential direction. The notches 6a, 6b have different circumferential direction lengths. The
distance between some of the notches differs from the distance between other notches. A sensor 10 is provided so as to
sandwich the annular wall part 5 and has a light emitting element 11 and a light receiving element 12.
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