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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Lizcranp F. Browx
and James F. Cuaeserr, citizens of the
United States, residing at Mobile, in the
county of Mobile and State of Alabama,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Shutter Hinges and Fasteners, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a fastener or
latch for holding a window blind or shutter
or like closure in open position.

The object of the invention is to provide
a simple, effective and reliable device of this
character which will prevent an open shutter
from slamming or being accidentally blown
closed, which will automatically fasten the
shutter when the latter is thrown open, and
which may be easily retracted to release the
shutter and permit the latter to be closed.

The invention consists of the features of
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts fully described, illustrated and
claimed, references being had to the accom-
panying drawing, in which :—

Figure 1 is a view looking toward the
outer side of a closed shutter or blind and
showing the application of the invention.
Fig. 2 is an end elevation showing the shut-
ter, illustrated in section, fastened in open
position by the latch. Fig. 3 is a perspec-
tive view of the latch hook. TFig. 4 is a view
of a modified form of the invention.

Referring to the drawing, 1 designates a
portion of a building structure, to which 1is
secured a bracket plate 2 carrying an out-
wardly extending arm 8 on which is formed
or provided a pintle 4. This pintle is en-
gaged by a knuckle or sleeve b on one end
of a metallic strap 6 secured at its oppo-
site end to the outer face of the blind or
shutter 7, thus forming one of the hinge
connections between the blind and frame
structure on which said blind is adapted to
swing from an open to a closed position, and
vice versa. The respective ends 8 and 9 of
the strap above referred to are offset to ex-
tend in parallel planes by a right angular
connecting portion 10, whereby the blind
is adapted to close within the plane of the
outer surface of the building structure, as
shown in Fig. 1 and to swing outward to an
open position parallel with said structure,
as shown in Fig. 2.

Projecting forwardly from the plate 2 is
a strap flange or plate 11 having a vertical
front edge 12 against which the portion 8

of the strap bears when the shutter is open
to limit the opening movement thereof.
This stop plate is also formed with an up-
wardly inclined supporting surface 13. A
latch 14 is formed with spaced ears 15 which
straddle the plate 11 and are pivotally con-
nected thereto by a pin 16. The end also
has a cam edge 21. The ears 15 are con-
nected by a bridge piece 22 adapted to en-
gage the inclined edge 13 to hold the latch
from tilting downward below a prescribed
position.

The inclined surface 13 is adapted to be
engaged by the bridge piece 22 to limit the
downward movement of the latch, and to
maintain said latch at an angle to the hori-
zontal so that its cam surface will be dis-
posed in a proper normal operative position.

When the shutter is swung open the por-
tion 8 of the strap 6 engages the cam face
21 of the latch, which rides up on said por-
tion 8 and over the upper edge thereof,
whereby the latch is tilted so that the hook
20 is elevated to project over and beyond
said upper edge of the part 8 and then drops
by gravity against the outer face of said
part. By this means the shutter will be au-
tomatically clamped securely in open posi-
tion against the edge 12 of the plate 11 and
parallel with the outer side of the structure
so that it cannot be aceidentally released.
Upon, however, pressing upward upon the
finger piece 19 the latch may be tilted out of
engagement with the hinge strap to permit
the shutter to be swung to closed position.

Instead of the latch being arranged to
work above and engage the upper edge of
the portion 8 of the strap 6 it may be ar-
ranged to work below and engage the lower
edge of said portion 8, as shown in Fig. 4,
in which event a spring 28 is employed in
lieu of the action of gravity to hold the latch
in engaging position and permit a releasing
movement thereof.

From the foregoing description, the con-
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struction and mode of operation of our im-

proved blind or shutter fastener will be
readily understood, and it will be seen that
the invention provides a simple and inex-
pensive construction of fastener which is ef-
fective for the purposes stated.
Having thus described the
what is claimed as new is:—
In a shutter hinge and fastener, the com-
bination of a bracket plate carrying a ver-
tically disposed pintle arranged in advance
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thereof, a metallic strap having an end por-
tion for attachment to the shutter, and pro-
vided at its opposite end with a knuckle en-
gaging said pintle, said attaching end and
knuckle being offset in parallel planes and
connected by a right angle connecting por-
tion, a stop plate secured to the bracket plate
in the space between the same and the pintle
and having its front edge arranged to be
engaged by the knuckle portion of the
metallic strap when the shutter is open, and
an automatic latch having spaced ears piv-
oted to said stop plate and a second pertion
to engage the knuckle portion of the strap

1,034,971

and a cam face for contact with said portion

“of the strap to tilt the latch into engaging

position, said ears being connected by a
bridge piece adapted to engage one of the
horizontal edges of the plate to maintain
the latch in engaging position.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

LEGRAND F. BROWN,
JAMES F. CHAPBELL. -

Witnesses:
Winpmam LynN,
J. M. WiLxins.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the Commissioner: of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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