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-«This inventlon relates to i devme for xcleaning
golf-balls.
'The principal object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a manually operable device for cleaning
golf balls.
- = Al further object of:the invention _is.the:.pro-
vision of a device for cleaning:golf balls and in-
corporating. a-liquid-receptacle-and brush com-
bination which may be conveniently held in one

..hand and used to clean a- golf ball held in’the:1

T othen hand.

» Asstill further- object of-the invention is the
':prowsxon of -a~device for cleaning a golf-ball and
= incorporating a liquid receptacle and an abrasive

“-member -for frictionally: engagmg a golf ball to-

:-:remove -soil" therefrom.

- A-still “further -object- of the-invention is ‘the
: 'prov1s1on of a-golf-ball cleaning-device which may
~be economically formed- and-which will efﬁc1ent1y
perform its-intended function.

The.golf ball cleaning device shown and de—
...Scribed herein has been designed.to form a simple
and inexpensive appliance of a portable nature
which may be conveniently carried by a golfer
and used to simply and efﬁmently clean a golf
ball.

With the foregoing and other objects in view
which will appear as the description proceeds,
the invention resides in the combination and ar-
rangement of parts and in the details of con-
struction hereinafter described and claimed, it
being understood that changes in the precise em~
bodiment of the invention herein disclosed can
be made within the scope of what is claimed with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention.

The invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is g vertical cross section of the golf
ball cleaning device.

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the golf ball
cleaning device.

Figure 3 is a vertical cross section of a modified
form of the golf ball cleaning device.

Figure 4 is a horizontal cross section of the
golf ball cleaning device taken on line 4—4 of
Figure 3.

By referring to the drawings and Figures 1 and
2 in particular it will be seen that a golf ball
cleaning device has been illustrated which con-
-sists of a body member {0 preferably formed of
an elastic material such as rubber and including
a liquid reservoir Il which is filled with a liquid
abrasive material such as a sponge and indicated
by the numeral (2. The upper portion of the
body member {10 is provided with an annular rib

(01 15::136) 4
w l3'Which-forms an’ annular mnei* cha. 1

plurahty of tufts’ I1 of brush-hke bnstle
: 5-tufts of brush-like bristles:may: be forniei

“*suitable ‘material -and-their: uppermost‘e
preferably formed-in_ a“cedncave shapé
~mating ‘the -shape’ of & golf: Ball, “illustra te" 5
broken lines and indicated by therftine

The uppermost edge of the bed

The outer surface of the golf’» ¢
»-vice is provided ‘with an-irregular surface:
-+ ag-shown-in Figure 2 of-the drawings’atid-ifdi-
~ cated by-the numeral 2{. ~This-irrégular: stirface:

20 -pattern; ‘together  with theahnular-lip.
“-the annular-rib:{3; forms’ convéniéntithes
-helding-the golf ball:cléaning device in*
~hand-as-the fingers ofthe-hand - may .easi
“eircle-the golf-ball-cleaning-device-and s

"25.-matically positionied on the'irregularstirfacepat-

tern 21 between the lip (9 and the rib 3.

In operating the golf ball cleaning device, it
will be obvious that it may be grasped in the hand
of the user and the golf ball 18 held in the fingers

g0 of the user’s other hand and, due to the forma-
tion of the device from distortable material, it
may be distorted to cause liquid in the reservoir
{1 to move upwardly through the orifice 16 in the
disc 5 and into the area of the tufts 1T of the
35 bristle-like material which will, in conneéction
with the liquid, provide a convenient means of
scrubbing the golf ball as it is rotated in the
uppermost end of the golf ball cleaning device.

The golf ball may be held between the user’s

40 fingers and the cleaning device rotated or moved
about the ball to effect a complete cleamng op~
eration. :

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art
that modifications in the golf ball cleaning device

45 hereinbefore disclosed may be made and two such
modifications are illustrated in Figures 3 and 4
of the drawings wherein a golf ball cleaning de-
vice consisting of a body 22 is illustrated. 'The
lower half of the body member 22 forms a liquid

50 receiving chamber 23 and the lowermost portion
of the body 22 has an annular downturned flange
24 thereon forming a flat, lower surface 25 to
enable the golf ball cleaning device to be stood
upright on any supporting article. The upper

55 portion of the body 22 is provided with an an-
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nular rib 26 which defines an inwardly formed
channel 21 which is adapted fo receive the pe-
riphery of a disc 28 which has an orifice 29
therein thus forming, in conjunction with the
lower half of the body member 22, the liquid
receiving chamber 23. The upper portion of the
golf ball cleaning device, above the disc 28, is
filled with a sponge-like abrasive containing ma-
terial 30 having intercommunicating passage-
ways therethrough so that ligquid from the liquid
receiving™ chamber ‘23 may move upwardly
through the orifice 29 in the disec 28 and throush

the sponge-like abrasive containing material 30

and hence into contact with a golf ball, shown
in dotted line representation and indicated by
the numeral 31.

In this form of the invention, the cleansing

liquid is moved by manually distorting the body
member 22 to force the liquid up through the
orifice 29. The sponge-like material 30 may con-
. sist of .sponge rubber, natural sponge, sponge-
. like material formed of a synthetic resin of natu-
ral resin base, or any other material through
- which the liquid may travel, and which material
- possesses the desired degree of frictional engage-
. ment with the surface of the: golf ball 3f to en-
.-able the. soil and.other discoloration to be re-
“moved from the golf ball without harming the
-+ paint thereof
. - In Figure 4 of the drawings a horizontal cross
. sectlon of the device illustrated in Figure 3 is
shown .and the orifice 29 is disclosed as being
.._centrally located with respect to the disc 28 posi-
- tioned in the body member 22. It will be obvious
that one or more of the orifices 29 may be pro-
vided, if desired.
It will thus be seen that a 51mple and efficient
_-golf ball cleaning device has been disciosed which
.may be simply and economically formed and
‘hence sold to golfers at a reasonable price. In
operation, the golf ball cleaning device will satis-
_ factorily clean a golf ball, and, by reason of ifs
size and weight, be portable to the extent of being
. attachable to a golf bag and carried about a
golf course so as to be avallable for use at any
time.

10

15

30

35

40

45

2,608,705

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is:

1. A golf hall cleaner comprising an elongated
distortable tubular body member closed at its bot-
tom end and open at its fop end and having an
annular groove formed in the wall thereof in-
wardly from the top end thereof, a disc-like par-
tition having a plurality of orifices therein and
engaged in said annular groove, tufts of suitable
bristles in a majority of said orxﬁces, the upper
free ends of said tufts being shaped and arranged
to form a spherical cavity and positioned wholly
within said body member and for frictionally
engaging a golf ball for cleaning the same, said
closed end of the body member beneath the dise-
like partition defining g liquid receptacle in com-
munication with said spherical cavity through at
least one of said orifices.

2. A golf ball cleaner as set forth in claim 1
and further characterized by the formation of
the disc-like partition from distortable material.

JOHN R ‘DUFF.
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